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Visiting Team Profile:

The diversity represented by the team from Chetek visiting Trempealeau included:

Females (3)

Males (2)

Former Bank Employee (hushand is Bank Owner)

Retiree, recently relocated to area

High School Principal, retired

Retired Downtown Drug Store Owner

Downtown Business Owner/Real Estate Agent
Date and Weather:

Weather during the visit, April 26, 1995 was somewhat overcast and dry. The group left Chetek
at 8:30 A.M. and returned at approximately 4:00 P.M.

Contact Person For Chetek was:

Jack Sroka

UW-Extension, CNRED Agent

330 East LaSalle Avenue, Room 101
Barron, W1 54812

(715) 537-6250
This visit was coordinated with Patrica Malone, UW-Extension-Trempealeau County CNRED
Agent.

Many THANKS!!

The group from Chetek wishes to express their thanks to Pat and those citizens from
Trempealeau who participated in this exciting, informative exchange of ideas and information.



IT.

TREMPEALEAU, WISCONSIN
FIRST IMPRESSIONS

AS YOU APPROACH THE COMMUNITY...*.-*

What was my perception before visiting? What did |
expect?

I knew that it was on the Mississippi and 1 love river
towns. | really didn/t know what to expect. | have
seen other river towns and was very impressed - most of
these were larger.

I expected a_txgjcal small river town such as Nelson,
Alma, Fountain City; old buildings, most activities tied
to the Mississippl River in some way. Years ago | spent
some time In those towns during duck hunting season.

Never been to area before. Only knew it was on the
Mississippl River. 1 envisioned it to be a "tourist
town.

A small town built along the river = bluffs and hills.
Centered around the river.

Old town on river.
negive " oq 1 -
Very neat houses. Very small business area.

I saw many "newer" homes on the north side. The main
streets had mostly old buildings; some had been renovated
while some were vacant. One old buiding appeared to be
In the process of renovation. There did not appear to be
many people on the move about town.

It looked quite quiet == not much going on.

Why would 1 stop here! 1 can"t see anything of iInterest
except old buildings to look at.

Houses were well kept and had nice lawns.

I1l. priving...evaluate EACH entrance.

Hwy 35 from centervills == nice housing - nice
appearance.

Came in on 35N. Homes looked neat and well cared for.



V.

Hwy K junk cars - A good fence has been erected, but
it is still not good in the center of town.

Sort of a "strip" with businesses and homes from
Highway 93 to town.

To Galesville = junkyard is distracting.

Drove out K a few miles. Had junk yard beside it but had
covered it up as well as you can cover up junk.

Junkyard with a fence was a good idea.
Hwy 35 from south == Looks good
Nice entrance with nice homes and pretty church.

Nice parking lot. The bike trail is very eye
catching all over town.

Went a few miles on 355, Bike trail followed for
a ways.

Bwy 35 from east - Leads to the center of town; the
main road to town from the east. Nothing "sye catching",

35 North - newer homes; golf course under construction
attractive "new" Lutheran Church. Homes and yards
well kept.

General iImpression - nothing special about any road
leading to town.

{a) bpriving...evaluate the downtown husiness area:

Hotel signs very appealing as are the motel signs as one
drives south into town on 35. "oid" buildings dominate
business district with bank standing "out" as being too
modern.

Appropriate signs; old buildings; shortage of some basic
services such as no grocery store, one gas station, one
mechanic for auto repairs. "One modern, full-service bank
plus one part-time branch of the Galesville Bank in
Country Corner General Store.

Very small. Surprised at the small amount of businesses.
People were friendly. The streets could be swept.

ﬂo} much business = lots of old buildings - most needed
elp.

Good but too many closed businesses.



V.

(b)Y Drivina...evaluate other business area.

It was strange that businesses went up hill away from the
river rather than be along the river front. 1 suppose
the railroad has something to do with that. The
industrial area is appropriately away from downtown and
river.

Relatively new marina with about 90 boat slips. Employee
indicated _about 75% full in summer with plenty of room
for transient boat traffic. Supper Club (sullivan’s)
with good reputation on river.

No other business area. The marina was very impressive
for such a small town.

Business area was sparse -- beauty shop -- a couple of
restaurants. No grocery store, only a convenience-type
Blace, gas station, a couple of bars. Why not label old

uildings as to when built, used by who. There must be
history in some of those buildings.

Older but nicely kept up.

It was the usual old houses that need fixing, but
generally neat, well-kept homes. Some_new buildings
among the old, which iIs a positive attitude. 1 noticed
lots of wood piles by homes. It must be common to heat
with wood.

Homes genereally well-kept and neat. Newer homes north
of city away from river. Modest, ranch-style homes.

Neat houses. We saw very few trashy houses. The one
house, near the school parking lot (across from Methodist
Church) was bad.

The residential area on the whole looked like the people
that lived there cared. Most were mowed and painted, but
lots of wood piles.

Well kept homes and yards.



vI.

Drivi comments, on-

a.

b.

C.

d.

street signs

It was very easy to find everything! Streets were
well marked as are churches, schools, marina.

Did not observe. Assumed they were there.
They were good.

Main highway signs were well defined.

Good

traffic patterns/strest conditions

Thought street cleaner should have cleaned up
streets by now. Noticed new_curbing. I'm  sure
erosion could be a problem with all the hills.
Streets in typical Wisconsin condition. No
observable traffic patterns. Probably there are
traffic patterns In summer tourist season.
Side streets could use repair.
Main streets were ok. Side streets needed repair.
Town kept very nice and clean.

Welcome signs (at entrances)

Thought they were ok but outdated design and
construction.

Did not observe, except for rzrrot State Park.
Very Good.

Older signs but did_inform you as to what
organizations were 1In town.

Well marked.

Direction signs to parks, schools, hospitals/clinics,

attractions, services (i.2, police), etc.

Perhaps need more signs directing to all the parks
but map is very helpful!



VIL.

VIIL.

School signs observed and signs for public
boat landing and marina. AlSo signs to Lock
#6 on river.

These were done the best of all.

Good

Sign well defin=gd..busy..growing,..naw,.2stc,

Clean, new buildings, busy
Did not observe

The two iIndustries that we saw were very neat
and were iIn one area.

No signs to the different businesses but easy
to locate.

None

priving...comments on schools:

Not impressed with appearance of school. No grass
at entrance (some after we went by). Did not like
parking in front of building.

Signs for schools. Outside appearance looked like
the K-8 school buildings were a series of additions
and Ilkelg an old high school. My impression was
that the buildings and grounds could use some
maintenance and general upkeep.

Good playground area. The tennis courts need
upgrading. We thought that the school entrance
needed a little beautification.

The school was located in an area that was
congested. Hard to find the door one was expected
to enter parking all over. Looked like it had
grown and grown and grown, taking over the parking,
playground, etc. Only little grass and few
dandelions.

Playground next to school was good.

School seemed like an unorganized building system
of additions. Entrance to Tront was not appealing.
Did not like parking all along front. Needsw grasSs
and landscaping.-



IX.

Driving.. . .comments on Parks. plav arounds. athletic

tocili

Great parks! Nicely located. Rec park looks very
ussable with kitchen facilities, bathrooms and the
sportsman’s Tacility.

No impression worth stating regarding ﬁlayground, etc.
Does have large outdoor pool. Noted the end of a
bicycle trail that enables a person to bike all the
way to Elroy--about 100 miles. Biking only on
designated trails.

Parks were numerous and well-kept. Good swimmin
pool. The covered picnic area and adjoining foo
Tacilities at the athletic field were very nice.

Seem to have lots of parks. One in the middle of town.
Pool was built right one of the wood Industries and
smelled -- maybe they donated the land?

Playground next to school was good.

0 2 COMMENTS -

a. nospitals/clinics

None

None = nearest clinic in Galssville; hospital in
Lacrosse.

None

b. billboards/advertising
OK
Not observed

Was none that I noticed.

Halxing around,,,comments On businesses (physical part):
Appearance, displays, signs, etc.

Having things on a nhill/slant make one appreciate
having a flat town. Uneven concrete gives a messy
appearance.

Although most buildings were old, the interiors were
modern in most businesses | entered.



They are old buildings. Some are being restored.
Old for the most. Did have a nice municipal

building that housed police--city hall--community
room--library, etc. That makes sense, to have them

all together.
Good

XITI, Walking around...comments ON people:

People were very friendly at all places we stopped!

The people 1 talked to were verv friendly and
informative. It was imﬁossiple to disguise the
fact we were from Chetek. Like most people in
small towns, they were anxious to talk about how
good it was to live there. They were proud of
their small town and some of Its strengths.

People were very friendly and helpful.
People were great. Before we left, a man ran up

to tell us a boat was %oing througw the locks and
thought we would like to see 1t. We did too.

Everybody was very friendly. The answering of our
questions was good.

XVII, community Information: comments Q......
a. community brochure (tourist type)

Town map _is excellent! The_narratives are very
informational giving some history, etc.

Colorful and informative. As far as I could
evaluate, it covered everything the town had

to offer.

Excellent brochure. Colorful painting on cover.
Done up well--Good map of the town.

Only one park

b. businesses/attractions brochures or directory

Not too many bars. Surprised there were no
"retail" shops.



In addition to all the Indianhead Country
brochures (from Chetek) there were separate.
brochures on Trempeleau County, The Great River
Bike Trail, and the Long Lake Canoe Trail.

Had lots available throughout town.

c. community profile (demographic, industrial type
information for prospective business people, etc.

Did not observe.

d. map
excellent
yes, city, county and state
They have a very good city map.
In pamphlet and well done.
e. other (ie. bulletin/notice tourism, kiosks, etc.)

Bulletins posted on annual Catfish Days sponsored
by Lions Club, July 7-9, 1995.

XIV. city Hall...describe your visit:

a. appearance of facility, including signing

Sterile looking. Clerk gone. Treasurer ver%
busy on phone so not able to talk too much, but
was very nice when she could. Everyone else gone.

Large sign - Mgnigigil_&iilglng which housed:
Police Dept, Library, Village Clerk and Treasurer,
Fire Dept., EMT Ambulance, and Street Dept.

Wasn"t the most attractive architecturaly, but
was functional.

Nice kept building
b. helpfulness of staff

Clerk was on vacation. Treasurerer and Police Chief

were very _helpful; answered all questions,

volunteered Information and gave us a tour of the
building (except for library which was open on

Mon—Thur (4-7:30) and Fri, (1-7); a total of 20
ours.



Busy but friendly and nice appearing.

Chief police very nice, explanation of the town
was very good.

Xv. scribe isi

a. did people know where it was (or who to refer
you to?

Yes, man at hotel told us who to talk to at the
Cafe, but when we got there, i1t was closed.

The president owned a local cafe. 1 believe the
meetings were held there. 1 did not talk to her.

We were referred to a_Chamber member who ran a
restaurant. By the time we arrived, they were
closed.
Yes
Didn‘t visit
b. comment on information available
Information available at motel, municipal building.
Did not go there.
c. comment on staff
Did not meet
d. other (hours, appearance, locations, etc.

XvIi. Other stuff.......

a. public restrooms (available, condition, etc.)
Impressed by how many parks there are. Rec park
looked great! Tennis courts we saw looked bad
(bﬁpind school). Should be by Rec park or city
pool.

Did not observe or see signs indicating they were
available.

Did not see any

b. pay phones (working, phone book intact, etc.)



Did not observe.

Did not use them, but were available.

Didn’t see outside.

parking

No problem today (quiet)

Free. Did not observe public lot except at
public boat landing. Parking could possibly be
a problem In summer.

We visited in April and there was adequate parking.
Parked on street -- did not see parking lots.
Good

water fountains, benches, etc.

Noticed benches

Observed outdoor band shell and picnic tables.
Many nice benches throughout the town.

Street Benches were old.

Streets were nicely cleaned.

our "senses".... _ ) )
at does the community TASTE like? (Specialty
bakery/restaurant, etc.)

Ate lunch at hotel. Tried the "walnut" balls and
one person had a walnut burger. Majority liked
them. Interesting to see SO many vegetarian
choices.

Good water.

Nothing special. In fact, many of the special _
stores, shops, bakeries, etc., that | associate with
small towns were not observed by me.

They have an old, interesting hotel near the river.
Good food.



Tasted like meat and potatoes. Did have a special
"walnut" burger at the hotel they"re trying.

Nice smell.
2. What does the community sxzrr like?
Bad odor by the swimming pool.
Good, fresh Wisconsin air with no pollution.

A combination of the river and wood products
from the kiln.

Mostly clean air till you got very close to some
wood industries.

Nice smell.
3. What SOUNDS did you hear?
Train passes through often.

Sounds of the river, boats, one large barge.
Pretty quiet.

It 1S a quiet town -- only train noises.
Lots of train whistles
Trains going through town.

4. What did the community feel like (emotional response,
1e. cold/warm, crowded/deserted, Inviting, etc., or
physical response, i.s. rough streets, etc.)

Not having any "quaint" stores, there would be
reason to stop IT passing through, either by boat,
bike or car. No bed & breakfast or resorts, just
motels -- although they did look nice!

It felt like a small town that basically '‘closes

down! in the winter and was starting to anticipate
another busy summer tourist season.

The town was very quiet.

People were lovely. Never talked to one that
wasn"t fun and friendly and helpful.

Warm.
Deserted mostly because off season.



B.

C.

D.

List the 5 most positive things you observed about
the community:

1.

5w N

ol

ORWNR APWONR

AN R

Well signed

many parks, city

clean i i
state park, lock & dam system & bike trail
friendly people

The people 1 talked to were proud of their
small town.

The river. Without i1t the town would die.
perrot State Park ) o
The bicycle trail and i1ts many possibilities
to attract people

The "new marina'", It can do nothing but grow

Well kept houses and lawns
Beauty of the river and hills
Friendly people

great marina

people

the access to the State Park
the beautiful _bike trail
river and marina

locks

bank

hotel & restaurant
community building
VEW Hall

older building

Describe ONE idea that you will steal for use in your
own pusiness/community and describe how you will start to
implement 1t within the next 72 hours:

Next year, 1 believe Chetek should incorporate in
their Chamber literature the tremendous
possibilities for mountain biking in the

Blue Hills County Forest.

th I in town, h_ I
Ui be"al%815 80 18 bring hy “thas in1 Yee

What will you remember most about the community sSix
months from now:

Bike trail & lock system

The Mississippi River. It is a tremendous asset



The quiet river and beauty of the surrounding hills
The locks, marina and state park

River going through and locks
Nice marina

Frlendlg people

Walnut burgers from Hotel

E. ther comments (that just didn"t seem to fit anywhere
elsel!)

Certainly saw signs of imﬁrovgment and work
towards keeping up with the times.
Lucky to have so many "natural" elements to draw

on.
The lock & dam and Perrot Park are very tor, class

sites. Also bike trail!

The VFW Post is very active and the Commander
gave us a tour and much information.

Get _the Catholic Priest to change his policy of no
military rites at funerals. It has not only_
alienated many people, but can only be described
as a stupid policy at best.

We felt that the city was blessed with more
natural beauty than most towns. We thought that
they were not capitalizing on their unique
situation. How about some arts & crafts shops?
Maybe a larger grocery store or antique store.

A city river park was another thought.

We had to ask how to get to the State Park.

The sign_at the bottom of the road can™t be

seen until you"re at the bottom of the road.

Seems like the state park, trail and locks could
be more useful in bringing in tourists. Also,

as an "artsy-craftsy" person, there is |

at all for a person like me to see. What is there
for someone to do or a reason to come to town?
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When taking pictures keep this in mind as to why you have the camera.
TO document what features add to or detract from the community.

LIST ON THIS PAPER THE PICTURE NUMBER, SUBJECT AND WHY
YOU TOOK THE PICTURE.
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THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN BECAUSE:
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS
When taking pictures keep this in mind as to why you have the camera.
TO document what features add to or detract from the community.

LIST ON THIS PAPER THE PICTURE NUMBER, SUBJECT AND WHY
YOU TOOK THE PICTURE.

PICTURE# £

THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN BECAUSE:
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS
When taking pictures keep this in mind as to why you have the camera.
TO document what features add to or detract from the community.

LIST ON THIS PAPER THE PICTURE NUMBER, SUBJECT AND WHY
YOU TOOK THE PICTURE.
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS
When taking pictures keep this in mind as to why you have the camera.

TO document what features add to or detract from the community,

LIST ON THIS PAPER'THE PICTURE NUMBER, SUBJECT AND WHY
YOU TOOK THE PICTURE.

PICTURE # -1

THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN BECAUSE:
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS
When taking pictures keep this in mind as to why you have the camera.

TO document what features add to or detract from the community.

LIST ON THIS PAPER THE PICTURE NUMBER, SUBJECT AND WHY
YOU TOOK THE PICTURE.
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS
When taking pictures keep this in mind as to why you have the camera.
TO document what features add to or detract from the community.

LIST ON THIS PAPER THE PICTURE NUMBER, SUBJECT AND WHY
YOU TOOK THE PICTURE.

PICTURE# 910
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS
When taking pictures keep this in mind as to why you have the camera.
TO document what features add to or detract from the community.

LIST ON THIS PAPER THE PICTURE NUMBER, SUBJECT AND WHY
YOU TOOK THE PICTURE.

PICTURE# [O_ny, 1 —

THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN BECAUSE:
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS
When taking pictures keep this in mind as to why you have the camera.

TO document what features add to or detract from the community.

LIST ON THIS PAPER THE PICTURE NUMBER, SUBJECT AND WHY
YOU TOOK THE PICTURE.

PICTURE # L1°©

THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN BECAUSE:
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