
 



 

Wisconsin Operation:  Military Kids  

Operation:  Military Kids Read  

OMK Makes A Difference  

ñI want to thank you for the books relating to 

issues surrounding military deployment donated 

recently to the Fond du Lac Public Library by 

your organization.  Just last week a father and 

his eleven-year -old daughter visited the library. 

Mom was recently deployed to Afghanistan.  I 

immediately thought to reference the excellent 

resources we have received from Operation:   

Military Kids.  Thank you for this tremendous 

service.ò 

Alison Eckes 

Children's Services Librarian 

Fond du Lac Public Library  

Wisconsin is home to almost 15,000 military children, and they can be found in every county in the 

state.  Operation:  Military Kids (OMK) provides opportunities for these youth to connect with peers 

who are in similar situations, programming for those who need help coping with the stresses of deploy-

ment, and education for local communities about the impact of deployment on service members and 

their families and how they can offer support.  

Because there are military families living all across the state of Wisconsin, many are left feeling isolated 
and alone.  Operation:  Military Kids Read is an effort to support these military families wherever they 
live.  For each of the seventeen library regions across the state and the library at Fort McCoy, OMK pro-
vided a collection of over fifty books which focus on topics that relate to deployment, real-life experiences, 
and resilience.  Lesson plans were created to go along with many of the books.  The books are wonderful 
for alleviating lonely feelings and reminding military families that people care, and there is support.    

Mission:  

Wisconsin Operation:  Military Kids builds partnerships to increase  

capacity for youth, families, and communities to support youth of  

Guard, Reserve, and Active Duty families.  



 

Chancellor Ray Cross takes the canoe he built out for its maiden voyage during his visit to 

the Wisconsin Operation:  Military Kids camp at Upham Woods Outdoor Learning Center 

in Wisconsin Dells.  

Jim Leser and Donna Anderson  
UW Distance Education and Digital Media  

 

Jim Leser was excited and enthusiastic about working on the DVD 

featuring military families sharing the challenges they confront when 

faced with deployment.  Since he had served in the military, this issue 

was near and dear to his heart.  Jim produced a wonderful program 

that will be utilized to motivate communities to reach out to military 

families.  Donna Anderson created the on screen graphics, design for 

the cover and DVD, and put it all together so it would be eye catching 

and appealing.  She was also responsible for the creation of the mas-

ter DVD including closed captioning.  Without the dedication and en-
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and community organizations.  

 

Jon Hisgen, Consultant, Health Education & Physical Activity, Student Services/

Prevention and Wellness Team, Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction  

 

Wisconsin Operation:  Military Kids was fortunate to work with Jon Hisgen on the OMK graphic novel and 
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combination for this project.  In addition, Jon was integral in establishing the partnership with the Wisconsin 

Public Libraries to coordinate Operation:  Military Kids Read.  OMK is grateful for these amazing contribu-

tions to Wisconsin military families.  
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