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Youth in governance in Portage County

Making room at the table for young citizens

Youth who get involved in their communities make significant contributions to the quality of life and are more likely to be active, productive citizens as adults. When adults and young people cooperate on civic work, youth develop citizenship skills and both youth and adults gain an appreciation for the contributions of youth. 

Extension’s Response

In communities throughout the state, Extension agents and specialists work to expand the role of youth community leaders and active citizens. This includes providing training and experiences with democratic practices, engaging youth in community decision-making and community governance, working with elected officials to establish youth positions on public boards and councils, and training adults on effectively working with youth as partners. 

Outcomes

· Five youth and 24 adults are members of Portage County's Fair Exhibit Committee. The committee can call together a minimum of three of its members to make decisions and resolve conflicts that need immediate attention at the fair. Youth members have been part of almost all of the on-site decisions that were made at the fair.

· Youth Action Committee (YAC) sponsored and participated in activities that led to 600 hours of recorded service. A training for youth and adults provided opportunities for youth and YAC members to volunteer for various organizations. Some youth participants said it was the first time they were able to share their views with adults.

· Youth now serve on local government boards and committees in seven Wisconsin counties.

· 4-H provides many venues for youth to work with adults in responsible positions. Experienced club members join youth-adult committees. Extension staff members help youth and adults to work together, strengthening youth development environments in hundreds of communities. 

Contact: Connie Creighton (715) 346-1320, connie.creighton@ces.uwex.edu; 

Matthew Calvert, 4-H youth development specialist, (608) 262-1912 matthew.calvert@ces.uwex.edu
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