Program Highlights
2011 FOTO FOLLIES CONFERENCE

PRESENTERS

Wisconsin 4-H Photo Advisory Committee – Serving as coordinators, hosts and presenters for the conference are this group of veteran 4-H photo leaders, county fair superintendents and county fair judges. They are: Wayne Brabender, Doyle and Shirley Gates, Joyce Hach, Gary Holz, Barb Lassa, Al Lothen, Mike Lougee, Tom Miller, Anne Rosenau, MaryBeth Seib, Tracy Strother, and Ann and Jeff Vogtschaller. If you have a question during conference, just ask someone wearing an “Ask Me” nametag.

Jack Socha – If you’re a fan of Larry Meiller’s Wisconsin Public Radio mid-day call-in show, then you’re already familiar with Jack Socha. Since 2008, he’s been cheerfully and skillfully answering listeners’ photography questions. Socha is based in Spring Grove, MN, but has worked in several parts of the country as radio broadcaster, journalist, computer consultant, photographer and photo instructor. Socha now produces radio, television and multimedia projects for non-profit organizations, including the Catholic Diocese of La Crosse and the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. He also teaches non-credit courses on digital photography at Western Wisconsin Technical College in La Crosse. Socha will be the keynote speaker Saturday evening and will teach two workshops on digital photography during the conference.

Debbie Abraham – Debbie Abraham is a La Crosse County 4-H photo leader, county fair superintendent, and accomplished photographer. She is an active member of the La Crosse Area Camera Club and works at “The Studio” in La Crosse, where she retouches, corrects color and prints photos. In her spare time, Debbie and her husband Paul shoot portraits and weddings together. Abraham has created a CD on photo composition that she will share at Foto Follies. She will also lead two sessions on Saturday: “Basic Photo Composition and Technique” and “Basic Portraiture and Lighting.”

RESOURCES
Photo Learning Resources – If you have photo resources (magazines, books, CDs or DVDs, photo tools) that you want to give away, sell, or just to share with others for the weekend, please bring them for our sharing table. Items on sale will include: Jack Socha’s “How to Use the Digital Camera You Just Bought,” Dan Johnson’s “4-H Guide: Digital Photography,” and the national 4-H photography curriculum.

Websites – Visit the Foto Follies conference website at http://www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/onlinpro/FotoFollies2009.cfm for resources developed for the 2005 and 2009 programs. Visit the State 4-H Photography Project website at http://www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/onlinpro/photography.cfm for additional ideas, resources and links.

PROGRAM: FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

Opening Session
Getting to Know Your Camera – So, you’ve made the switch to digital and you’ve browsed through your camera manual. But what’s it all mean? This session will help you establish a basic understanding of digital terminology and concepts. Then you’ll learn how these concepts apply to your specific digital camera, so you can control and adjust it to get the photos you want. Presenters will concentrate on aperture, shutter speed and exposure; resolution; digital file types or formats; auto exposure settings or scene modes; white balance settings; ISO or light sensitivity settings; and special effects settings. Bring your digital camera and manual to this session. Lead presenters: Tracy Strother and Tom Miller.
Evening Photo Activities
Exploring Night Photography – Many photographers pack up their cameras at sunset. But why? Nighttime is a great time to take photos and increase your understanding of light. In this session, you’ll explore the fun and challenge of night or low-light photography. Recommended equipment is a camera with manual settings or bulb capability, tripod, cable release, penlight or small flashlight, and notebook for recording information. If you don’t have all these items, don’t worry. We’ll share ideas, techniques and equipment as we shoot around a roaring campfire, with strobes, flashes, flashlights, and more.

Sharing Session: Exploring Photo Software & Websites – Join in for a look at popular photo software and websites that are perfect for 4-H photo leaders and members. A bank of computers will allow you to visit the sites and test the software. This is a sharing session, so bring links to your favorite sites. At the end of the session, we’ll compile our own website “Top 10.”
PROGRAM: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Morning Photo Walk
If you’re an early riser, gather at the camp lodge at 6:30 a.m. for an optional, informal photo walk along the Wisconsin River. Bring a tripod and good walking shoes. You’ll be back in time for breakfast at 7:30.

Workshops

Session “A” Workshops: 8:30-10:00 a.m.

A-1
Beginner: How to be an Effective 4-H Photo Leader – This workshop is aimed at new and emerging 4-H youth and adult volunteers who want to become more effective photo leaders. Learn how to plan, develop, carry out and evaluate learning opportunities through the 4-H photography project. Plan your project year with ideas for active, fun and educational photo meetings and field trips. Explore the state’s 4-H photo curriculum and resources. Learn how to help your photo project members set realistic goals for the year and actively involve youth leaders in your project. See why digital cameras are often called the perfect teaching tool for 4-H photo leaders. Meet and network with other 4-H photo leaders from around the state. Bring your photo and project leader questions and ideas! Lead presenter: Tracy Strother.

A-2
Advanced: Digital Photo Editing & Manipulation – Before the digital revolution, only a relatively few photographers had access to a darkroom. Now every photographer with a computer has a darkroom, and editing or finishing photos has become an essential part of the creative process. In this session, enjoy a demonstration of some of the free or low-cost photo editing programs, such as Picasa (http://picasa.google.com/), Gimp (http://www.gimp.org/), Picnik (http://www.picnik.com/) and Photoshop Elements. You’ll also explore some simple but powerful editing techniques that can improve a photo and enhance composition, including adjusting exposure, correcting color, sharpening, retouching, dodging and burning. Lead presenter: Jeff Vogtschaller.

A-3
Judges: County Fair Photo Judges Training – Learn how to become an effective county fair photo judge. Discuss county fair rules, regulations and photo classes; the latest 4-H photo curriculum; and county fair judging tools and tips. Review the criteria used to judge photos at Wisconsin county fairs: composition, story telling ability, technical quality, mounting and neatness. Discuss different philosophies and types of judging. Practice Danish and conference judging techniques. At the completion of Workshops A-3 and B-3, you’ll be eligible to become a registered county fair photo judge in Wisconsin. If you sign up for this workshop, you must also sign up for Workshop B-3. Lead presenter: Wayne Brabender.
Session “B” Workshops: 10:30 a.m.-Noon
B-1
Beginner: Basic Photo Composition & Technique – What’s the difference between a snapshot and a photo that wins awards and has people saying “Wow”? The difference is not in the camera. Great photos have been taken with the cheapest and simplest cameras. The difference is in the lighting and composition – the placement of elements in a photo that tell an interesting story and make a lasting impression on viewers. Explore the composition rules and shooting techniques that guide professional photographers when taking and editing their photos for impact. Learn how to think critically before you shoot your next photo, by taking your time, being selective, studying the light, trying different angles or positions, and experimenting to put that “wow factor” into your shots. Presenter: Debbie Abraham.
B-2
Advanced: Studio Portraiture & Lighting – Have you ever admired the work of studio photographers? How did they get “that” shot? In this advanced level session find out from a pro, as she demonstrates how the right combination of lights, reflectors and background can help create the perfect photo. Learn how to set up shots with the equipment you have. Explore how to prepare and relax your portrait subjects, including difficult subjects (kids, pets). Explore creative techniques that will add impact to your portraits. Lead presenter: MaryBeth Seib.
B-3
County Fair Photo Judges Training (Continuation of A-3) – If you sign up for this workshop, you must also sign up for Workshop A-3. Lead presenter: Wayne Brabender.
Session “C” Workshops: 1:30-3:00 p.m.

C-1
Beginner: Taking Candid Photos of People & Animals – It’s no surprise that the most popular photo subjects are people and animals. In this beginning level session, discover the basics of taking great candids of human and animal subjects. Learn how to choose the right equipment, camera, lens, location, props and lighting; select your subjects; and develop your own candid style. Explore how to photograph babies and children; take photos of groups; shine at taking holiday and celebration photos; and photograph people and animals in action. Lead presenters: Doyle and Shirley Gates.
C-2
Beginner: Taking Still Life Photos – A still life is a photo of several inanimate subjects arranged by the photographer. Transform everyday objects into exciting still life photos through dynamic composition and lighting. Study examples taken by professionals as well as 4-H kids. Learn how to plan your shot. (Hint: It’s often the simplest set up that makes the most impact!) Practice using a tripod, lights, backdrop and reflectors. Learn about side, front and back lighting; compare natural daylight with artificial light; and experiment with diffusing and reflecting light. Find out how to shoot more challenging subjects, like glass, metal, jewelry and smaller objects. Lead presenters: Ann and Jeff Vogtschaller.
C-3
Advanced: Tech Talk about Digital Cameras & Computers – Delve deeper into the science of digital photography in this advanced level session with Jack Socha. Explore the pros and cons of shooting in different formats (Jpeg, Tiff and RAW), and the differences between point-and-shoot cameras and digital SLRs. Learn more about advanced concepts and camera functions so you can start to push the limits of your equipment and your photography, including exposure modes, histograms, digital “noise,” image compression, resolution, color temperature and white balance. Learn how to manage the workflow once you’ve downloaded your photos, including how to store, share and present your photos. Bring your list of questions! Presenter: Jack Socha.
Session “D” Workshops: 3:30-5:00 p.m.
D-1
Beginner: Basic Portraiture & Lighting – In this beginning level workshop, learn how to shoot portraits with available light or a simple lighting setup that can be used at home or on location. Explore the use of reflectors and flash in your portrait work. Discuss the principles of lighting and tips on how to work with and set up your portrait subjects. Presenter: Debbie Abraham.
D-2
Beginner: Taking Photos of Buildings & Structures – Learn to take a thoughtful approach to creating memorable images of buildings and structures. Explore how to find ideal shooting positions and lighting conditions for your shots; reduce converging lines so buildings stand straight in your photos; add depth and control depth of field; eliminate distracting elements in the background or foreground; and add finishing touches on your computer (e.g., perspective cropping, sharpening and coloring). Discuss when to add people to your building photos; when to move back to get the whole building and when to move in close to capture interesting architectural details; and when to deliberately distort elements in a photo for effect. Lead presenter: Jeff Vogtschaller.
D-3
Advanced: Outdoor Photography (includes photo walk) – Explore advanced-level techniques for capturing subjects out-of-doors as you learn to see and think like a photographer. Topics will include shooting with wide angle and telephoto lenses, making panoramas, and taking macro photos. Learn tips on photographing nature and wildlife, sunsets and sunrises, plants and flowers. Understand and appreciate the important photo concepts of pre-visualization, light quality and depth of field. Become more comfortable using a tripod. Presenters: Photo Advisory Committee Panel.
Keynote Address
Taking the Mystery out of Digital Photography – Jack Socha will share insights and ideas gleaned over 30 years of taking photos and teaching photography. Author of the book and CD, “How to Use the Digital Camera You Just Bought,” Socha will address the kinds of questions and issues he has heard from listeners on public radio and from participants in his photo classes. There will be time for your photo questions!

Evening Photo Activities
Portfolio Reviews – Here’s an opportunity to have a photo judge look at 5-10 of your best prints during a 10-minute personal photo critique. This is an optional activity. If you want to participate, indicate that on your conference registration form so a time can be scheduled for your review.
Sharing Session: County Fair Photo Classes – How does the list of photo classes at your county fair stack up against other counties around the state? Join county fair photography judges and superintendents for a lively give and take on county fair photo classes and photo judging issues. Discover what photo judges are looking for and how you and your project members can get the most out of the judging experience. Learn how class lists vary from county to county and why, and the best way to recommend changes to the photo classes at your county fair. Review the current statewide list of suggested photo classes and categories for county fairs. Plan to bring a copy of your county fair book to this discussion.
Sharing Session: Fun 4-H Photo Activities – Make a pinhole camera, go on a photo scavenger hunt, take trick photos that fool the eye, colorize B&W prints, make a bean bag camera support, and more! Try these fun activities so you can use them at your own 4-H photo project meetings. This is a sharing session, so bring your favorite activities for others to try.
PROGRAM: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Morning Photo Walk
If you’re an early riser, gather at the camp lodge at 6:30 a.m. for an optional, informal photo walk along the Wisconsin River. Bring a tripod and good walking shoes. You’ll be back in time for breakfast at 7:30.

Workshops

Session “E” Workshops: 9:00-10:30 a.m.

E-1
Beginner: Outdoor Photography (includes photo walk) – The great outdoors! You don’t need to be on vacation to capture a special time and place. You can take great nature, landscape and plant photos close to home, any time, in any season. Find out how in this beginning level session as you explore equipment, composition, lighting and effective shooting techniques. Learn how to shoot in good weather and bad. Assess your own equipment to see what kinds of subjects will work best for you. Explore interesting seasonal photographic themes. Presenters: Photo Advisory Committee Panel.
E-2
Beginner & Advanced: Buying a Digital Camera – Are you thinking of buying a new digital camera? Are 4-H photo project members or family members asking for your advice? Then take out the guesswork in this workshop. Explore key differences in cameras and what you should look for and avoid. Find the digital camera that best reflects your budget and photographic interests. Before you buy, take time to understand camera settings and options, lenses, filters, memory cards, optical and digital zooms, menu options, and scene modes. Presenter: Jack Socha.
E-3
Beginner & Advanced: You Be the Judge – Judging photos is a powerful way to improve one’s photography skills and knowledge. Learn some fun group photo-judging activities and techniques, using basic rules of composition and other criteria recommended by Wisconsin county fair photo judges. Then apply the criteria as we choose photos for the Foto Follies final slide show. Presenters: Photo Advisory Committee Panel.
Closing Session
Foto Follies Slide Show – Our conference wrap-up session will feature a slide show of photos taken by you and other participants during the conference. We’ll end with an evaluation that will help in future planning.

