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Spokesperson Talking Points 

Gateway Academy

· The Gateway Academy is a co-ed, week-long summer day camp that provides students with a new awareness of the principles of science, technology, engineering and math in a learning lab environment.

· Includes fun, confidence-building activities designed to inspire and influence youth students to pursue math and science courses in high school in preparation for technical careers. 

· After a pilot program with five camps in 2006, more than 200 programs are scheduled for 2009

· Academy instructors are certified by Project Lead the Way® (PLTW).

· Academies prepare students for the PLTW Gateway to Technology pre-engineering curriculum during the school year.

Workforce Issues

· Fewer young people are pursuing engineering-related careers and more engineers are retiring. The result: manufacturers, who are already suffering from a lack of qualified employees, will experience a growing need for skilled workers.

· The Bureau of Labor Statistics projects the demand for engineers to increase by 160,000, or 11 percent, from 2006 to 2016.
The SME Education Foundation

· The foundation addresses the need for skilled workers in the manufacturing sector with a three-fold approach designed to:

· Inspire youth interested in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM).

· Support students studying for a career in an engineering-related field.

· Prepare these students with the necessary skills for success. 

