WI 4-H Conference Delegates Identify the Environment as Service-Learning Focus
Grants Available from WI 4-H Foundation
Nearly 400 Wisconsin 4-H youth and adult delegates met at the 2008 Wisconsin State 4-H and Youth Conference to discuss what issues should be the focus of service learning in the state for the year. The State 4-H Youth Leader Council World facilitated a series of conversations called a World Café to discuss service learning experiences and issues 4-Hers care about.  Environmental issues were selected as the top priority.
Clubs and counties are encouraged to learn about and find ways to address environmental concerns in their communities.  Service learning is all about taking the skills you are learning and applying them to meaningful service in the community.  Projects could improve the environment or lessen our impact on it.  Public Awareness Campaigns, Community Action Activities, and looking at Personal Consumption, are great ways to get started.  Have your club/county group consider these questions:


How does the environment affect me and my community?


How do my actions affect the environment?


What can I take action on within my community?


What skills am I learning that I can apply to an environmental project?

The Wisconsin 4-H Foundation has committed $5000 to support this new initiative.  Groups who need seed money can apply for grants of $100-200. Grant applications are due November 1, 2008 to the Wisconsin 4-H Foundation.  Please share your photos and stories with the state 4-H office so we can publicly document the impact Wisconsin 4-H can have on environmental issues when we all pull together.  

For more information on WI 4-H Environmental Service Learning initiative including the grant application, project ideas and resources and how to share your project successes, visit http://www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/yig/ServiceLearning.cfm  

Sample Projects:

· Take your leadership skills and start a recycling program at your county fair, public building, or another public event.

· Create posters using your artistic abilities and communication skills to inform the public, people at your school, or patrons of a local business about ways they can reduce their environmental impact (ex. carpooling, composting, recycling, energy conservation).

· Take direct action in your community to clean up litter, combat invasive species, or plant trees/native plants. 

· Look at ways your 4-H projects affect the environment and research ways to take action to reduce your impact (ex. animal wastes, toxic chemicals used in wood finishing or horticulture, transportation, baking ingredients).

