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Entrepreneurship 


A Tool for Community & Economic Development





Entrepreneurship, however defined, is a key ingredient in a robust community and a sustainable economy.  What follows is a partial set of resources that Wisconsin is employing to support community development educators and practitioners working with communities to develop comprehensive responses to the opportunities that entrepreneurship offers, both as a business and community development strategy.


  


Improving the Skills and Knowledge of Entrepreneurs


Business advocates and economic development professionals are increasingly concerned with the need to provide business start-up and expansion services to budding entrepreneurs in order to achieve more jobs.  Yet, matching needs to support resources continues to be a challenge.


Entrepreneur’s Toolkit: � HYPERLINK "http://commerce.wi.gov/Act255/BD-Entrep_Toolkit.html" ��http://commerce.wi.gov/Act255/BD-Entrep_Toolkit.html� 


Wisconsin Entrepreneur’s Network: � HYPERLINK "http://wenportal.org/" ��http://wenportal.org/�  


UW-Extension Center for Community & Economic Development Tool Box and Web Tools: � HYPERLINK "http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cced/" ��http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cced/� & � HYPERLINK "http://www2.uwsuper.edu/cedpt/index.htm" �http://www2.uwsuper.edu/cedpt/index.htm�





Conducting Research on Entrepreneurship


In the increasing contest to be labeled the “best” place to achieve entrepreneurial greatness, we find that our research is either too broadly cast, not of reputable quality, not actionable, or some combination of the three.  Furthermore, we find that our knowledge of entrepreneurs and their needs is not sufficiently informed by these customers, and not surprisingly, our support often fails to meet the mark.


Global Entrepreneurship Monitor: � HYPERLINK "http://www.gemconsortium.org/default.asp" ��http://www.gemconsortium.org/default.asp�  


Federal Reserve of Kansas City: � HYPERLINK "http://www.kc.frb.org/RuralCenter/mainstreet/MSE_0904.pdf" ��http://www.kc.frb.org/RuralCenter/mainstreet/MSE_0904.pdf� 


A Medium for Growth: The State of Entrepreneurship in Wisconsin: � HYPERLINK "http://wenportal.org/uploads/WEN_Report_front_web.pdf" ��http://wenportal.org/uploads/WEN_Report_front_web.pdf� 





Fostering a Community Environment Supportive of Entrepreneurs


While the most progressive among us have made the case that entrepreneurship is an important community and economic development strategy, we’ve largely allowed the efforts to meet the needs of individual entrepreneurs to define the extent of our response.  Deb Markely (Rural Policy Research Institute’s Center for Rural Entrepreneurship) posits that entrepreneurial (community) cultures can be created through: leadership; youth engagement; celebrating success; and learning from others.  She’s noted that successful entrepreneurship development programs: focus on entrepreneurs; build on community assets; encourage broad community collaboration; and strategically target the needs and interests of entrepreneurs.


The Rural Policy Research Institute (RUPRI) Center for Rural Entrepreneurship: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ruraleship.org/" ��http://www.ruraleship.org/�   


Georgia’s Entrepreneur Friendly Initiative: � HYPERLINK "http://www.georgia.org/Business/SmallBusiness/Entrepreneur+Friendly+Communities.htm" ��http://www.georgia.org/Business/SmallBusiness/Entrepreneur+Friendly+Communities.htm� 


UW-Extension Center for Community & Economic Development Tool Box and Web Tools: � HYPERLINK "http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cced/" ��http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cced/� & � HYPERLINK "http://www2.uwsuper.edu/cedpt/index.htm" �http://www2.uwsuper.edu/cedpt/index.htm�





                                                 














