SAMPLE

FROM: 
4-H Japanese Exchange
CONTACT:
(Name) 


(Address)


(Title)






(Phone number)

MEDIA ALERT/INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITY

Japanese Teenagers to Live with Local Families this Summer

WHO: Japanese exchange students, ages 12 through 16, will be staying with _______________ county families for four weeks this summer. The children all have studied English and are very excited about experiencing American life as part of a __________ county family. (This could be also used to encourage interviews with appropriate 4-H spokespeople and/or members of the host families.)

WHAT: The home-stay program is part of a two-way exchange sponsored by 4-H. Since the program began in 1972, some 40,000 Japanese teenagers have stayed with families in 51 states and provinces and more than 6,800 American students have made reciprocal visits to Japan. This is the ____ year that Japanese teenagers have visited _____________ county. The goal of the program is to give young people from both countries the chance to know each other on a person-to-person basis. The Japanese youth become part of the lives of their American families sharing chores and everyday activities with them.

WHEN: The students are here for four weeks. They will arrive on July 22 and leave August 20. The home-stays last a month, but the effects last a lifetime.

#
SAMPLE
NEWS RELEASE FOR RECRUITING FAMILIES (Late winter/early spring) Please coordinate release with your county agent. Type or neatly print information before submitting it. 

FROM: ____________________________
CONTACT: ____________________________

__________________________________
TITLE: ________________________________

(address)

__________________________________
TELEPHONE: _(_______)_________________

(city)                                          (state)                   (zip)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: today's date ____________________

Host Families Sought for One-Month 4-H Japan and Korea Exchange Programs

Local families are needed to host Japanese and Korean exchange students, ages 12 to 18, for four weeks this summer as part of an exchange program sponsored by 4-H. The Japanese and Korean teenagers will stay with their American host families from July 22 to August 20, 2012.

The program is open to 4-H families living in  ___________________ County with children between the ages of 10 and 18. Families without children in this age range will be considered as hosts for the adult chaperones from Japan or Korea for two-week periods. You only need a willingness to share your home and your world. There is no need to know Japanese or Korean language. The students have all studied English and are anxious to use it.


The 4-H Japanese Exchange program is one of the largest exchange programs in the world involving North American and Japanese youth. Since it began in 1972, some 40,000 students have stayed with families in 51 states and provinces including Wisconsin and more than 6,800 American students have made reciprocal visits to Japan. The partnering program, LEX, is a sister exchange program with another partner, Labo, and exchanges with several countries including the United States.


"The program gives host families a chance to share their culture, friendship and family life with an exchange student and at the same time learn about Japanese or Mexican everyday life,” said Kay Hobler, Wisconsin 4-H Outreach Specialist. “The home-stays only last a month during summer vacation, but the effects last a lifetime."


Host applications and brochures about the program are available through the county 4-H office and at wi4hinternational.org. Contact __________________. The telephone number is _(_______)______________. 

________________________________ is available to answer questions.

                   (Name, title)


#


SAMPLE

NEWS RELEASE ANNOUNCING ARRIVAL OF JAPAN/KOREA DELEGATION 2012
Be sure to coordinate release with your county agent. Type or neatly print information before submitting it. Must be legible!

FROM: ____________________________
CONTACT: ____________________________

__________________________________
TITLE: ________________________________

(address)

__________________________________
TELEPHONE: _(_______)_________________

(city)                                        (state)                   (zip)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: today's date ____________________

JAPANESE AND KOREAN YOUTH VISIT WISCONSIN 4-H FAMILIES


The family of ___________________________will host a _____________ youth as part of a 4-H cultural exchange program from July 22 until August 20, 2012. The ___________ student is part of a 40 member delegation visiting Wisconsin this summer through one of two partnering programs.

The programs, coordinated through the University of Wisconsin Cooperative Extension, bring Japanese and Korean youth to Wisconsin 4-H homes and send 4-Her's to Japan and Korea on a yearly basis. Labo, the widespread national cooperating organization in Japan, teaches English and other languages to Japanese youth in small groups that meet weekly after school. During the meetings or Labo parties, the students acquire language skills and learn to appreciate cultural differences. Through home-stays with residents of various countries, the youth increase their cultural understanding. LEX, is a similar program to Labo, but offers home-stays to Japanese, Korean and Mexican youth.

After an orientation in Wisconsin, the youth go to host families located throughout Wisconsin. Each will return to their home country with a unique experience to relate. The programs have the additional benefit of fostering long-term friendships. Many families and delegates continue to stay in contact with each other long after the home-stay ends and Wisconsin 4-Her's have the opportunity to experience a reciprocal visit with their host-brother or sister in Japan or Korea.


If you are interested in hosting or traveling with these or any other international 4-H exchange with Australia, Mexico, or many other countries, please contact your county extension agent by calling _(_____)________________.

#
SAMPLE

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT FOR RECRUITING FAMILIES 

(Late winter/early spring). Be sure to coordinate release with your county agent. Type or neatly print information before submitting it.

FROM: ____________________________
CONTACT: ______________________________

__________________________________
TITLE: __________________________________

(address)

__________________________________
TELEPHONE: _(_______)___________________

(city)                                        (state)                   (zip)

60 SECOND PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

FOR IMMEDIATE AIRING: Today's date _____________________________

Open your home to an exchange student and open your lives to the world. ______________________ County 4-H families will have an opportunity to host Japanese and Mexican exchange students, ages 12 through 18, for four weeks this summer. The Japanese and Korean teenagers will be visiting the United States as part of a 4-H exchange program. You just need a willingness to share your lives and your friendship with a young person from Japan or Korea. The program is open to families with children close in age to the inbound students. The home-stays last a month during summer vacation but the effects last a lifetime. For more information, call the ________________________ County 4-H office at _(_________)_______________.

#

Note: this announcement totals less than 60 seconds. 

You may add a line or two and remain within the timeframe.

*Important*

Do not use specific names of delegates when recruiting for host families.
Instead, say “a host family is needed for a 13 year old boy” with these special interests.
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