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Learning Resources Survey Results
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	2.  Primary Residence
 




	Urban
	12
	24%

	Rural
	44
	86%

	Farm
	17
	33%


	3.  Settings in which you work with your audience:
 

Afterschool

30

59%

4-H community club

46

90%

Community youth groups

29

57%

Community coalition

35

69%

Other, please specify
9

18%

· School Enrichment

· 21CLC grant application is currently being written

· media- weekly column/responses, community adult 

· In classroom

· potentially a prison

· teen court

· classrooms

· Community Outreach

· Also conduct programs in-school during normal hrs.


	


	 
4.
Race (percentage estimate)
 

Top number is the count of respondents selecting the option.
Bottom % is percent of the total respondents selecting the option.


	

	1-10%

11-20%

21-30%

31-40%

41-50%

51-60%

61-70%

71-80%

81-90%

91-100%

N/A

American Indian

27
61%

5
11%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

1
2%

11
25%

Asian

28
67%

3
7%

0
0%

0
0%

1
2%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

10
24%

African American

32
76%

2
5%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

8
19%

Pacific Islander

20
54%

1
3%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

16
43%

White

1
2%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

2
4%

13
26%

34
68%

0
0%

Other

23
66%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

0
0%

1
3%

0
0%

11
31%




	 

5.
List or describe the populations (cultural groups, ethnic groups, socio-economic, disabled, etc.) you program for or would program for if you had appropriate learning resources:
 


	· Low income, Hispanic, deaf

· Hmong and Hispanic Youth

· 4-H population, Summer programming with Elementary and middle school youth, High School Youth Voice, Students with Special Needs

· Menominee County is the Tribal Nation

· Majority is white and extremely low income.

· The primary minority audience in Calumet County is Hispanics.

· Juneau County is either the most economically depressed (socio-economic) or nearly so. Therefore, my programming is directed toward youth/families facing issues of poverty and/or the working poor.

· Hispanic Migrant Workers' families,

· low income, not culturally diverse

· Latino/Hispanic, Disabled

· There is an emerging need for resources for Hispanic families and materials in Spanish. We've also started doing some programming for low-income or at-risk families.

· Learning Disabled, Hispanic

· working with low income, low-middle income; young families with kids k-5 grade, teens, county boards, adult leaders of youth serving,

· A quickly-growing group in Lafayette County is the Hispanic/Latino population, and more resources would be appreciated. The users of our programs are primarily white, middle-to-lower class.

· Hispanic,

· Mentally challenged

· Hmong

· low-income and lower middle class

· Low socio-economic

· Amish?, also a small but slowly growing Hispanic/Latino population

· Native American, at-risk youth

· I work with Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa Community College Extension youth development educator to provide native American culturally appropriate material, as well as Lac Courte Oreilles School staff as appropriate.

· Latinos, special needs, etc

· Native American; would like to work more with Hispanic and/or Amish; lots of low income youth; farm families

· I could really use information on working with autistic children. I have two of them in my 4-H program and I do not know the best way to reach them or to advise their club leaders.

· Latino, special accommodations - very individual

· Learning Disabilities

· "At-Risk" youth

· limited income, rural

· I'm good

· low income, at risk

· Latino communities; low-income groups (primarily with our AmeriCorp members)

· Amish, Latino workers

· children with special needs, socio-economic,

· low income families besides all the other areas

· Hispanic
· I would like to outreach further to the growing Latin American population and the disabled youth of our county.

· Hispanic and economically disadvantaged. Urban youth reached through afterschool programming.

· Economically disadvantaged; future need for Hispanic population possibly

· Hispanic

· Potentially Hispanic and youth with disabilities.

· Native Americans

· Limited Income Families and Working Poor

· grade K-13 4-H members

· small Hispanic population

· At risk youth, underserved youth, low income status youth, Native American youth, Hmong

· ?????

· American Indian

· Hmong





HOW YOUR AUDIENCE LEARNS


	6.
What have YOU found to be the best ways for your various audiences to learn?
 

By reading print materials (literature, books, handouts)

2

4%

By attending face-to-face trainings

19

37%

By accessing information on the Internet

6

12%

A combination of the above

35

69%

Other, please specify
6

12%




	· hands on

· repetition is important in effectiveness

· Be involved in "real" situations -service learning

· Hands On and video with activities

· hands-on activities

· informal teachable moments at meetings, email, etc

 
7.
In your county, do most 4-H families have reliable access to the Internet?
 



	Yes

33

65%

No

19

37%




	 
8.
From your perspective, does the format of the current project literature (4-H life skills guides) meet the learning needs of your audiences? 
 



	Yes

21

44%

No

28

58%




	 
9.
From your perspective, do volunteers and members use the current project literature (4-H life skills guides)? 
 



	Yes

1

2%

Some

38

76%

No

12

24%




10.
If you answered NO to either of the above, how do you perceive they would prefer to access information to meet their learning needs?
 

· Internet access is available, but not all families use it. Many 4-H families want skill based guides. Some 4-Hers do not use any literature.

· Some of the feedback I have received is the literature is too complex and it overwhelms them.

· There has not been a 4H Youth program for quite awhile in Menominee. My position Youth focus is youth leadership. There are portions of our Program that are wonderful for adaptation to/use in Menominee, such as Project Lead The Way and I'm currently connecting community leaders to such...Menominee's needs have been expressed through input sessions and, as I get my feet on the ground I will have a better feel for answering your questions. I've only been in Menominee for 5 months! Thanks for your request for input.

· Our biggest issue is money. We charge the members for the material and the majority of them cannot afford it so they are not getting it. If would be nice if they were in PDF's. We could pay a yearly fee and then download all of the materials and print them off as much as we wanted.

· While the life skills guide is beneficial, they don't use it because they won't more project content rich materials.

· Many want 4-H to be the same as in 1960 and use of "curriculum" for learning seems too fancy for them.

· The previous agent quit purchasing 4-H literature for the members, instead they have club baskets of the literature which goes un-utilized and very few members now even know that it exists. The project literature needs to find its way back to the families so that it can be used as a learning resource.

· That's a good question. I think fun hands on meetings would be most beneficial. Easier to understand and use project resources.

· Many of my clubs don't have dedicated project leaders to teach the youth, and those who are don't use the materials, they rely on their own knowledge or resources.

· Hands on activities, Possible Journaling on their life experiences.(I am a new agent and am not real familiar with the 4-H Life Skills Curriculum)

· I am finding that many of my 4-H families have less than a h.s. education and don't read well. Hands on appears to be best.

· Cost is the major factor related to its use and adoption. My perception is that youth would complete e-workbooks or project guides rather than keep the paper copy. Adults (staff and volunteers) may not have competence to support this change.

· Even if the project materials we available online as a pdf this would decrease the cost and increase the flexibility as to how they are used.

· Podcasting and video casting may be another way technology can be used to increase learning.

· I'm not sure that they meet the needs, because I'm not familiar with a lot of the literature yet...I just wanted to note that here!

· I think the format is fine (although not very content based for animal science - how to raise an animal), but without project leaders to guide the learning, I'm not sure it's used effectively.

· Cost is a barrier. If more could be downloaded with free access I think more people would be familiar with it.

· Many leaders/volunteers have knowledge in the subject matter for the project they lead and do not fully utilize the curriculum resource materials. In addition, literature publications are cost prohibitive for many if not most, especially if materials are not being utilized. However, from my perspective, resources online would be beneficial and a cost savings for everyone!!!!

· I think for the most part the literature is being used as its designed and it effective, many people do not use it for various reasons. Some people learn better from resource kits vs books...

· about 50% of our families have and use computers regularly... for those families web-based information, webinars and teleconferences are a good option; face-to-face meetings seem to work best for others.

· they find it themselves via the internet, talking to people they know, asking teachers

· I do not think that the literature is always used by youth and families. If is difficult to make it the right fit for all. Overall, it is a great improvement. Sometimes I think there are too many units - ie Horse 5 - or to have units sometimes for Cloverbuds - ie rocketry and other times not. It is confusing to the leaders. The ages in the literature is not always accurate - sometimes it is more skill or knowledge level so people do not know what to enroll in.

· quick, factual project activities that engage youth

· COMMENT: Yes most (more that 50% have internet. Format of literature is fine but most learning from volunteer experience and interests

· I did not say no to any but downloadable video would be nice. They like interactive video.

· The 4-H project literature is good, but I have received feedback that the 4-H families would like more concrete activities/projects to do instead of just pure "learning" activities. They want directions for things they can take to the fair.

· some volunteers feel some of the activity books are too vague

· I did not answer those that I do not know the answer to

· Some of the literature needs to be updated.

· many rely on library resources, internet resources, community members with practical related experience

· Since most project leaders are servicing varied age groups at the same time, I think it would be more convenient to have the life skills guide's activities posted on online as separate activities that would provide more flexibility to the leader. Then the leader could make copies of what they needed when they needed it and could use activities from multiple levels. For those that prefer paper, I think it would cut down costs if only the leaders had copies of the guides. Then the leaders could pass out copies of the activities when they were going to be completed.

· Unless the product literature is given to them during a training, most leaders don't take advantage of it.

· Best use is when project leaders use the literature to design a project meeting that meets the needs of their particular group of members. Without project meetings the literature does not get used often. It seems weak on content.

· Volunteers bring their own knowledge and resources

· Kids enjoy hands-on, in-person learning activities. What we need are Activity Sheets for Leaders, that list materials needed, learning objectives, questions to ask to stimulate kid's interest in the learning activity, how to actually conduct the learning activity, explanation of what happened and why, and then reflection questions to ask when the activity is completed. We can then put these activity sheets into a three-ring binder and update as needed, make copies for leaders as needed, etc. Updated Activity Sheets could be sent out electronically, saving dollars. Current literature is getting expensive and obsolete. I believe that an Activity Sheet format would be much less expensive and faster/easier to update.

· Even though I did not answer no, I feel there are additional resources people use. For example, recipes, plans, etc. from the internet or other books/magazines.

· I work with youth that are not in 4-H so we do not utilize project literature.

· I'm not sure if the current format meets the learning needs of our audience. Access to information - don't know.

HOW WE PROVIDE LEARNING RESOURCES


	 
11.
In your county, how do 4-H members and leaders receive project literature?
 



	Extension office manages the process of ordering and distributing

32

67%

Extension shares the decisions and roles with volunteers

7

15%

Clubs order and manage literature for club members

13

27%

Families order literature themselves

8

17%

Other
9

19%




	· Literature libraries at the office and libraries

· Club Baskets- unaware of actual existence though

· families turn in orders to club, clubs submit to o

· Clubs are billed for member literature taken.

· Families request, UWEX orders, Clubs distribute

· We order material for each club's "library tub".

· some order outside literature independently
· Lending libraries for each club

· Grant & Leaders Association pay the bill for now

 
12.
Is training provided to 4-H project leaders or parents on how to use the project literature?
 

Yes

17

34%

No

34

68%



	 
13.
In what format would YOU want to have learning resources to provide to your audiences?
 



	Electronic/DVD

26

54%

Web-based

38

79%

Print

29

60%

Activity pages

34

71%

Literature book

16

33%

Other, please specify
6

12%




· face to face

· hands on activities an adult can use with minimal

· podcasts

· variety of formats-print/copy on demand from web

· The kits are also very good

· All of the above - each person is different

LEARNING RESOURCES NEEDS 
For what current projects or topics do you have a need to have learning resources available beyond what exists already?


	 
14.
Animal Sciences
 



	Beef

11

42%

Cats

4

15%

Dairy

8

31%

Dogs

10

38%

Goats

6

23%

Horses

8

31%

Pets

5

19%

Poultry

10

38%

Rabbits

9

35%

Sheep

8

31%

Swine

8

31%

Veterinary Science

8

31%

Other, please specify
9

35%




· no current projects

· Unsure I do not work with these projects

· Not my area

· Llama, Model Horses

· llama

· it is good to have a variety for many needs

· Llamas

· Model Horse

· Market projects

	15.
Arts & Communication
 

Arts & Crafts

11

35%

Block Printing

7

23%

Communications

7

23%

Computers

8

26%

Drawing & Painting

12

39%

Folk Arts

9

29%

Latino Cultural Arts

4

13%

Leathercraft

16

52%

Metal Enameling

6

19%

Music

8

26%

Photography

9

29%

Theatre Arts

10

32%

Other, please specify
7

23%




	· jewelry making

· scrapbooking

· The arts and crafts is not really used any more -

· sign language

· it is good to have a variety for many needs

· Basketry, Ceramics, Creative Stitchery

· Public Speaking, Demonstrations, Scrapbooking

16.  Community Involvement
 
Citizenship

6

24%

International Programs

7

28%

Self-Determined

12

48%

Service Learning

9

36%

Youth Leadership

15

60%

Other, please specify
2

8%




	 

· it is good to have a variety for many needs

· cultures, club officers

17.  Family, Home & Health
 


	Child Development

6

25%

Clothing

7

29%

Consumer Savvy

4

17%

Crocheting

9

38%

Entrepreneurship

9

38%

Foods & Nutrition

9

38%

Health

5

21%

Home Environment

7

29%

Intergenerational Programs

6

25%

Knitting

11

46%

Personal Finance

9

38%

Workforce Readiness

11

46%

Other, please specify
3

12%




	· Cake Decorating

· weaving

· Career exploration

18.
Mechanical Sciences
 



	Aerospace

8

32%

Bicycling

6

24%

Electricity

6

24%

Geospatial

10

40%

Robotics

11

44%

Scale Models

9

36%

Small Engines

6

24%

Tractors

4

16%

Woodworking

8

32%

Other, please specify
5

20%




	

 
· Farm displays as part of scale models

· Unsure I do not work with these projects

· Rocketry

· it is good to have a variety for many needs

· GPS Instructors Guide needed


19.
Natural Resources & Environmental Education
 



	Adventures

14

58%

Backpacking & Hiking

5

21%

Bicycling

6

25%

Canoeing

6

25%

Entomology

6

25%

Exploring Your Environment

7

29%

Fishing

5

21%

Forestry

7

29%

Recycling

8

33%

Shooting Sports

10

42%

Water

4

17%

Wildflowers

8

33%

Winter Travel

10

42%

Other, please specify

6

25%




· Renewable Energy/Energy Conservation

· The whole naturespace area is confusing - we need

· it is good to have a variety for many needs

· Astronomy

· Birds; Geology

· BIRDS!

 
20.
Plant & Soil Sciences
 

	
	
	

	Corn
	7
	37%

	Flowers
	7
	37%

	Forage
	7
	37%

	Fruits
	9
	47%

	Home Grounds
	7
	37%

	House Plants
	10
	53%

	Plant Crafts
	11
	58%

	Small Grains
	6
	32%

	Vegetables
	13
	68%

	Other, please specify
	4
	21%


· Unsure I do not work with these projects

· it is good to have a variety for many needs

· We use Ext. Pub. for most of these to save money

· need more distinction b/t project literature

 
21.
Younger Members
 

	
	
	

	Cloverbuds
	29
	97%

	Exploring
	20
	67%

	Other, please specify
	2
	7%


· Our project leader uses all Minnesota Cloverbud

· This is the most needed area for literature

 
22.
Other comments or concerns you have about 4-H learning resources.
 

· Some of the list above has curriculum, but it looks dated so members feel that it is irrelevant. Maybe it just needs a face lift.

· Please keep up this work - it's really important to give our members and leaders quality project materials.

· Would it be possible to compile a list of all projects offered with resources? (i.e. Cake Decorating-_____ County or University of Minnesota with website)

· It will be a lot of work, but it may help answer questions before they get to you, and you won't have to reinvent the wheel of creating new sites like those already available. Thanks for even trying to tackle such a large job!! I give you a lot of credit!

· I think a blended approach that used traditional learning resources (print, dvd, etc.) and emerging trends (web based, podcasts, learning communities) will be the key to meeting the needs of the next generation of youth.

· As I indicated, most of my needs are for Community Youth development. I utilize 4H curriculum based on the current trends or needs of the community

· I don't know the current literature well enough to comment on what I need beyond it.

· The internet is probably the best, available at times of need, low direct cost in staff time/mailing/signing it out/getting it back/keeping track of it.

· Many 4-H families say project literature is outdated. Therefore, our county no longer offers 4-H literature and no one has missed it.

· I am glad this is being looked at. There have been tremendous improvements over the years. I would also encourage a look at what matches with the enrollment guide and units.

· Need engaging, high quality literature that excites and involves parents and kids.

· Most important need is a way to give project leaders training & support for how to "teach" projects consistent with the 4-H experiential learning format

· Please do something for our Cloverbuds and Exploring Project members. I am constantly asked by leaders and parents for resources in this area.

· Some of the videos are outdated.

· Glad to see new ones in the livestock area

· The National Curriculum is good, but it makes the assumption that every youth is completing their project in conjunction with an adult project leader that is an expert in that project area. In our county, this is not always the case. Many youth, it seems, complete their projects independently or with the help of a parent or another adult other than a project leader. There are resources in the backs of the books, but this list seems overwhelming and there is not a lot of media diversity. It would be more convenient and less confusing to have the best resource printed on the page with the appropriate activity. Leaders are challenged at the club and county level with trying to provide experiences to a variety of age groups/levels at the same time. Separate sessions for different age groups are only feasible with sufficient numbers of youth. The books also break up levels by ages instead of year in project. Therefore, an older youth that is starting a new project is provided materials that assume certain skills and knowledge.

· Developing 4-H Learning Resources should be considered in the BIG picture of state resources and staffing.

· The learner workbooks are too expensive to distribute for every members to have their own, and they are light on content and have way too many levels. Limit the levels to one or two. Use Extension publications for things like Vegetables and crops. Establish which pieces are the best buy for the buck rather than so many choices. For example we only use the Nancy Notions book for clothing; the Ohio spiral books are a best buy for livestock producers; Horse Science and Horses & Horsemanship are still the best pieces for horses. WE can buy things from all over but it would be nice to have Wisconsin 4-H using the same products so when we get to some of the contests and leader trainings we can talk about a common source for information. WE went to club boxes 3 years ago and club leaders tell me kids seldom check out literature. Enrollment time is not user friendly - people seldom know what level they should be requesting. If they could sign up by project topic and the office systematically gave them pieces for the project it would help. I am afraid we are losing or have lost our claim to using research based project material, especially in counties where families must purchase their own materials - economically disadvantaged people are not going to buy literature.

· If our county didn't buy it using grants and leader's association funds, cost would be prohibitive for many families. Leader guides are too sparse or too intimidating in many instances.

· We need to continue to keep the cost of resources as reasonable as possible so that audiences can afford to purchase.

· I checked all project areas intentionally. I'm always open to new resources and as science and technology changes, the resources we provide members and leaders needs to change.

Counties responding:

Brown

Buffalo

Burnett

Calumet

Chippewa

Clark

Columbia

Door

Douglas

Douglas

Dunn

Florence

Fond du Lac

GREEN

Green Lake

Iowa

Iron

Jackson

Jefferson

Juneau

La Crosse

La Crosse

Lafayette

Lincoln

Lincoln

Manitowoc

Marinette

Menominee

Oconto

Oneida

Outagamie

Outagamie

Price

Racine

Rusk

Sauk

Sauk

Sawyer

Shawano

Vernon

Walworth

Washington

Waupaca

Waushara

Winnebago
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