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Should | Raise
a Small

Poultry Flock ?

Louis C. Arrington

With higher food costs, you've probably wondered if
you could raise chickens or turkeys to provide your own
meat andfor egg supply. Many people who are buying
or renting small farms want to produce some of their
own foodstuffs. This publication is designed to answer
many of the questions on raising small poultry flocks.

SHOULD 1?

You should probably not go into raising poultry
with the idea of saving much — if any — money, es-
pecially if you consider the value of the labor involved.
Large commercial operations can take advantage of
discounts on volume purchases of the chicks, feed and
equipment needed. They can also make more efficient
use of their labor through the use of automated
equipment.

Your answers to the following questions will help
you decide whether you want to raise your own
poultry.

1. Do zoning laws permit raising poultry at your
location?

2. Do you have “unused labor™ available?

3. Is someone willing to care for the birds daily?

4, Is someone able and willing to butcher the meat
birds at home, or is there a facility nearby where
you can have your birds custom processed?

5. Do you presently have the necessary housing and
equipment, or will you have additional expenses
for these?

6. Money spent for housing and equipment be-
comes a poor investment unless it is used for
several flocks, Do you plan to continue raising
home flocks for several vears?

7. Can you use your facilities or proposed facilities
for some other purpose (such as storage) if you
do not continue to raise poultry?

8. Can you reduce the feed costs by using home-
grown grains and/or pasture?

9. Are your facilities or proposed facilities designed
and located to prevent causing a noise, odor or
fly nuisance for your neighbors and for your
own family?

10. Do you have a freezer, so you can make best
use of the meat birds you grow?

11. Do you have neighbors who would like to buy
some ““home-produced™ eggs or poultry when
you have more than you can use?

Your answers to these questions will probably point

out some disadvantages of growing your own poultry.

On the other hand, some advantages exist which
often cannot be given a monetary value, Whether real
or imagined, some people feel the home-produced birds
and eggs are better. Certainly, they would be fresher,
You can grow the meat birds out to the size or sizes
you prefer. For example, with chickens, you may want
to slaughter part of the flock at 7 to 9 weeks of age for
broiler-fryers and keep the remainder to 12 to 15 weeks
for roasters.

If a “dual purpose” breed of chicken is raised, you
can slaughter the males as broiler-fryers or roasters and
keep the hens for egg production. The hens will pro-
vide some baking or stewing chickens when new layers
are brought in,

There is also an intrinsic value to having living and
growing animals, especially around children. Children
can handle many of the day-to-day chores of growing
birds, Minimal space and housing are needed for
small flocks. The idea of producing something for your-
self appeals to many persons,
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