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Youth in governance in Lincoln County

Making room at the table for young citizens

Youth who get involved in their communities make significant contributions to the quality of life and are more likely to be active, productive citizens as adults. When adults and young people cooperate on civic work, youth develop citizenship skills and both youth and adults gain an appreciation for the contributions of youth. 

Extension’s Response

In communities throughout the state, Extension agents and specialists work to expand the role of youth community leaders and active citizens. This includes providing training and experiences with democratic practices, engaging youth in community decision-making and community governance, working with elected officials to establish youth positions on public boards and councils, and training adults on effectively working with youth as partners. 

Outcomes

· Sixteen youth and 13 adults served on the steering committee that created the Lincoln County Teen Court. Forty-eight youth were trained and served as panel members. They heard 15 youth offender’s cases during nine sessions in the first year of the program.
· Since the 1991, the Lincoln County 4-H Board of Directors has been a youth-adult partnership. At the November 2005 annual meeting, the Lincoln County Leaders Association (composed of both youth and adults) elected six youth. The board now has almost an equal number of youth and adults.
· The equal number of youth and adults involved in the Junior Dairy Committee has reduced the controversies that threatened the future of the Junior Dairy Show at the Lincoln County 4-H Fair. 
· Youth and Adults on the "After the Bell" steering committee have created a strong after-school program for middle school students. About 28 youth participate each day.
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