Attachment 1

Youth Civic Engagement in Local Government
Description of Evaluation
Purposes of evaluation

The purpose of the evaluation is to assess the benefits, particularly in civic development, to youth serving on government boards and committees and to document the effect on group processes and on the adults serving with those youth. Outcomes of interest include:
1. Impact on youth participants

· Increased involvement with government and other citizenship habits

· Skills of civic involvement

· More positive attitudes/expectations toward future civic involvement

· Instrumental relationships with adults

2. Impact on board members and committees

· Improved decision-making processes

· Attitudes toward youth participation 

3. Impact on school and community

· Issue conversations leading to county board action

· Larger numbers of students involved in public issues through discussion, action

· Community appreciates value of youth: 

Additionally, information will be gathered for the purpose of program improvement.

Study Participants
Youth serving in voting or advisory roles in government boards and committees (elected and appointed) in programs supported by UW-Extension will complete written surveys and participate in individual or group interviews. Adult serving with youth on those boards and committees will participate in individual or group interviews. Youth participating in 4-H youth leadership programs such as county ambassador programs will also complete the written survey.

Participating counties are Douglas, Kenosha, Oneida, Washburn, Waupaca. If other counties with similar programs are identified, they may be added to the sample in future years.

Sample Size and Methodology

All youth serving in voting or advisory roles in government boards and committees (elected and appointed) in programs supported by UW-Extension in the five counties will receive written pre and post surveys at the beginning and end of their terms. The total population is approximately 40 youth annually. Approximately 40 youth serving in 4-H Ambassador programs or other county leadership programs in the same five counties will also complete the written pre and post surveys. This procedure will be repeated in the second year of the program.
Youth, their parents, and adult participants will receive and review passive consent documents (attached) prior to completing surveys or participating in interviews.

The evaluation has a quantitative and a qualitative component using surveys and interviews. Surveys will be sent via email to county staff who will implement the survey via mail or face-to-face during group meetings. Survey forms will be submitted to the principal investigator. Identifying information will be stripped after pre and post test matching has been completed and treatment and control groups have been separated. The principal investigator will use quantitative procedures to summarize survey data. Interviews will be conducted at the end of the youth term of board service with youth and adult program participants by the principal investigator, graduate assistants, and county staff. These data will be analyzed using content analysis.

Data will be disaggregated where possible so that county-based faculty will be able to use local results to report the value of their local government involvement programs and make indicated program improvements.
