Raising calves

Your guide to creating a healthier herd

and a healthier income through good calf management




Raising calves - The 5 C's of a healthy start

Rasing healiiyy cabves & a chalenging amd rewarding job. Call misers are respossible for the dairy Bend's feture - the nes) peseration of
imildig comen. Minaninig death and disease losses in the call herd can sne hindeesds of doflars per eplacemen) animal riasd, Some
Taremes bty comineadly agans deease and death in feir cabves, while ofer binms kave so problens. What ane e ey o g sucoessiul
eall progman? Wit does |1 ke i raise healthy coves?
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Mycigdasma
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When should cidistrin be bed? 'Mﬂm'mm't

Vol coasinm as soon a5 possbie alier birth, il within ose bosr, The call s capable ol
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Ui e fourth da, begin feeding cafves 2 sulficient quantity
of higquality milk pepiacer al lcast twice & day. Dur b By
paitdlity of passing s Inm addill asimab o cahes, il s
ol peenmmended 0 fel wasie mik i cibes mkess i G
been pasiewrtzed. Generally with milk replacers, you get what
ou pay for, OF in ather words, & peice increses o doss quil
te Fosal 225 queis of mili mplacer bwioe o diy sl i mised
scrunding i the manelaciuns"s metnictions.

Al on the losrih day, Begm offering 2 small amount (a

Tips for freesing and thawing colostrum
When an alder. lest-negalive cow produces more high quality
colostrum than is reedad far the fisst tao Teedings of bar call,
o additional colasinim shoull be Mogen, Hene ahe sarme lips
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Cabves will nibble on ihe slarier and withia 2 few days beypn b0 eal small smoumis. 1 ks importand they do this, bocause the call siarer siis-

ulies the deselopmenl of the mumen, Cakes need 0 be ealing & leasl 1.5 B, of call siaeier daily kel (hey are weaned 31 fve o #igl
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In cold westher calves: Pegquine more ssegy I prodece sddional body heal. Whes lemperatores drop below freezing, increase the milc
replacer fed per day by 25 percenl. And when temperatures il below 07 1, increase the milk replacer fod per Sy by 50 percoal. To
eecoimda (e alditon] mil bad 0 ooold eesther, cabas can Be led & ikl Genie duiling B ey, oF one imilk cen B Ted S the olher fa
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Hewgang Be cabes” ervamomen] cdean & mpotand. Cabes showld be bom m a
chean, dry place.  Maiemity aneas mesd be lept very ciean and &= iree of masure
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w Keep cahves away brom adull animals: {in haiches or n 2 sepamie bciind

i Housir eshaes in Individhisl hidchiz, stills o i dstil siod wssming.

® Provide pood wenilation and a dalideee emimnment.

& Locaie call housing upssiad, uphill and upsirean irm adali catile, 0wy

mamne munofl from e adell animals will nofl e the e,
w Clean, wash, disinfect and dry cul the briches. stalls or pens befueen calves.

Johne's disease and cahves

Dalry animals infectad wilh Johne's diseasa
usLEly aiquine |1 &8 catees, Jobne's disagas
Is iransmittad when cabves ingasl contamnal-
ed feces or colostrum. You can neduce tha
risk of animals cevaloping the dissase by

Pesciisirsg o ieabam call mansgement.
Calves shod:

= Ba bom in 8 CLEAMN anrormenl.

w Oiily recaive claan colosimim from animas
thal 1l regatioe lor Johine's disesass,

# Be moved oul of the maiernity area as

® Ha housad separately from adull aremala.

@ Panenl itsiiie conlamimabon of e leod, ool Gied aid kelng eleisis (ke e bools, Bamliiols, skal died and eiquipain
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o Work fmom pousgest in oldesi animaks when doisg chones.
o Prowidhe incfinidual foed and worter ooy o esch call amed ks i gl
» Wash and sanitize milk pals and otk betwess lesdings.

w Provide Trosh call slarier, mik roplacor s walee coory e Theow oul leloves food, mil sepilacer and waier sy oy

iCall fuiches thal are well bedded and properly sited provide the ideal hossing for cabes. They are casy o chean, and can be mved alter
each call, Minst call Buich desiges also poovie Tor cocellen verniBaiion sl s cchange. 1) s exiromely SMcull io propety vl =
inchomanl arv in which calves ane bowssd, ssch gz & call bem o greeshosse, Lsssdhy, e incadenoes of soours sl nespiraieny dissises am

higgher when caif hosming is snchsed.




Comfnrt Newborn Protocol

Cabss i b e byl dornlsitabeke. Proowicl plealy of iy hixkfing asd sheler 1. Clean hands, arms and squipmanl i
lroin drahs and wirsd. This ks sspecally inporiant deing cold weafier |s b assmtrg e calviag
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3 Rub tha calf vigorously i slimulation
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4. Tia off or apply a clip fo the navel
tevd imcdirs fram the body
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e 0 O ke hep preves) ilseas w e Gl hesd gl gee war cabas g
S ¥, identify the cal

¢  Colostrem 8. Move [he call B 5000 B8 passiia o
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This brochure is provided as a service fo the dairy mdustry by
the Wisconsin Herd Health Working Group. Its members are listed below,
A special acknowledgement 18 grven 1o Sheila MeGuirk, DVM, PhD, for providing the 5 C's.
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