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Rescue Rangers-Upham

Activity Plan Title: Camp or Outdoor Activities
BACKGROUND

GPS is used in locating, tracking, navigating, mapping, and timing. Locating is determining a basic location of someone or something. Tracking is the process of monitoring something or someone as it moves. Navigating is determining where you are going or getting from one location to another. Mapping includes surveying and mapping locations around the world. Timing involves frequency, precise time measurements, and time intervals.  

This hands-on activity has youth use their GPS units to locate and navigate.  



WHAT TO DO
(Form the group into teams of “Upham Woods Rescue Rangers” and read the following scenario.) 
· Our dispatcher just received a radio distress call from a lost camper in XXXXXX at Upham Woods.  The camper said his name is Bucky Badger.  He lost his group while hiking and cannot find his way out of the woods.  Fortunately, he has his GPS unit or his two-way radio.  He reported his coordinates as XXXXX before we lost contact.  Your assignment is to find Bucky and get him back to the main lodge.”
· You will want to consider Bucky Badger’s location and how to bring him back to camp safely.  
· If you are the first group to find Bucky Badger, you should inform the other teams that he has been found or leave a message at the site.  
· When the teams return, gather them all together.  

TALK IT OVER
Reflect:   

· What were some problems you had finding Bucky Badger?  
· What were some successes you had finding Bucky Badger?  
· What questions do you have about using GPS to locate and navigate?
· How did GPS help you find Bucky?

· What are some guidelines to keep in mind when finding a lost camper?

   
  Apply: 

· How has GPS positively impacted your life? Your family?

· How is GPS used on television shows to rescue people?

· What are some other uses of GPS that have not been discussed?

· How might GPS be used in the future?

ENHANCE/SIMPLIFY

Enhance: 

To add a challenge to this activity, move Bucky while the teams are looking for him. This is similar to when a victim crawls to a new location seeking help.  

ADDITIONAL WEB LINKS
www.geocaching.com
http://www.4-hcurriculum.org/catalog.aspx?cid=188&c=Geospatial
http://4h.missouri.edu/go/programs/mapping/GPSactivties.mht
Project Skills:


Youth will practice GPS skills.


Youth will use GPS skills and equipment to find an imaginary injured hiker.


Youth will become familiar with and discover information about an area.





Grade Levels:  4-8


 


Supplies Needed:


GPS units for every 2-4 participants 


Life Sized Bucky Badger Dummy (lightweight for hauling to rescue location and dressed in bright clothing)


Topographic map of the area of the rescue


Magnet compass for each team


Portable two-way radios are an optional supply





Do Ahead:


Place the Bucky Badger in a location that is secluded, but not hidden, and in a field terrain that is appropriate for the age of the searchers


Mark and record the coordinates of Bucky Badger








Sources: 





Created by Deb Ivey,   4-H Youth Development Agent, Iowa County, and Gail Roberts, Youth Development Educator, Jefferson County


Adapted from a lesson by Mike Clifford at oklahoma4h.okstate.edu/scitech/docs/GPS_Field_Exercies_and_Games.doc   


For basic information on GPS, go to oklahoma4h.okstate.edu/scitech/docs/geospatial/gpslesson1.ppt
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