December 2008

School Representative:

Are you familiar with the 2007 report entitled Rising Above the Gathering Storm: Energizing and Employing America for a Brighter Economic Future? That report stated that “the scientific and technical building blocks of America’s economic leadership are eroding.” 
For decades, academic excellence in the nation’s science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) classrooms has helped the United States compete, succeed, and remain economically and militarily secure. In recent years, however, the STEM fuel that traditionally powered United States ingenuity has been in ever-shorter supply. 

One solution to these challenges is 4-H, which includes hands-on science, engineering, and technology curriculum, that helps develop young people’s passion for the sciences at an early age.   4-H creates a spark that empowers youth to drive change and envision a successful future while creating a long-lasting interest in science, engineering, and technology.

The Project Lead the Way (PLTW) program was identified in the Rising Above the Gathering Storm report as a model for “K–12 curriculum materials based on world-class standards,” the project-based/problem-based approach and rigorous and relevant curriculum have made PLTW an effective catalyst for education improvement at any school.
Wisconsin 4-H is partnering with the Kern Family foundation of Waukesha to encourage Wisconsin schools to consider adopting the PLTW curriculum and join the 100+ Wisconsin schools that currently offer PLTW.

4-H and the Kern Foundation also partnered with schools in 25 counties in 2008 and 2009 to offer a summer science academy called 4-H Gateway Academy.  This week long program for middle school students inspires youth to explore science, engineering and technology and to continue their education in PLTW courses.

If you and your school are interested in learning more about PLTW, go to www.pltw.org for general information about the program.  

You might also contact                , 4-H agent in ___________ County at                        .

They have information about PLTW, they can arrange for a presentation on PLTW to teachers, administration or parents and they are aware of grant funds to assist with starting a PLTW program.  

Thank you,
Debra Ivey

4-H Project Lead the Way Coordinator

