5th Graders Give Back to the Community
Fifth graders from Boys & Girls Club impact the community while realizing for themselves that 10 year olds can make a difference. From the end of June until early August, 29 children participated in a service learning program led by Denise Retzleff, 4-H Youth Development Educator. Because these children came together for the summer from a number of schools, the session began with opportunities to get to know each other and build teamwork skills. Children then explored the concepts of “community” and “service learning”. They realized that there are many ways to understand community. It might be a neighborhood, the school community, the city, or even the state of Wisconsin can be a community of people. The value of service learning when doing community work is that it includes time to reflect on what was accomplished, why it matters, and how the individual has grown through the experience. One of the first steps in service learning is identifying issues that affect the community and that also matter to the individual. Youth brainstormed concerns, including pollution and litter, drug use, animal cruelty, supporting military personnel, hunger, helping senior citizens, global warming, and support for families without a dad. 
Children painted door hangers that the Senior Center delivers to nursing home residents who do not have family members in the area. Kids used their creativity to make unique, colorful and fun decorations to brighten up the rooms of the elderly. At another session children learned the purpose of the Humane Society and that the shelter had recently acquired a large number of cats that would need to be put up for adoption. To help encourage adoption of the cats, the children wrote mini advertisements that were hung on the cat cages.
Next the children cut out and decorated hundreds of hearts that the Volunteer Center will use in their thank you’s to local volunteers. Nick Wilinski, Service Learning Coordinator at the Volunteer Center spoke to the children about the role of the Center. Many of the children were impressed that the center existed and that it worked to coordinate volunteers with those who needed help. The final service project was preparing a meal of sloppy Joe’s, potato salad, fruit salad, pasta salad and dessert for a 12 member flood disaster relief team that was working in Fond du Lac.
In the reflection activities children reviewed how they had learned and used decision-making, communication, cooperation and responsibility to carry out their service projects this summer. Each of them felt proud of the work they had done and agreed that 5th graders can make a positive difference in the community. The MetLife Foundation and Wisconsin 4-H Foundation provided funds to support this summer service learning program.
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Fifth graders from Boys & Girls Club impacted the community while realizing for themselves that 10 year olds can make a difference. They helped senior citizens, the animal shelter, the Volunteer Center, and with flood relief. From the end of June until early August, 29 children participated in a service learning program led by Denise Retzleff, 4-H Youth Development Educator. Children explored the concepts of “community” and “service learning”. One of the first steps in service learning is identifying issues that affect the community. Youth brainstormed concerns including pollution and litter, drug use, animal cruelty, supporting military personnel, hunger, helping senior citizens, global warming, and support for families without a dad. 

Children painted door hangers that the Senior Center delivered to nursing home residents who do not have family members in the area. Kids used their creativity to make unique, colorful and fun decorations to brighten up the rooms of the elderly. At another session children learned the purpose of the Humane Society and that the shelter had recently acquired a large number of cats that would need to be put up for adoption. To help encourage adoption of the cats, the children wrote mini advertisements that were hung on the cat cages.

The children cut out and decorated hundreds of hearts that the Volunteer Center will use in their thank you’s to local volunteers. Nick Wilinski, Service Learning Coordinator at the Volunteer Center spoke to the children about the role of the Center. Devan Johnson, a 5th grader in the program said, “I learned how important the Volunteer Center is to our community.” 
The final service project was preparing a meal of sloppy Joe’s, potato salad, fruit salad, pasta salad and dessert for a 12 member flood disaster relief team that was working in Fond du Lac. Carlos Gonazles, said, “this was the most interesting project because I got to cook!”
In the reflection activities at the end of the program children reviewed how they had learned and used decision-making, communication, cooperation and responsibility to carry out their service projects this summer. Jacob Harlan said, “I learned that you really have to cooperate to get the projects done. You have to work together.” Each of the youth felt proud of the work they had done and agreed that 5th graders can make a positive difference in the community. Cherish Billings summed it up best, “You get to help others even when you are little.” MetLife Foundation and Wisconsin 4-H Foundation provided funds to support this summer service learning program.

