Youth Leadership Group Flourishes through Wood County 4-H
  By:   Kyli Brown, Wood County 4-H Program Advisor
They sit on the Central WI State Junior Fair board and the 4-H Leaders Association, have spent summers in Japan and Australia through 4-H, they’re heard on the radio, are camp counselors, committee members, community service organizers, facilitators, emcees or instructors for 4-H programs at the county, district and state levels, Key Award winners, 4-H marketing specialists and Fairest of the Fair participants. 
This may sound like quite a laundry list of activities, but it’s just an average month for a P.A.L.S. member.
The P.A.L.S. (Promotion and Leadership Skills) Older Youth Group got their start over seven years ago when I first started in my position in Wood County. The purpose in forming the P.A.L.S group was to expand the leadership abilities of our older 4-H youth, (these teens already belong to their own local 4-H club), help in promotion of 4-H throughout Wood County, and to assist at county 4-H events.  
Since their inception in 2002 this group of teenagers has broke out of that initial mold and developed in themselves a group that prides itself on creation of new ideas, strengthening youth and adult partnerships, and more importantly friendships that have no school, club or township lines. 
Being in P.A.L.S. is both an honor and a responsibility. P.A.L.S members serve as tremendous role models who maintain the highest standards of excellence as they fulfill their 4-H pledge commitments of clear thinking, great loyalty, large service, and better living to make the best better in their clubs, communities, country, and world.
Events such as the Wood County 4-H Volleyball Challenge, New 4-H Family Supper, 4-H Cloverbud Camps, Creative Arts Day, and the Awards and Recognition Banquet would not be possible without the leadership, and new ideas that these teens provide. Just recently six P.A.L.S members organized a Root Beer Float Stand to raise money for the North/South Wood County Humane Society. They do a tremendous amount of work supporting Wood County 4-H and I can’t wait to see them enrolled as 4-H adult leaders when that time comes. What a great way to see the results of their involvement come full circle. 
Seventeen 4-H members in grades 7-13th grade make up the membership of P.A.L.S. Of the 30 4-H clubs in Wood County there is representation from nine different clubs located throughout the county. Many of these members stay active in P.A.L.S into their first year in college and attend 4-H activities over holidays and special events in the summer. 
Members of 4-H P.A.L.S include:  Kesley Peterson, Matt Manley, Dustin and Nate Huser of Wisconsin Rapids, Ellie Lavin of Nekoosa, Andrew Yerke of Auburndale, Beth Reigel and Alesha Osgood of Pittsville, Katie Peterson of Blenker, Tralese Weber of Rozellville, and Theresa Schiferl, Sarah Brecke, Danielle Krohn, Katie Simpson, Trent Tracanna and Michelle and Eric Heeg of Marshfield. 
