
Economic Snapshot is a weekly feature provided by the

QUESTIONS: 
Contact Professor 
Bill Pinkovitz, 
Center for 
Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
UW-Extension at 
bill.pinkovitz
@ces.uwex.edu. 

Part 4 of 
this month’s 
series on 
conservation
Next 
month’s 
topic: High 
school 
graduates

Drip, drip, drip...
According to the American Water Association, 
water leaks waste 9.5 gallons per capita per 
day in the typical single family home. That 
equals 23.5 gallons per household, or over 
8,500 per year — enough water to supply a 
typical single family home with indoor water 
for 50 days. 

Daily indoor water use per capita
in a typical single family home (in gallons):

Toilets 18.5

Clothes 
washers 15.0

Showers/baths 12.8

Faucets 10.9

Leaks 9.5

Other 2.6

SOURCE: American Water Associations  
www.drinktap.org/consumerdnn


