North Central Region Volunteer Development Specialists
Aug. 22, 2008

Conference Call

Present:  Sue Pleskac, Doug Swanson, Sheri Seibold, Sondra Germer, Pam Larson Nippolt, Judy Levings, Julie Chapin, Steve McKinley, Vickie Schwartz, Rod Buchele, Chris Gleason.

Volunteer Impact Study

For appropriate response rates, we need to capture the total number of people invited to participate.  So please send Julie any numbers above the initial 800.

The study will close Sept 1.  South Dakota and Ohio are not participating.  Julie will send us updated data in Sept.   There was discussion about whether it is a 10 state study or if we could generalize to the whole region.  

For reporting purposes it was decided to have a general template for each state to use.   There will be a regional report, including snapshots from each state.   Then each state will be responsible for reporting out their results in more detail.

The results will be used to document contributions the scope and value of volunteers in the North Central Region.  We will also draw correlations between particular data.  This will help for planning purpose, recruitment purposes, etc.  We will also try to compare our results with national non-4-H data.  Some areas for correlations are role vs yrs of service, role vs age, role vs months involved, yrs of service vs hours of commitment, etc.  

A limitation of the study is the lack of responses from our diverse audiences.  The response rate is statistically significant.  A small study team of Julie, Pam, Judy, and Pat has agreed to take the next steps with the project.  There will be an initial report in Dec.  If there are any suggestions related to reporting, please inform the study team.
Galaxy
Pam, Vickie and Sue have worked with the poster session.   Review the draft and get feedback to Pam.  She will finish and print the poster and bring it to Galaxy.  The poster is to be set up Tues at 11:30 and is staffed from 12:30 – 1:30.  Everyone who is able to be there then should be.  The poster is removed at 4pm.

National Update
Barbara Stone and Cathann Kress are leaving CSREES by the end of August.  Ryan Schmeising has been assigned volunteerism on the national level.  Rod, Chris, Sue, and Sheri are on the planning committee for the April Volunteer Conference.  April 27-30 in Kentucky.  Workshop proposals coming soon.  The volunteer framework will be used to guide the conference as well as VRKC and NLP work.  Susan Ellis will be a keynote.  Workshops will be 90 minutes and research has the option of 30, 45, or 90 minutes.  Registration will open in December.  The group will decide on the next call whether we can meet the day before the conference as planned.  With four people on the planning team, it is probably not possible. 

Forum
Ohio registrations are available online now.  Nebraska gave an update for 2009.   The group decided to have Michigan go ahead and reserve a site for 2010.   If we much cancel we’ll either help pay for the penalty or hold the 2010 one and cancel in 2011. 

Other
The plan of work has been posted.  The minutes are on there as well.

Next call is Oct 31 at 8:30 am central time with L.J. hosting and Julie taking notes.  

Submitted by Doug Swanson
