WISCONSIN 4‑H PHOTOGRAPHY ENDOWMENT FUND

COVERLETTER: BUSINESSES AND CORPORATIONS
Hello! My name is Ashley Viste. I’m from Door County where I was a 4‑H photo project member for 10 years. I recently returned to Wisconsin after more than four months in Washington D.C. where I worked as an intern in the White House photo office.

How did I qualify for a job in the White House? Through my experience in 4‑H! At the White House I was able to combine my photo skills with my extensive leadership experience, all gained through my years in 4‑H.
Why is that important to you? Because my 4‑H experience is not unique! For nearly 100 years 4‑H has helped thousands of young people like me gain skills, such as creativity, communication, decision making, and leadership . . . life skills that are important on any job.

I’m now a student at UW-Madison and a member of the Wisconsin 4‑H Foundation Board of Directors. I’m writing to ask for your financial support of the new Wisconsin 4‑H Photo Endowment Fund, created to sustain the Wisconsin 4‑H Photography Program.

I’m proud of Wisconsin 4‑H and its photo program. 4‑H volunteer leaders and staff prepared me not only for my past job at the White House, but also for my future. The Wisconsin 4‑H photo program is one of the best in the country. In Wisconsin, photography is the largest single 4‑H project, with over 10,000 members and 550 adult and older youth volunteer leaders.

Yes, it’s a great program and I want to make sure it stays that way! But I need your help to keep it going, to continue to meet the needs of youth and families throughout Wisconsin. That’s why I’m asking you today to “picture yourself” as a contributor to the Wisconsin 4‑H Photography Endowment Fund.

The fund was started by Wayne Brabender, 30-year Photography Specialist for the Wisconsin 4‑H Program who is retiring in 2008. The campaign is a five-year effort to collect at least $100,000 as an endowment for the photo program. The principle will generate income every year far into the future.
Your contribution will help the Wisconsin 4‑H Photography Program to:
· Support and maintain a highly successful statewide program of 4-H photo trainings 

· Develop new photo training resources and opportunities for 4-H photo volunteers 

· Market the photo program to new and diverse 4-H members and leaders 

· Provide photo program scholarships for kids and leaders in need 

Results of a recent statewide survey shed light on the many benefits of the 4‑H photo project. According to kids and parents in the survey, 4‑H provides opportunities in photography and the arts that are seldom available in schools, communities, or other youth groups in Wisconsin. They also said that being in 4‑H and the 4‑H photo project:
· Encourages them to explore and try new ideas in a safe, supportive environment where they have choices
· Improves their self-expression
· Provides them with opportunities to display their work publicly, which motivates them to do their best work

· Helps them feel more connected as they work with new friends and caring adult leaders from throughout their communities

· Gives them the communication skills and self-confidence to share their skills with others through project demonstrations and youth leadership opportunities at the 4‑H club, county and state levels

Why is it important to give? Your tax deductible contribution helps ensure the continued development of quality citizens and employees from throughout Wisconsin. It shows your clients that you care about the young people of our state in yet another important way. And it will be important to your current employees, too. I bet if you polled them today, a number of them would say that they, members of their families, or their friends were in 4‑H. I bet they would say that they gained lifetime skills and memories in 4‑H. What better way to help them say “thanks” to 4‑H than through a corporate contribution to a cause that they see as great, too.
You can read more about the benefits of the 4‑H photo project in the attached brochure and by visiting the photo fund web page at http://www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/events/PhotoFund.cfm.
So, won’t you please “picture yourself” and your company as contributors to the Wisconsin 4‑H Photography Endowment Fund? Wayne Brabender and I would be happy to meet with you to answer any questions or discuss ideas on how to reach others with this campaign. You can reach Wayne at 608-262-1067 or e-mail him at wayne.brabender@ces.uwex.edu. You can reach me through the Wisconsin 4‑H Foundation at 608-262-1597. Wayne and I look forward to hearing from you.
Thanks!

Ashley Viste
Wisconsin 4‑H Foundation Board Member
