WISCONSIN 4-H PHOTOGRAPHY ENDOWMENT FUND

COVERLETTER: 4-H Volunteer Leaders
Hello! My name is Wayne Brabender and I’m the photography specialist for the Wisconsin 4-H Program. Perhaps you’ve heard of me, or we’ve had the opportunity to learn together during my past 30 years as photo specialist and county fair photo judge.
I’m proud of our program. It’s one of the top 4-H photo programs in the country, and the largest single 4-H project in Wisconsin with over 10,000 members and 550 volunteer leaders. Let’s keep it going!
That’s why I’ve come to you today. I’m retiring from UW-Extension in 2008. I’m concerned about the impact that will have on the 4-H photo program in years to come.
And that’s why I’m asking you today to “picture yourself” as a contributor to the new Wisconsin 4-H Photography Endowment Fund. It is a five-year effort to collect $100,000 to benefit the photo program. Interest on the principle of this endowment will generate income each year. Your contribution will help the Wisconsin 4‑H Photography Program to:
· Support and maintain a highly successful statewide program of 4‑H photo trainings and opportunities
· Develop new training resources for 4‑H photo volunteers
· Market the photo program to new and diverse audiences

· Provide photo program scholarships for kids and leaders in need
Results of a recent statewide survey shed light on the many benefits of photography and the 4-H photo project. According to kids and parents in the survey, 4-H provides opportunities in photography and the arts that are seldom available in schools, communities, or other youth groups any more. They said photography is an activity that families can enjoy together. (The family that photographs together, stays together!) They also said that being in the 4-H photo project:

· Increases their photo technical skills

· Develops their creativity

· Improves their self-expression, self-determination, self-confidence, and self-esteem 

Why is it important for photo leaders to give? Your tax deductible contribution gives you a chance to give back to 4-H, a chance to help others, and a chance to say “thanks” for the benefits that you and your family have received from the photo project. 

I’ve attached a brochure to make your contribution easy. Just print it off, fill in the return card, and send it with your check to the Wisconsin 4-H Foundation. You can also contribute online by visiting the 4-H photo fund web page at http://www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/events/PhotoFund.cfm.

So, won’t you please “picture yourself,” your family or your 4-H club as a contributor to the Wisconsin 4-H Photography Endowment Fund? If you have questions, or would like to discuss ideas on how to reach others with this campaign, please call me at 608-262-1067 or e-mail me at wayne.brabender@ces.uwex.edu.

Even though I’m retiring from Extension, I’m committed to the success of this campaign and will be involved for years to come. I’m looking forward to hearing from you.

Thanks!
Wayne Brabender

Wisconsin 4-H Photography Specialist

