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May/June 2009 

Greetings from the UW-Extension Office: 

I am a fan of Mike Perry.  Heôs the writer from a little 

town called Nobbern located in the county to the south.  

Iôve read all his books, own his album, and subscribe to 

the RSS feeds on his blog.  Recently, he wrote in his blog 

about the beauty of Wisconsin this time of year and in 

the months to come.  Not only did it remind me of why I 

love to read his work, but also of why I love living in 

Northern Wisconsin.  This is absolutely my favorite time 

of the year, and I so look forward to the next 5 months! 

At the UW-Extension office, we have been assisting 

families, businesses, and our local government officials 

with the challenges of the economy.  We have focused 

our efforts on providing education and resources to 

address the needs of those who have lost jobs and 

experienced market volatility.   

The past months have certainly been challenging for 

many Rusk County residents.  Spring and summer offer 

new opportunities for those who are dealing with these 

challenges.  For example, we have had more inquiries 

than ever before about growing gardens.  This renewed 

interest in growing oneôs own food provides more than 

just $$ relief in the grocery store, it also helps to ensure 

your family is eating fruits and vegetables which will 

ultimately result in better health and more $$ savings. 

Whether you want information about growing a garden, 

or another subject, the Rusk County UW-Extension 

Office has a wealth of resources to assist you. 

Sincerely, 

 

Aliesha R. Crowe 

Agriculture Agent/Department Head 

 

                                      University of Wisconsin, United States Department of Agriculture and Rusk County Cooperating. 

   UW-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming, including Title IX requirements

mailto:aliesha.crowe@ces.uwex.edu
mailto:michelle.sanderson@ces.uwex.edu
mailto:heather.schmitz@ces.uwex.edu
mailto:rusk.horticulture@ces.uwex.edu
mailto:charmaine.johnson@ces.uwex.edu
mailto:kayla.olmstead@ces.uwex.edu
mailto:karen.duvall@ces.uwex.edu
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SAVE THE DATE!!   Second Annual Northwest Wisconsin Sustainable 

Living Fair July 25 & 26, 2009 at the Rusk County Fairgrounds!  FREE!! 
*$3.00 parking fee to park on the fairgrounds.  http://www.nwwisustainablelivingfair.com  

 

The second annual Northwest Wisconsin Sustainable Energy Fair will be held on Saturday, July 25, 2009 

and Sunday, July 26, 2009 at the Rusk County Fairgrounds.  The fair will be open from 9:00a.m.-6:00p.m. 

both days.  There will be three concurrent sessions of presentations with a one-hour keynote speaker each 

day.  In addition, there will be vendor booths with local businesses and landowners who will share their 

knowledge about sustainable living.  The following is a list of topics and speakers that have been confirmed: 

 

SPEAKERS       TOPICS      

Steve Kozak, LCO College     Energy Efficient Transportation 

Cader Olive, Full Circle Natural     Changing Your Lifestyle 

     Awareness and Learning Center 

Sam Thayer, Foragerôs Harvest    Wild Foods As Part of a Natural Lifecycle 

Joe Bacon       Greenhouses 

Peter Brockhaus      Building a ñGreenò Cabin 

Jan Erdman       Root Cellars and Low-Energy Food Preservation 

Kathleen Melin      Forming a Non-profit 

Crispin Pierce, UW-Eau Claire    Environmental Public Health (Green Homes) 

Solar Oven Society      Solar Ovens 

WI Geothermal Association     Geothermal Heat 

Tracey Moffle, UW-Barron County    Local Food System Development 

Bob Ramlow       Solar Water 

Quan Banh       Green Landscaping 

Zeus Stark       Solar P.V. 

Sue Menzl       Hydropower 

Indianhead Community Action Agency   Community Transportation 

Midwest Renewable Energy Association   MREA  

David Schoonover      Organic farming and home ownership 

John Duplissis, UW-Stevens Point    Carbon Credits 

Steve Sandstrom      Natural Step Communities 

Jim Erdman       Thirty Years Living With Renewable Energy 

Jon Zander, UW-Extension     Small-scale, On Farm Production 

Jeremy Hill       Green Construction 

 

**MORE SPEAKERS AND TOPICS TO BE ADDED!!! 

 

 

 

  

 

http://www.nwwisustainablelivingfair.com/
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  Small Animal Agricultural Options  

 for Rural Property Owners  
  

 May 16, 2009    10:00a.m.-3:00p.m. 

 Rusk County LibraryðLower Level 

Agenda: 

 Market Opportunities             Sheep and Goat Dairy Budgets 

 Pastured Poultry and Swine       What it Takes to Get Started 

 Resources Available       Creating Networks/Alliances 

Presentations by UW-Extension Agriculture Agent, 

Aliesha R. Crowe; WI Sheep Dairy Cooperative Field 

Rep.; Larry Meisegeier, and Jane Hanson, UW-Extension 

Price County, Price Direct Project. 

Cost:  $8.00 if you want lunch.  Free if you bring your own 

lunch. **Pre-registration required.** 

To Register: 

Return this form to  

Rusk County UWEX 

311 E. Miner Avenue  

Suite S140 

Ladysmith WI 54848 

or  call 715-532-2151 

or  email  
aliesha.crowe@ces.uwex.edu  

 

Name_____________________________________ 

 

Address___________________________________ 

 

Phone_____________________________________ 

 

Email_____________________________________ 

  

 Yes, I want lunch.  Iôve enclosed $8.00 made 

payable to UW-Extension. 
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Horticulture Assistant 

Each year, the Rusk County UW-Extension Office hires a summer horticulture assistant.  This person is 

available to answer gardening questions, identify plants, assist with disease diagnosis, and identify pests.  We 

are excited to announce Cader Olive will joining us as the summer horticulture assistant beginning May 15.  

Cader will be working approximately 20 hours per week.  His office hours will vary; however, he is most 

likely going to be available every Monday.  If you have a question for Cader, you can call the UW-Extension 

Office at 715-532-2151 or email rusk.horticulture@ces.uwex.edu beginning May 15.   
 

Rusk County UW-Extension Agricultural Newsletter ï May/June 2009 

Farm Show Booth a Huge Success  
I would like to thank all garden club members who shared photos of their gardens for the UW-
Extension booth at the Rusk County Farm, Home, Garden, and Sport Show.  A special thank you 
to Colleen Gaddy, Karl Fisher, Noreen Kurth, and Marlene Farrington who helped with the booth.  
Over 150 Scarlet Runner Bean seeds were planted.  This year, many adults were interested in 
planting a seed, and they were given the opportunity.  We would also like to thank Colonial 
Nursery for donating the potting mix for this project.  

 

Volunteer Opportunities: There are many opportunities for our Master Gardener Volunteers and anyone 

else interested in our community.  Hereôs a list of just a few of the projects:  Sheldon Garden work with a 

4-H ClubðCall Theresa Franzen at 668-5574 if you have plants to donate.  Downtown Ladysmith plant 

barrelsðcall Chrysa Ostenso if you would like to help plant and/or water the barrels.  Share Harvest 

Community GardenðCall Aliesha at the UW-Extension Office if you would like to mentor families who 

will be maintaining their own plot in the community garden site or if you would like to assist with 

planning, planting, or trainings.  

http://www.gemgardens.com/
mailto:rusk.horticulture@ces.uwex.edu
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ðsubmitted by Gordie Dukerschein 

 

As you all know, we are in an economically challenging time that has affected all of us to varying degrees.  

Rusk County has the highest unemployment in all of Wisconsin, and we may have that status for a bit.  How 

would you like the chance to get some exercise, spend quality time with your family/friends, reduce your food 

bill, and enjoy healthy vegetables while bringing a mental and emotional relaxation to our complex world? 

  

This is an opportunity to help those without the resources or who are otherwise unable to have gardens, plant a 

garden this summer. The Self-Harvest Community Garden will provide the growing space and seed to grow 

produce for your personal use or sharing in your community.  The produce grown is not to be sold.  The 

location of the Self Harvest Community Garden is off of Doughty Road, east of the Merit Wood building in the 

Ladysmith Industrial Park. The plots will be marked with several sizes available.  The ground will be totally 

prepared and ready to plant. Seed is available or you can bring your own. The cost is $10 per plot, and you are 

totally responsible for the care of your garden!!  This includes planting, weeding (this is the free exercise part) 

and then the reward of healthy and delicious fresh produce for you and your family to enjoy.  Maybe you have 

had a garden in past years and donôt have the room now or have never had experience of growing your own 

garden but now is the time jump in.  But donôt fear, we will have some volunteers and UW-Extension Master 

Gardener Volunteers available to help mentor and share all of their knowledge with you.  We will also have 

assistance from our local UW-Extension Office for help in the best ways to harvest, prepare, and preserve your 

healthy produce.  Seed companies are having a huge increase in business and there is a reason why.  Folks of all 

ages and backgrounds are getting their hands into the soil and doing a good thing for themselves and their 

whole families.  It really is fun and rewarding, the seed is free but the experts say the cost of the seed is 

rewarded by about 50X.  A little work and sweat equity will yield a bountiful harvest. 

  

This is a collaboration of effort from our local food pantries and other interested individuals. For more 

information and to reserve your personal plot call Donna Wishowski at Indianhead Community Action Agency 

at 532-7542. 

Rusk County UW-Extension Agricultural Newsletter ï May/June 2009 

Gardening Resources  

 

We have received numerous requests from Rusk County residents seeking gardening information.  
There are many different ways to access the horticulture-related resources of the University of 
Wisconsin.   
 
1.  Contact the UW-Extension Office at 715-532-2151.  Our Agriculture Agent and/or Horticulture 
Assistant will be happy to assist you. 
 
2.  Visit our publications website at http://learningstore.uwex.edu.   Click on the Lawn & Garden link, 
and you will have access to multiple publications on all different aspects of horticultureðvegetables, 
soil management, flowers, turf, and more. 
 
3.  Visit the UW-Extension Urban Horticulture Website.  This is the home of the X-files.  These one 
page fact sheets cover a variety of topics including pests, specific vegetable and fruits, and more. 
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/wihort/  
 
4.  Talk with a Master Gardener Volunteer.  There are more than 20 certified Master Gardener 
Volunteers in Rusk County.  The volunteers are trained to assist you with your horticulture questions.  

http://learningstore.uwex.edu/
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/wihort/
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June Dairy BreakfastðJune 13, 2009ðRusk County Fairgrounds 7a.m.-11a.m. 
 *Bluegrass Festival all weekend long 
 
Rusk County FairðAugust 12-16, 2009   http://www.ruskcountyfair.com  
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**ATTENTION YOUTH AGE 12 YEARS OF AGE  

 INTERESTED IN TRACTOR SAFETY**  

Tractor Safety Certification will NOT be offered in Rusk County in 2009.  Many other 

counties offer the training program.  If you are interested in tractor safety and would 

like information about nearby programs, please contact the UW-Extension Office at 

715-532-2151.  We will offer the certification in Rusk County in 2010.   

 

 

Introduction to Pastured Poultry and Pork Production Systems 

 

June 1, 2009 

Rusk County Library  

Lower Level 

9:30a.m.-3:00p.m.  

 

Looking for strategies to reduce your costly inputs - start to diversify your farm, increase your soil 

fertility, produce healthy meat products...  Pastured poultry and pork production systems and case studies 

will be presented by regional farmers and other experts.  Visit a local farm to see a pastured poultry 

production system.  Talk with an area farmer who is inventing a new production system.  

  

Pastured pork production ï hogs raised on grass, legumes, standing crops, or any other ground cover 

(http://attra.ncat.org/).. 

 

Pastured poultry relies on raising chickens directly on green pasture (http://www.apppa.org/).  

 

Cost: $30 ï register on-line at www.barron.uwc.edu/ce or by mailing in registration form to Samantha 

Heathman @ UW-Barron County Community Education or Rusk Co. UW-Ext.  For more information, 

contact Tracey Moffle at 715-234-8176 x5502 or Aliesha at 715-532-2151. 

 

 

*The meeting on May 16 will provide an overview of pastured poultry and swine for those who are 

interested in learning more about possible production opportunities.  This meeting will provide more 

detailed information for producers who have decided to pursue poultry and/or swine production.* 

http://www.ruskcountyfair.com/
http://attra.ncat.org/
http://www.apppa.org/
http://www.barron.uwc.edu/ce
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Managing in Difficult Times: Budgets and Budgeting ï Partial Budgets 
Madison, Wis. - A budget is an attempt to predict financial performance for a specified time. Budgets are useful tools for 
planning and measuring performance according to University of Wisconsin-Extension specialists.  At least three types or 
levels of budgets are useful in the farm business. A farm manager will find a combination of all three - not necessarily at 
the same time - to be useful since each one has different characteristics. These three types of budgets are the total farm 
budget, the enterprise budget and the partial budget.  
     The total farm budget is the most familiar of the three. It is also the most complete in that it includes all income and 
expenses in the farm business. The bottom line of the total farm budget is profitability (or lack there of) for the entire farm 
as one unit. The total farm budget is extremely useful to project profitability. However, the total farm budget is less 
effective than the enterprise budget in determining which operation enterprises are the most profitable and which are the 
least profitable.   In the enterprise budget each segment or enterprise of the total operation is an independent business. 
Each enterprise can then be examined for its contribution to profitability.  
     The partial budget is extremely useful to determine how to change profitability. It is a shortcut procedure that compares 
profitability before and after a managerial change. Consequently, the partial budget can be an extremely useful tool for 
determining whether a specific change will make an operation better off than before. The managerial change is examined 
to see the net effect of the following four possible changes:  
 
-- increased income (+) 
 
-- reduced costs (+) 
 
-- added costs (-) 
 
-- reduced income (-) 
     The sum of these four factors should show whether the change will improve or diminish profitability. If income added by 
the change exceeds costs added by the change, making the change should add to profitability. A partial budget can be an 
effective way to test potential strategic changes in your farm that could help you in the decision-making.  
     Here is an example of a partial budget: Under these difficult economic times farmers are looking for ways to widen 
thinner margins. One specific managerial decision they could contemplate is the possibility of increasing the milking 
frequency in a day. The question: is it worth it to switch from 2 (2X) to 3 (3X) milking times a day? Evidence supports that 
higher milk production is realized when this managerial change is performed. However, along with additional milk 
production, additional expenses are incurred. Therefore is it really worth it? The short and quick answer is it depends on 
many factors. Among those factors, some are easily measured such as the price of milk and the cost of labor. However, 
other factors are more difficult to estimate such as the expected increase in milk production and the amount of additional 
labor required.  
     Using the University of Wisconsin-Extension 3X milking decision making tool we found that switching from 2X to 3X 
could be a profitable practice. We estimated that the net revenue of switching from 2X to 3X will be $44/cow per year 
when milk price is $12/cwt, the cost of labor is $12/hr, the expected increase in milk is 8 lb/d per cow, the estimated 
additional cost of feed is $0.06/lb of milk and the additional requirement for labor is 3 hr/day for every 100 cows. 
     As you can see this will greatly depend on your own conditions and because of that we have created a tool that would 
allow you to perform your own analysis quickly and efficiently. The tool is called ñEconomic analysis of switching from 2X 
to 3X milkingò and it is available at the following website http://www.uwex.edu/ces/dairymgt/tools/Milk3X.swf.  
     Along with the 3X milking tool, UW-Extension has available many other decision making tools, using the partial budget 
technique that could help you to make informed decisions.  
     These tools include: 
 
-- LEASEVBUY.XLS: Provides cost information needed to determine whether it is less or more costly to lease an asset. 
See also, Leasing as an Option for Acquiring Assets: an explanation of the concepts of leasing. 
http://cdp.wisc.edu/wk1/leasevbuy.xls.  
 
-- COWVAL.XLS: Calculates how much you can afford to pay for a cow if she does not add to overhead costs. 
http://cdp.wisc.edu/wk1/cowval.xls.  
     Additional decision making tools using partial and other budgeting techniques can be found at the following website 
http://cdp.wisc.edu/Decision Making Tools.htm and http://www.uwex.edu/ces/dairymgt/tools.  
     To access more information and/or tools to help analyze your situation, link to the Extension Responds web page at: 
www.uwex.edu/ces/ag/farmingindifficulttimes.html.  
     For assistance in making these tough decisions, contact your UW-Extension Office, your Farm Business and 
Production Management Instructor in the Technical College or the DATCP Farm Center at 1-800-942-2474. 
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http://www.uwex.edu/ces/dairymgt/tools/Milk3X.swf
http://cdp.wisc.edu/wk1/leasevbuy.xls
http://cdp.wisc.edu/wk1/cowval.xls
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/dairymgt/tools
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/ag/farmingindifficulttimes.html
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Summer is quickly growing near and I know for me it will be a busy one.  Iôm sure your kidôs summer schedules 

are quickly booking up as well, with such activities as soccer, baseball, swimming, music, summer school, 

and yes, even 4-H.  But no matter how busy the schedule may become always remember to take some 

family time weather its sitting down at the dinner table together to enjoy a meal, going fishing down by 

the river, or taking a family trip.  Donôt let summer fly on by without those wonderful family memories.        

 

~Heather    

   

 

    

 
 

(The newsletter will provide the most current event date.  Please change your 4-H calendar based on the newsletter dates.) 

   

May 2009 June 2009 

5 ï CWF Wisline 1 ï Horse Front Page & Coggins Test Due to UWEX 

6ï Livestock Committee Meeting 1 ï Deadline to Sign Up for State Fair 

7 ï Rabbit Meeting 5 ï State Fair Dairy Meeting 

7ï Small Animal Committee Meeting 13ï Dairy Fitting Clinic 

13 ï Rusk County Fair Commission Meeting 17 ï Leaders Council Meeting 

16 ï Small Animal Swap 20 ï Northern District Horse Show 

17 ï Horse Committee Meeting 22 ï Jr. Camp Registration due to UWEX 

17 ï Camp Counselor Training I 28 ï Camp Counselor Training II 

17 ï JLO Meeting 28- JLO Meeting 

19 ï Northern District Horse Show Committee Wisline  

20 ï Area Animal Science Day Committee Meeting  

20 ï Leaders Council Meeting  

25 ï UWEX OFFICE CLOSED  

  

July 2009 

State / National Events 

1 ï Area Animal Science Day 

May 1 ï Arts Camp Counselor Applications Due 

2 ï Cloverbud Camp Registration due to UWEX May 2 ï State Horse Bowl Contest 

5-9 ï JLO Trip May 2 ï State Hippology Contest 

9-10 ï Rusk County Fair Entries due to Fair Office May 2-3 ï Showmanship/Horsemanship/Equitation Clinic 

14 ï Camp Counselor Training III May 15 ï OMK Camp Counselor Applications Due 

15 ï Leaders Council Meeting June 14-16 ï Badger Dairy Camp 

15-17 ï Rusk County 4-H Camp June 15-18 ï WI 4-H Youth Conference 

18 ï Pullorum Testing July 9 ï WI State 4-H Plant Science Day 

21 ï Cloverbud Day Camp - Sheldon Aug 9 ï WI 4-H State Dog Agility Show 

23 ï Cloverbud Day Camp - Ladysmith Aug 22 - WI 4-H Invitational Tractor Driving Contest 

23 ï Livestock & Small Animal Bidder Forms due to UWEX Aug 28-30 - WI 4-H State Dog Show 

24 ï Food & Clothing Revue Entries due to UWEX  

24 ï Glen Flora Hog Rodeo  

26 ï JLO Meeting  

Rusk County UW-Extension 4-H/Youth Development Newsletter ï May / June 2009 
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New 4-H Members 

A BIG THANK YOU to all the 4-H clubs for doing a great job 

recruiting new members this year. As of April 1 we have 77 

new 4-H youth and 12 new 4-H leaders!  Please welcome 

these new members into your clubs and provide them with 

help and answers to questions.   

The result of our New Member Recruitment Contest is a tie 

between Riverside 4-H & Deertail 4-H.  Both clubs will 

receive a prize. 

Rusk County 4-H Senior Class 
Please join us in recognizing each of these young men and women 

for their personal accomplishments and contributions to their 

communities.  We would like to wish them all the best as they move 

into their adult lives.   

 

Emily Augustine   Elizabeth Hetke 

Kasey Kowaleski   Kimberly Ludwikowski 

Weston Stone   Roxanne van Doorn 

Melissa White   Dallas Zunker 

 

 

Project Material Orders 

Please pick up your project material orders at the UWEX 

Office.  All orders must be paid for in full before they leave 

the office.  Contact your club leaders for the amount you owe. 

 

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS  

Your help is greatly needed.  Summer is fast approaching and 

volunteers are needed for a number of different 4-H activities.  

Contact Heather is you are interested.  

 Area Animal Science Day 

 Northern District Horse Show 

 4-H Summer Camp 

 4-H Cloverbud Camps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photography Training 

Wayne Brabender (WI State 4-H Photography Specialist) will 

be coming to do two different photography training workshops 

in the northern district. These workshops are open to 4-H 

youth (middle school and up) and adults interested in leading 

photography projects.  Contact the UWEX Office by May 11 

to register for the training.   

Friday, June 5 (Time TBA) in Phillips, WI 

Saturday, June 6 @ 9-3 in Douglas County 

 

Soft Maple 4-H Club 

The Soft Maple 4-H Club collected pet supplies and donated 

the supplies to the Rusk County Animal Shelter. 

 

 
 

Record Books 

Itôs not too early to start working on your record book.  All 

record book materials are available from the UWEX Office.  

A completed book costs $2.50.  You can obtain all record 

book materials for free on our website 
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/rusk/4h/RecordBooks.html 

Please pick up the revised Judging Criteria Page so you know 

exactly how your book will be judged.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT RUSK COUNTY DATES   
May 25 ï UWEX OFFICED CLOSED 

June 1 ï Horse Front Page & Coggins due to UWEX 

June 22 ï Rusk Cty 4-H Camp Registration due to UWEX 

July 2 ï Cloverbud Camp Registration due to UWEX 

July 3 ï UWEX OFFICE CLOSED 

July 9-10 ï Fair Entries due to Fair Office 

July 23 ï Bidder Forms due to UWEX 

July 24 ï Food & Clothing Revue Entries due to UWEX 

Rusk County UW-Extension 4-H/Youth Development Newsletter ï May/June 2009 

RUSK COUNTY FAIR  
August 12 ï 16, 2009 

Fair Entries are due to the Fair Office July 9-10.  For more information contact  

Cindy 715-532-2639 or go to their website www.ruskcountyfair.com  

  

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/rusk/4h/RecordBooks.html
http://www.ruskcountyfair.com/
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COUNTY WIDE CLUB SURVEY    CULTURAL ARTS DAY    

 FARM SHOW DEMOS 

All Members, Leaders, & Parents   Kris Snyder     Sam Mahun  

      Lis Downes     Celsey Carlsen 

      Donna Mahun     Emily Applebee 

CPR/FIRST AID CLASS    Diane van Doorn     Kaylee Diamond 

Pam Guthman           Kristen Diamond  

            Jay Slagoski 

      RECORD BOOK COMMITTEE     
EXPANSION & REVIEW    Lis Downes         

Brian Guthman     Marlene Skabroud    MAQA TRAINING  

Angie Keepers     Kris Snyder     Chris Rosolowski   

Donna Mahun     Diane van Doorn  

Diane van Doorn 

Amy Webster      

 

 

 
Animals:   

 Youth who are in the 9
th
 grade and older may take one extra animal per year up to 5 animals. 

 Market classes will now have a non-auction market class for those animals not making weight.  You do not need to enter in 

these classes; it will be done automatically at the fair.  This will also pertain to the carcass classes. 

 The horse classes have been re-arranged with some additions for draft horses.  The miniature horses are listed with the horse 

department, BUT they will be judged with the exotic animals. 

 All youth showing horses will have to go through an Equine Safety Test.  Dates TBA. 

 There are a few changes in the animalôs health rules; particularly those originating from out of state. 

Vet Science: 

 This department has non-animal exhibits for all animal departments as well as the typical vet science projects.  Check it out!  

Show us what you have learned. 

Some changes have been added to the following departments: 

 Crop & soil science, flowers & houseplants (in the non-plant exhibits), arts & crafts, and photography. 

 Clothing: re-organized class E. 

 Foods: added microwave foods. 

 Self-determined/Junior Leadership includes the International project. 

 Health, Political Science, and Social Science now contains the service-learning project. 

Mechanical Science project: 

 This has additions to the scale models and models areas. 

 Projects added here: geospatial, handyman, and off-road vehicles. 

Natural Science:  This has been re-organized in parts 

 In the forestry area, forestry products are separate. 

 Wildlife is re-organized. 

 Now listing: taxidermy, geology, weather, and home energy. 

Computers have been totally re-done to reflect the new project materials. 

Home Environment: 

 Some changes have been made to the Personal Finance project area. 

 Entrepreneurship has been totally re-done. 

 
 

 

Rusk County UW-Extension 4-H/Youth Development Newsletter ï May/June 2009 
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AREA ANIMAL SCIENCE DAY  
JULY 1 

RUSK COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 

All 4-H /FFA youth are invited to 

participate in a day of exploring, 

judging, and learning about a number of 

different animal species including 

livestock, dairy, horse, poultry, rabbits, 

and pocket pets. 

 

Objectives: 

-To increase availability of educational opportunities in the 

animal science projects 

-To increase decision making skills through judging and 

grading experiences 

-To increase the knowledge of animals through breeding and 

market evaluation and management information. 

 

Registration begins at 8:00am with the events starting at 

9:00am.  You can register as an individual or a team.  

 

Area Animal Science Day Committee Meeting 

Everyoneôs help is needed to host Area Animal Science Day.  

Our next meeting is May 20 @ 6:30pm in the LEC. 

 

Rusk County Livestock Committee Meeting 

May 6 @ 7:00pm in the LEC 

 

Badger Livestock Judging Camp 
Do you want to improve your livestock selection skills?  Do 

you want to learn how to effectively give reasons?  If yes, this 

camp is for you!  Camp will be held on June 16 from 10am-

4pm in Arlington, WI.  The camp is for youth who have 

completed grade 3 through one year past high school that are 

interested in building their knowledge on the evaluation 

principles associated with market and breeding beef, swine, 

and sheep.  There will be a number of featured speakers at the 

camp.  There will be a separate Beginner Track and an 

Advanced Track for youth to learn the basics of selection, oral 

reasons and answering questions.  Registration is due by June 

8 and the cost is $25 (includes lunch, refreshments, and 

materials). For more information contact the UWEX Office.    

 

Interstate Livestock Show 

June 13, 2009 

Polk County Fair Grounds, St. Croix Falls, WI 

Registration and entry fees are due by June 15. Contact the 

UWEX Office for more information and registration forms. 

 

 

 

ANIMART  

ANIMART will be hosting a beef and dairy cattle fitting and 

showmanship demonstration for 4-H and FFA youth at 

ANIMART in Beaver Dam, WI on Thursday, May 14 from 6-

9:30pm.  All youth are invited to this complimentary hands on 

workshop intended to help learn more about the art and 

techniques that will help them achieve high placings of their 

4-H and FFA livestock at summer shows.   

 

WI Pork Association Offers Connections for Swine 

Exhibitors  

The ñBuy Wisconsin Firstò Swine Directory, which features 

WI seed stock and show pig producers.  The directory was 

printed to highlight the top quality show pigs and breeding 

stock available across the state.  The directory also has tips on 

getting newly purchased pigs off on the right track, guidelines 

for Paylean use, and how Country of Origin labeling affects 

youth exhibitors.  Copies of the directory can be received by 

calling the WPA office at 1-800-822-7675 or emailing 

wppa@wppa.org .  In addition, copies of the directory will 

soon be posted on the WPA web page at www.wppa.org .   

 

Small Animal Committee Meeting 

Rabbit Meeting ï May 7 @ 6:00pm at the Sr./Youth Building 

 

Committee Meeting ï May 7 @ 7:00pm at the Sr./Youth 

Building 

 

Ladysmith Annual Small Animal Swap 

Saturday, May 16, 2009 

6:00am 

Rusk County Fairgrounds 

Event will be held RAIN or SHINE 

 

ALL SELLERS OF POULTRY, WATERFOWL AND FARM 

RAISED GAME BIRDS MUST show a copy of NPIP 

certification or a copy of a negative pullorum test. 

 

Concessions on grounds 

Sponsored by:  

The Rusk County 4-H / FFA Small Animal Project Livestock 

Committee 

 

For more information call (715) 532-2151 or (715) 322-4488 

 

State Fair Dairy Exhibitors 

All youth interested to showing in the Jr. Dairy division at the 

WI State Fair this August must contact the UWEX Office and 

sign up by June 1.  There will be a Dairy State Fair meeting on 

June 5 at 8:00pm in the LEC for those wishing to participate.   
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Interstate Llama Showdown 

June 13, 2009 

Polk County Fairgrounds, St. Croix Falls, WI 

This is a 4-H oriented show for youth.  The classes will consist 

of showmanship, obstacles and youth judging with plaques 

and ribbons awarded for all classes.  There will be little 

britches classes for 7 year olds and younger.  They will close 

out the show with a leaping llama contest.  For more 

information contact the UWEX Office. 

 

Rusk County 4-H / FFA Horse Project Members 

You must have your negative Coggins Test and Front Page 

(animal information sheet) turned into the UWEX Office by 

June 1, 2009 if you plan to show in the Junior Horse Division 

at the Rusk County Fair.  Also, new to the Equine Jr. Fair 

Division, all youth showing a horse must go through an 

Equine Safety Test.  Dates for these tests are TBA.    

Barron County Horse Project Open Fun Show 
June 27 @ 9:00am 

Barron County Fairgrounds in Rice Lake, WI 

Participants must be in at least 3
rd
 grade. 

Copy of current negative Coggins is required. 

 

Northern District Horse Show 

June 20 @ 8:00am 

Rusk County Fairgrounds, Ladysmith, WI 

 

 

Barron County Horse Project Open Gymkhana Fun Show 

June 28 @ 8:00am 

Barron County Fairgrounds in Rice Lake, WI 

Participants must be in at least 3
rd
 grade. 

Copy of current negative Coggins is required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wisconsin State Fair 

The Wisconsin State Fair has a new website.  

www.wistatefair.com  

 

WI Butter & Honey Bake Off  

Youth and adults are invited to participate in this annual 

contest.  Recipes must contain butter and honey.  Judging is 

based on appearance, flavor, uniqueness, texture, ease of 

preparation, quantity of primary ingredients, nutritional value, 

and presentation.  1
st
, 2

nd
, & 3

rd
 place winners receive $100, 

$75, & $50 savings bonds.  For entry forms contact Sharon 

Pufahl   @ 608-847-4407.  The contest will be held at the 

Reedsburg Butterfest on June 20. 

 

Seeking Stellar Camp Counselors 

The Operation Military Kids (OMK) program is coordinating 

a camp this summer at Upham Woods for military youth 

grades 3-5, August 23-25 and youth grades 6-9, August 26-29.  

We are looking for stellar camp counselors who might be 

interested in spending a week serving as role models and 

mentors and leading and participating in activities like 

campfires, archery, orienteering, arts & crafts, flag 

ceremonies, games, swimming, and much more!  A camp 

counselor training will be held June 19-20 at Camp Upham 

Woods.  Counselors must be able to attend all components, 

June 19-20 and August 23-29.  Applications are due by May 

15.  Contact Heather for more information.  

  

Quilt Expo Kids Quilt Contest 

The 2009 Quilt Expo invites young stitches to enter their 

quilts in this yearôs Kidsô Quilt Challenge.  The challenge is 

for youth age 15 and under.  1
st
, 2

nd
, & 3

rd
 place winners will 

receive $200, $100, & $50.  For rules and entry forms go to 

www.wiquiltexpo.com or call 877-496-8060.    

 

State 4-H Plant Science Day 

Plan now to be part of the State 4-H Plant Science Day to be 

held July 9 at Hancock Research Station in south-central 

Wisconsin.  Youth in grades 3-13 can test their knowledge 

about plants while learning how to judge and identify a wide 

variety of plant specimens.  You can also compete in 

photography and speaking contests.  Contests will be held in 

the morning and the afternoon will be dedicated to educational 

tours and workshops for all.  Come learn how to identify trees 

and shrubs or how to design a prize winning floral 

arrangement.  Registration begins at 8:30am and ends at 

2:00pm.  Registration is $10.00, which includes all materials, 

handouts, and lunch.  Contact Heather for more information.   
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