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Bio
Andy is a professor at the University of Wisconsin Extension where he currently serves as the Community & Economic Development Manager for the Building Community Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) project. Previous to this assignment (2010-2012) he served as a Community Development Specialist in the Center for Community and Economic Development since 2001. Lewis is responsible for the development and delivery of educational and marketing materials intended to increase the utilization of broadband as a means of improving local economies and quality of life. Lewis was part of a team that wrote two Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP) grants that brought more than $32 million to the state to expand broadband adoption. See: www.uwex.edu/broadband
Lewis began employment with the University of Wisconsin Extension in 1983 as the Community Resource Development (CRD) Educator in Burnett County, Wisconsin. From 1985 to 1996, Lewis served as a community-based educator in Grant County, Wisconsin. During that time period, Lewis also served interim duties as the Lafayette County CRD Educator, Interim Assistant State Program Leader for the Community, Natural Resource and Economic Development Program Area, and as the Outreach Coordinator for the Wisconsin Community Information Partnership in Grant County. From 1996-2001, Lewis served as the Vice President of Program Development for the Learning Institute for Nonprofit Organizations collaboration where he provided leadership to the development of educational programs focusing on the management and leadership of nonprofit organizations. 

His collaborative educational efforts have received the “Chancellor’s Award” from four different Chancellors during his tenure with Extension. In 1992, Lewis received the “Special Project Award”, Awarded from the University of Wisconsin Extension Community Development Association for the development of the "First Impressions” program. Since that time, this community assessment program has been used by more then 500 communities in the U.S. and Canada. Programs developed collaboratively with the Learning Institute for Nonprofit Organizations received recognition as “Best Broadcast for Public Service”, Awarded by the United States Distance Learning Association; “Wisconsin’s Top Rural Development Initiatives”, awarded by Wisconsin Rural Partners Inc. and Governor Tommy Thompson; a Telly Award, for the production of “Board Governance: Building Passion for Mission”; and “Outstanding Educational Program”, Awarded by the American Distance Education Consortium (ADEC). In 2008, Andy received the “Distinguished Service Award” from the National Association of Community Development Extension Professionals (NACDEP).  Andy notes that his critics simply think his award winning collaborations are a sign that he is incapable of doing anything on his own.

Lewis is serving his second term as a board member of the Wisconsin Economic Development Association, and served two terms as an Alder on the Middleton City Council (2004-2008).  He is also currently a member of the Middleton Area Development Corporation and the Middleton Affordable Housing Task Force (In 2007, Money magazine picked Middleton, Wisconsin as the best place to live in America). He is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin Madison (M.S., Urban and Regional Planning ’82, B.S. ’80), and is certified as an Economic Development Finance Professional by The National Development Council.
Andy is reminded often of a quote he used to hear from his grandfather….”People are no darn good!”. On those rare occasions when he’s found that statement to actually be true, he would prefer to be hunting, fishing, gardening, woodworking, or spending time with his wife Pam and two kids, Briana and Shawn.

