What is the Animal Judging Welfare Contest?

UW-Madison will be holding the second statewide Youth Animal Welfare Judging Contest on Saturday, Feb 3, 2007.  Registration will start at 9:30 am in room 209 Animal Sciences Building with the event starting at 10 a.m.  The cost is $2/per person which includes lunch.
Project areas are invited: goats, rabbits, poultry, dairy, beef, sheep, horse, swine, and veterinary science.  There will be no cost to participate in the competition.  There will be two age divisions in the Youth Welfare Judging Contest.  The junior division made up of 3 to 4 members under 14 years of age as of January 1, 2007.  A senior division will be for teams of 3 to 4 members who are all 14 years of age or older as of January 1, 2007 and that have not reached their 19th birthday prior to January 1, 2007.  The contest allows students and 4-H and FFA members (teams of 3 or 4 members or compete individually) to develop the skills to critically examine a situation to gather unbiased information, and use that information to make a subjective but educated assessment of welfare quality in a fun and competitive atmosphere.  The youth competition is based on materials that members have access to through enrollment in the various livestock projects.

The youth will evaluate scenarios individually and also in a team category.  Teams will be asked to answer a set of questions regarding the scenarios. Knowledge of animal science, welfare science, integration of information, and problem solving are key in being successful.

Last year’s scenarios were on ethics, horses, meat animal management and a veterinarian scenario.

Pre-registration is not required, however if you plan to attend please notify the contacts below.  Additional information can be found at www.uwex.edu/ces/animalscience/youthlivestock/index.cfm the youth animal science website.  Please contact Bernie O’Rourke at (608)263-4304 or borourke2@ansci.wisc.edu or Terry Jobsis at (608)265-3273 or ctjobsis@ansci.wisc.edu for more information.

Preliminary Schedule of Events

Saturday, February 3rd Youth Contest

9:30-10:00   
 Welcome and Registration

10:00            
 Team Exercise
10:45 

 Scenario 1
11:45

 Scenario 2
12:45

 Scenario 3

1:00

 Presentation of Awards and Lunch
