Wisconsin 4-H Name and Emblem Authorization Continuum

Charter

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

Other

Authorization Types

4-H club, group, or committee that
exists to further the programmatic
focus and mission of the 4-H Youth
Development Program. Recognized
as a 4-H entity.

Organization that partners with
Cooperative Extension to provide
support to the 4-H program. This
group is most often an external group
and may conduct work which
Cooperative Extension is not able to
do. Recognized as an affiliated
organization.

A business or organization outside of
Cooperative Extension granted approval
to produce a product or service for the
4-H program.

Authorization Parameters

These entities may use the 4-H Name
and Emblem for a variety of uses
related to their purpose.

These organizations may use the 4-H
Name and Emblem for a specific
purpose. They may not authorize
others to use the 4-H Name and
Emblem

These entities are authorized to use the
4-H Name and Emblem for a specific
purpose for a specific time period (to
create merchandise for an event, etc.)

Recognition by 4-H
National
Headquarters/NIFA/USDA
and

Cooperative Extension

Cooperative Extension recognizes
these entities as “4-H” and:

¢ Accepts responsibility for them;
¢ Expects these entities to be
accountable and compliant with all
applicable policies.

Cooperative Extension recognizes
these affiliates as partners with the 4-H
program and has expectations for
accountability and compliance with
applicable policies.

Cooperative Extension does not
recognize these parties as part of the 4-
H program.

Authority Granting
Authorization

All charters must be the 4-H National
Headquarters-USDA approved
charters which can be issued at the
state or county level.

The Extension Director and/or
designee such as the State 4-H
Program Director , makes all
decisions regarding who shall receive
a charter, when charters need to be
renewed, and when to revoke a
charter.

MOU'’s should be negotiated and
issued from the Extension Director
and/or designee such as the State 4-H
Program Director, for a state
partnership, and from 4-H National
Headquarters for any MOU involving
an entity which operates in more than
one state.

MOU’s should include information
about terms and how the MOU could
be terminated.

Authorization can be issued at the level
which corresponds to the product or
service as long as the product or service
is clearly identified (Example: product
must bear the name of the local or state
program “Wisconsin 4-H” or “Jackson
County 4-H")

4-H National Headquarters must
authorize:

e Any product/service that is not
identified with a local or state level but
only features the 4-H Name and/or
Emblem;




e Any product/service that involves
interstate activity.

Cooperative Extension reserves the
right to revoke authorization at any
time for any reason.

Federal Tax Exempt
Status through Wisconsin
4-H

Yes

No

No

Required Annual
Documentation

New Charter and Annual Charter
Renewal documents

Memorandum of Understanding that is
annually reviewed and issued

Application process

Examples

e 4-H Clubs

e 4-H Committees that are
individually chartered

e 4-H Leaders Organizations

e 4-H Groups that hold a 4-H charter

4-H Foundations®

4-H Endowments *

4-H Camp Facilities 2

Livestock and Auction Committees®
Fairs

e Commercial vendors

e Advisory Boards
e Partnership Groups
e (Collegiate 4-H

4-H Foundations and 4-H Endowments: These groups are organized in three different ways. They can be part of the charted 4-H Leaders Organization
with accountability for their activities and finances through that group. The group may be independent which would need to have designated
accountability for activities and finances through an MOU. The group may be accountable within another organization such as the Wisconsin 4-H
Foundation. In these situations, accountability for activities of fund raising, money disbursement and finances are accountable to the local 4-H Leaders
Organization.

4-H Camp Facilities: These groups are organized in two different ways. They can be part of the charted 4-H Leaders Organization with accountability for
their activities and finances through that group. The group may be independent which would need to have designated accountability for activities
involving 4-H youth and use of the name and emblem through an MOU. Activities of 4-H Camps would include educational programs for youth, physical
plant upkeep and maintenance, fund raising, etc.

Livestock and Auction Committees: These groups are organized in three different ways. They can be part of the charted 4-H Leaders Organization with
accountability for their activities and finances through that group. The group may be independent which would need to have designated accountability
for activities and finances through an MOU for the parts of their program that include 4-H youth. It most cases this includes the use of the name and
emblem for marketing purposes. The group may be accountable within another organization such as the Fair Association. An MOU would be
appropriate for the activities involving 4-H youth and use of the name and emblem for marketing purposes.



Special Note:
Advocacy groups such as Friends of 4-H, whose primary function is advocacy or lobbying, should not be chartered or authorized in ways listed in this
chart. These are unique groups and caution should be used authorizing them to use the 4-H Name or Emblem or offering tax exempt status. 4-H
National Headquarters recommends not authorizing these groups at all. If they sponsor an event, such as a legislative breakfast, the primary use of the
4-H Name and Emblem should be as a reference only and not for benefit. These groups should not create publications or products, but could work
with a state 4-H Foundation to create fact sheets, or could share materials developed by the state 4-H program office. They should not fundraise on
behalf of 4-H while using the 4-H Name and Emblem nor should they be allowed federal income tax exemption through Cooperative Extension.
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