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Impressions 
of 

NEW HOLSTEIN, WI 

By Qconto Falls, WI 

Visit conducted 09/25/01 

A program for community improvement 

Profile of Team 

Normart Kratz, Mayor 
Pete . h h n ,  City Admiriisrrdtor 
Eugene Forrimwk, Coirlnivn Council President 
Mark Diskmson, Falls Family Restaurant 
.Andy Mercier, Mercier's Hotel & Sports 3 ; ~  
.Ann S t m .  Senn Hometown I n s ~ a n c e  PLgency 
Ron Rarlmier,t. Conimunity Development h tho r iy  

Contact Person: Rob Burke, U W  Extension, Oconto County 



As you approach the commugity .... 
I. What was I T I ~  perccptioo before visiting? What did I expect? 

11. The " f i ~ e  minute" impressiou: 

Drive through the community without stopping. .4s you exit the community, pull 
over to the side of the road and write d o v c  what you felt zbaut the t o m  with only 
this quick look. Do this in ~ileace; don't talk with the others in your group for this 
part  



-Liked the aicchitecture on x m e  ilf :he bnildings. Large size dopen ,  wailable buildinzs. 
Nic.c n e s  developmen! 2t the ~ & I K I ~ : I ~  o f ~ e  city. Downtom did not seem 10 "pcp- 
out," n?i>:ed tiith a lot or' housing. But there was enough of a 3 a v m q  &mar, feel for 
rs cc get a sense of identify and spirit Clem, !:kt park arid neaL 
-0 id  buildir,gs. h.fs,izi!i 3e:er iiot very busy. Clean. Some builc!ings need paint. 

Ill, Evaluate EACH eutrsnce to the cummunit)' 

Driving: 
Go about !G to 1 mile nut each road and return. List positive and negnlives lor each. 

57 N. 



5? S, Cont. 

-iitcrc~[.ri.:~~ mi!? If .si), cculd ht: a huge boost. Neat and c i e a  Lackimg occupancy in 

- R e  i-ec t x i l  on the left is irr.pressive-5ig-it gives m e  the idea the place is going to be 
f4n and rict:ve. New; ;:ice roadway. Excellent road. Pitie ir. commmiry evidcix due to 
'2:eatness and upkeep of husixsses. 
-Nxe  rcc Irsil. Railroad coming i v o  t a r n ,  High szliool very impressive. 

cjb $6 OUS Cul l  llll crL; id ZOllCS. 

H can ing  in from airport 

-Pastorai sct?iug. Good road. R u M e  pile rrt 3ipoi-i could. b2 removtd. Cjty limits sign 
:;tit IUO a:rraorive. Sonxivha: in:imiCa?ting. A i r p i t  s i p  ccuid be rnore visibie 5om 
nighway Industrid bidiings a: airport not parric~larly artnctive. but i t s  r- airport. No 
zn tmoc :  sigr.. 
-Tell ~ O L L  ar: corr.:ng into town fron watcr tcwer. Sot muzh of 3. sidewalk iiistrict. 
Doesa'l appeiir !o be a comnunity \rherc y x  car: Sii>F, w a!k around from shop to shop. 
Ameriqui; xus? bc t h z  tig business in town. H a w  sem three. losations ;!ready. Nice 
looking resiieatid areas. 
-3ieely CUI g a s  and roads at ;Lirpart. Like the football 5e!d aid well hocsc. Again, 
oid houses fised :rp. 
-Ground. wzre wcil kept 2nd ncat. .Athletic fieid also i o c b  good. 
-Site Iwking s:ntdi:,im and school. 'NO sign for ?uwn. 
- . A I i r ~ I i ~ p e  fEcility s>,oulri stirnu!ate recreational and busixesa rljjna. Kice high sch3jol 
c;ll1:pus. 
-?xtcnt of ci;y !imits cones way out: it seem. City airport iinpmsive hiq, to have.. 
.\ga:rI,, Y P ~ '  neat. Are a!l thme buiidings airplane hangers? There art. lots of %hem. Nice 
2r.d :irnciaric vie.v of a modern, neat 'righ schoo!. stadicm. 

size 
IV. Evaluate if ie downtown business area: (Signs, appearouce, etc.) Wall; 
aeoucd .... commmts on peooie: Were they frieodly, did the)- know answers to  
questions: did they t ry  t o  help, appearance, etc. 

-Lots ~i ' iOuII1. Well kept-up. 



-Dowitown was well sigcd and fairly neat. People w:re friendly and zswered all uut  
questions rhey could. 
‘-Businsses are spread out for walking business to busine.9s. S i p s  are not very uniform 
excep: fxnAiise busincssts. Lo1 of empty buildings for sale or rent. 
-Busincsh iisrriot spread 021 over a long set? on Kphway 5 5 .  Yo district ax8 of 
conirr.ercia! enterprise. Pecple m z t  were li.ie.r16!y .mb csopa~ ive ,  
-Sm;..g gut quire 3 bit. N o  main Fhopping area e\)ider?,t. 4luseum (Tim Hoase) seemed 
very nice 
-!my h::i L a ’ k  Credit.Union very tiel?fiil. 

1.’. Evaluucr other busine$s areds) (Signs, appearance, maintenance) Walk 
around, comments on people? 

-Most 51.1,si::~;ss ore35 ere arrrac!i.‘e? pi:icc;:arly on south side o f  conunun!y. Get rid o r  
coxrete ccmpaz> nn north side - need :o get it off t k  main drag. 
-Corner 0:’ \/Isson and T3c’iscozS;2, poor. Railraid S : m :  shops Icuk zjcz frcm strecr ;ie*v. 
Z im Luthcnn, iiics. Flnal!:~ 2o:’cnc City XiIVLibrar; ofter driving arouzd. Locks like L 

lot of cAilplqers m d  emplolmmt opport.lmities. Libray is r ice.  Nice kids playhcusz - 
nice wc3 of chzirs end tables. Lsrge tape m a  cixnpmd to ours, Mort computers than 
we ilst’e. Nice idea for the ”Book Page” for jwk rev:ew, L.ar~e kids area AItDS roan 
cold mnd damp. 
-Sparse - spread OUI. 
-Lack of xtivi:’,’. Mix of good;bad conditiori of buiiaings. 
-Several lice, n w c r  esta5lishm:zilts impresed ae: Pig$? Wiggly, Kwik-Stop and the 
“old Geriui” iterne of several bwinesses on she nidn drag were very ?les~suit. 
-.Signs poor. The signs that y e  tber:, maintenance good. 

‘VE. Comments on residential: Tour town looking for residential ateas? 
st:ucttrrcs ...( Iocrk for variety! neighborhood feel ...) Drive and wnlk some. 

YII. Observe and make comments on: 

(a) Weer signs 



I .  

(b) lraffiic patterns/street conditions 

-Main Street - r i m  p s s  hetvv;'c3en curb and sidewalks. Cracked siCcvaIXs, broken curb. 
-Fair 
-S!ree!s 1 ~ e  in paor conditiotl. Lots afwceds growing in curb mnd guzter. 

'(c) welcome signs (at entraucesj 

-I\jorTi: side okay. Wes: sidc zone. 

-Yes 
-Okay 

(d) direction sigus co parks, sebaolsY huspit;lls/clinics, attractions, services &e. 
poke).  erc. 

VIII. Comments on industriallparb: area: (Sign? well defmed? ... busy ...g rowjng ... 
new, etc.) 

J-S. Comrnenrs on ~cbools  jappesrauce ... locarion ... spirit ... feaf) &port from group 
that visirs school. 

-looks weil mazrainei.  Elemenu.r< sezms over-crowded, podable classrooms. 
Directiani signage to scl~ools would 5;: of sisrmnce. 
- 3 g h  School looks nice. SzhcJ31 on !%tk iooks nice. Sew a fm sims about a tailgate 
Dan). 
-Ap;ezmce looks ;ood (dicin'! visit) 



-Nice Xgh School cwipus! Eiemenrary schools well kept and attractive. 
-Dramark impressior, on enrering from “H’ 
-.4ppcaranc:t very good 

X Comiiieuts on parks, playgrounds, athletic facilities, etc.: 

-Kiwan:s - 3I5 park. nice, lors of varkdes of facihks. Civic Park - Good shade, b a d  
shell, z p c ~  pnviliw, ivell cared for. Sled Hill - cocstruction mdmzy.  
-A lot of’ siFs :a Iti:(iwanis - looks nice. Very nice - like the pond and ivalking ?ail. 
Irr.presi!*P’ ’Wow, how big - nins all *et WE;J to t!ie pod! 1’3 jealous! Nice luokbg 
park 2c:css from city hall. &!ow - great pari<si 
-Clem. nict.  Like the Comrc?u:ity Center. 
-?’hey get dn A r* 

-Sice ?arks rrd a lot more than e q x i e d .  lu’ewer playpound cqnipmzn?!, the pond, the 
pavilions - i:?!pres;iie. ‘Need signs to promote ad give direc.!ion. 
-Excelltfit ;isrks, vid! kept. Ob-Jios comrr ,unic  szirit in their 1lp-keep. 
-Kixmis Park a m  .4-. Cormurdy  Cexer nice! Biy spac.io;ts park m a .  hprcssivc 
parks a:id ! o x  the trail. 
-Super - Lots of Mom iq them. Well planned. 

M. Crirnmcnts on other: 

(a) hospitais/clinics 

-None 
-Can’t lirid any -- not even on a xriq - Saw 2 c l in ic  
-No hospirai as advertised 6 miles away 
-Saw doC!tir.s office tin ?&in St. 
-Ncnc wc SEW 
-Had to find - fwnc out it is iu C‘1i:lton 

(b j b illboards/3dve!.rising 

i c )  Other 



,XU. Community information: conlments on., 

(a) commuuit? brochure (tourist type) 

-Better thar. ours 
-Ttis is sonerhing w c  need 
-Saw little one a1 Bonita's - Could be larger, easier to iiud 
-Very good 
- F w ~ i d  it  usefbl 
.Verq' yosd 

(b) businesstattractions b rochum or directory , 

(c) cornmu nity profile (demographic, industrial type hformation for prospective 
business people, erc. 

-.Smazhgly large public utiiipl area 
-Good diversity of industry 
-Main Street 110: d&xd - Commercial businesses qrsad out 
-Very good 
-"CS 

-Nice 

-Would like a bciter 0112 

-vCl-\.: OOQd 

(ej other (i.e. buIleMnotice tourism, kiosks, ek.> 

-Gcod ides 
-Liked the 61c we received. Good iniominioc on Ciry . Facts on City and Profile 
-Tw small - hard t3 2nd. 

SIII. Ciry Hall .... describe your visit: 

(a) appearance of fzcilityt including signing 

-%'ell kept bur d;u.rd, Police Dqxcaer-t inadequate 



(b) helpfulness of staff 

-Helpfu! znd dormdtive. bui thry knew who we were 
-Xice. lu"ay: was grezt! Lots o f  :nio 
-Very helyhl. V c y ,  very nici: rnzyor 
-Very good 
-City Hal: m y o r  ery infomauve 
-Excellent 
-A+ 
-Gaod 

(c) other 

h i d e  - popie's oftice lmks nice w d  uncluttered 
-City io get to someone's uifkt have 10 go through cjthcr's working area. Office staff 6 
or 7 .  
-Mayor very !ie!pW 
-Mayc: very info.mative, mc I erjoyca her iiisrorical perspective mnd aphis 
- V q  good. Kaycr very helpful! neat person 

XYIV. Otber stuff. .. 
(a) public restrocjrns (available, condition, etc.) 



(c) parking 

, - - -  
. I  

(a) water fountains, benches, etc. 

-Didn'; rlo:ic,e 
-P!antsrs nice .- kept up well 
- Adcqitate 

other 

-Lots oi'weeds gowing i:i streels and curbigutter, Interesting that there is :lo cable. 

XV. Chamber of Commerce ... describe your visit 

{aj did people know where it was (or who to refer you to?) 

@) comment oa information available 

-Like the ,-ommiinin, pnfi ie  aiic the shes1 on ficts un New Holstein 
-very good 
-Okay 

( c  t comment UII staff' 

-Did not meet 
-Donit. and aiployte helpful and very frjendy 

(d) other (bows.  appearancr, locations. erc.) 



WRAP IT UP I-- 

 
p, Using your %euses" ... 
1. What does the comniuuity TASTE lfke? (Specialty bakerylresmurant, etc.) 

-No dis::nc!ivr: taste 
-Did nor notice vet: many eating cstabiiskmena 
-Excellent Piyy!y  'A;igyly with 'ieveTjv~hng" 
-Restanrant .- good 

2. What does the community SMELL like? 

3. What SOUNDS did you hear? 

-.4ctivity 
-Traffic on the m i n  dug - 30 otliar distinctive 
-Quiet 
.Usual .- nl; thing oursrimding 
-Pretry yuict 
-Nor,e 

4. What did the cornmunit?' feel like (emotional response, i.e. cofdlwarn, 
crowdeddrserred, inviting, etc., ur physiaf; response, i r .  rough streets, etc.) 

-Invitingc. at:rx+.ive, pride 
-Rough streets. Impressed by son: t h q s ,  disappointed by ot2eiz (:simila- prcblms to 
Ot:)nio Falls - wcant buildizg, no ,fox h'Hffic UZ;LS, bcsiness seas too V r c d  out. X lot 
of walk-in .yVFe S ~ I G P S  u'ere closed. A kdroom conununi ty. 
-blain Street nice, paved. Side road rough patches. Main Srreet 'LOO long in bztwee.n 
SiOreS. H,ailse, izdustq on sarnc smxt. 
-Rough streets 
-'vVrnni, quit!?, working $t improvements I:. y e 3  

.Vzry r~ic:u pcnpk. Business activi;" -;try slow. Nice com.uniqI, quiet! 
-The. fee: u s  nest, clear,. orderly. Also? G m a n  L!er;.,e is ?leasant an3 charming. 
-1Yxni -. Rough strcct 

. .  



'B. List the 5 most positive things you observed about the community: 

1. i lea?. 
1. Well kept 
3. Pride in housing 
4. Prcgessive 
5 .  Attractive Main Street 

1. Fslrks 
2. Ciiocery itore 
3 .  K k e  friendly people 
1. Lots ofIr1duz;tI-y 
5 .  Beautiful neighborhoods wirh well kept old houses 

'i. Parks 
2. Airpbr! 
3. Grocery s:ore 
4. Peopic cdsy to ?& too 
5 .  

1. Prdc ! t i  ticritdye 
2. h C 3 1  

3. GOXI ruin ridway 
4. Fnccuiy 2nd :~fonnativ.: btisjnes ptop;e 
5 .  The park mi tine tmii - The tnl; as a fsrciiity and i?s a symbol of cooporadon and 

C. Descnlre ONE idea That you will steal for use in p u r  own busbess/communit\' 
:md describe how you will start to implement it within the next 72 hours: 

p w * n  



-Pdis and recreation f‘hciiities were excellent, clean ad inviting. Located in a fzw areas, 
y ~ o d  accessibiliry. We cre espmdny parks and should con5nue to provide safe, family 
friendly faciiitjes. 

D. What will you remember most nbout the community six months from now? 

-Attractive 
-That thcy have some things that art so much nicer than Oconto Fdls for a community 
shout tlie sun: size - pdks, g?oscry 
-Their i r po f i  is an exc*elient acivmage if used properly ard marketed for business 
g o x h .  A nice :ormw.ity a:ith qcie: badrooin appeal and easy access to lerge shopping 
areas in three directions. 
-Large parks 

E. Other comnleuis (that just didn’t seem to fit anywhere eke!)  

-Entire g i ~ ~  did not notice directional s i g s  :o parks, city hall, etc. S i p  directed 
toward visirors dori’i a p p w  13 bc ve? noticsable. Great nail to E e l  -.. Congrandations 
on the elYort! 

- 




