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Farmingcommunity. 

Few I h e w  a proximate size ,  that the community was near Platteville, and that one of the motels 
was hted in tg e AAA Tour Book for Wisconsin. 

None. 

I had heard about the mouse. (It was smaller than I expected.) 

Evaluate 2 .  hpDroao*a the  ao m m u n i t v , k  do You aotiao first? ( - 
A ve nice wayside two miles before t o m  Signs coming into town state green rectangular, with 

which was well kept up. When entering Fennimore the houses were old but in good shape. A new 
libmy. 

pop J ation) and very good roads which I came on 18 from the west. LI otel is two miles out of town 

There were fanns in the city limits on both sides of the road. Cheese factory on 61 was d e a ~  neat 
& well kept up lawn. Streets were like new last year or two years ago. 

This ridge (west of town) is quite a drive. 

3 .  Ag YOU drive around town, Your oowento on 

APPElaluCB 

1. D O r n t O m  

The store fronts have been overhauled and looked good. 

Very Clean-buildings in good shape. 

Post Office very good looking on 18,2 blocks east of Main St. 

Businesses are really up to date; they've really fixed up the storefronts. 

Clean; good streets and lighting. 

Yam Shop; get them back to the brick desi 

Very attractive old library, looks well kept. The gazebo out front by the sidewalk is great, very 
inviting, much more so than a bench; it says "stay a while!" On a sunny day like Thursday, it was 
very welcome. 

This town looks like it has a lot of things happening. 

take off the 1950's vintage metal facades over Fennimore Hair Designs and the Yard & 
of the other buildings downtown. (The only thing 

that I thought needed attention downtown. $" 



2. Rooidontial 

b t s  of old houses, but on West side’s the new part of town with lots of nice new houses, 

Only saw one new home under construction. Only saw about 3 For Sale signs. There was a lot of 
painting and roofing activity, though. 

Nice old house with stained glass, NE comer of 9th & Jefferson, needs the lawn mowed and needs 
a fixup. Otherwise all housing looked well kept, lawns cut, very inviting. 

Some older, beat u wooden ag buildings on Jefferson near the residential area. Can these be 
reused or facelifte B 7 

3. Industrial Park 

The land is level with sewer, water & electricity. One large industry employing 4M-500 people on 
three shifts. 

CESA # 3 and a large John Deere dealer nearby. 

Some hills to deal with, a little like Ellsworth. Roads are paved, unlike ours. Nice addition I’d 
want to have a phone number on the sign. 

No information on lot acreage. It looks like a large potential user (50 + acres) might not find 
enough space. 

4 *  Packs 

Two parks in town; all mowed. Toilets. Playground equipment which was in good shape. One 
park next to the school (good location) and the other next to the Good Samantan Home. 

Nice east vista from Marsdel park. Park is wooded, very nice all around. 

Pool, diving boards, wading pool, facility. Crowded, busy. 

Sa BahO018 

Middle School, 8th grade only with 50-60 students. Interesting grade arrangement! 

Schools looked very good (like new!) with a swimming pool outdoors next to the school. 

A technical college looked like new towards the industrial Park. Beautiful. 

High school is very attractive, looks like good athletic fields. 
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6. xnrrrstruature (sidoralk8, streetr, lighting, eta.) 

Very good condition, clean & wide. IS East is new last year and very nice with new trees on each 
side. 

12th Street is in just perfect conditioa 

7 .  Other 

No railroad but a local truck line with 17 large trucks and a terminal. 

Good S d t a n  Home with 80 beds, employs 50-60 people. 

GQU course north of town, 4ery nice. 

A lot of public investment: schools, vo tech, library, CESA, good parks, swimming pool, tennis 
courts, fencing. 

1. comuaitp antr.naa/exit signs 

There is a sign but not too big and not what I expected. 
No signs on what to do in the area; maybe these could be placed in the state wayside area? 

Entering from the East there’s a nice Fennimore High School sign with championships indicated. 

No welcome sign, just the green state issue. 

Kiwanidchurch signs on a l l  entrances. 

I n c o d  

with on signage; public, private signs are all in great shape. 

Kiwanis signs from each direction, as are Kent Feeds signs. (Possible option: add a ‘kekome to 
Fennimore“ sign to tach Kent Feeds sign, save the new sign expense?) 

from the south and west I noticed very rusted peddlers & solicitors ordinance signs. If I 
was a p 3 dler I’d plead that I couldn’t read the sign. Tlus is the only compIaint I could come up 

Signs all adequate, readable. 

Directions to Hoepital/Parks/etc 

Didn’t see any. 

Sign on Main St. for the nursing center. 

Found the parks by driving around, no directions to park. 
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4 *  Storofront signs 

Pretty well fixed up in the last 3 years. 

Tuckwood House is 1 block off Main, wouldn’t have known it was there if I didn’t wander that way. 
Maybe a folding sandwich sign over on Main? 

S. InUu8trial Park 

Stone base with metal; OK Brown color doesn’t do anything for me. No telephone number for 
information; no details on acres available. 

6. City Hall, Polio., eta. 

A very nice large building. Nice fire department equipment. 

hrge sign Easy to find. 

7 Bil lbaarda/abv8~tiring,  a t o m  

Not too many. Signs mostly on front of buildings. 

From the south: several business billboards some for Boscobel. 
Business billboards ap car new, attractive (Silent Woman casual 
curious), DQ Boscobe P , Hotel Boscobel, Fennixnore Cheese, 

Did not notice the usual beer companyhavern signs hanging around Main Street. Unusual! 

4 .  y i s ~ J , D f o n n  atiog 

A. CITY/VItLAOB m t L  

18 tharo a street mag? 

Yes. Hotel had one also. 

Yes. 

2 ,  cornunity btoohure/direatory 

Yes, brochure. 

3* Comuoity profi le  (inoluding buaiaesm C iaduatrial opportunities 

Just the brochure ...g ood text. Not much on business & industry. 



4 .  Raaommaadationa On pl.00 to 8tay/08t/ViSit...-.ta. 

Napp’s had several remmmendations. (The motel was very dean) Uidn’t ask at City Hall. 

3. Coataat people and addzesees liotod if I wcrat  PIOZO i n f o .  

Rccommcnded the chamber person dorm thc road. 

6. complimentary items (poetearda, nookmarks, a m p e n s ,  .to.) 

None that we found. 

1. Easy t o  looato (and did people refer you t o  it?) 

On Main Street, casy to locatc. Nice building, 

A sign hanging off the front over the sidewalk would have helped, not a big deal. 

Jnfonnatian Center Ionkc nice, clnced when we were there.. ‘l‘he activity with the. train and the 
building nearby looks good. 

2. Carmaentr on info available (street m~~/broohuror/ooarnrunity pro- 
f i lo/oto*)  
Maps & community brochure of the town available. 

Thc Chamber office had brochures for Grant County, l’lattcvillc, Dahl, Fcmimore Schools, Feu- 
way House; article re rint on the Silent Woman; Ag Daze events list. Good array of informatioa, 
Visitor Info kiods loo !b . well stocked. 

No details on the indusnial park. 

3. Rooonunaadations on places to etay/eat/virit eta.  

WCC crew was very bwledgeable, wide rnnge of recommendntions. 

4. HOW ptoparoU/holpful Vera they? 

I just mibsed Linda P. (lunchtirns). The woman working next door was about to close and lock up 
for lunch, but she was willing to let me in and browse and pick up literature. She mentioned rhat 
the city mop was being updated. 
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5 .  Coavenieat hours? 

Closed at lunchtime. 

a Dinner at Cottonwood Diner; very ood meal and nice people. Waitress went out of her way to 

on where else to visit. 
make sure we were taken care of. Le B t a card with her name on it at the table. Good informaQon 

b. Fenway House & Bar; had a drink and visited with the bartender. Very polite, told us about the 
t o m  Told us that used homes were hard to find; not so wdth lots. 

c. People at Na 's Motel; ve nice & hard working. Also run a store. Said that three years ago 

into the Fenway Hotel; bought a couple of other buildings, restored the storefronts and he got 
things going. 

Several people noted that tourists come through on their way to the dog track. 

Visited with a former farmer now workhg for the Townshi of Fennimore; reported some diffi- 
culty with milk prices down but otherwise "things are really f) ooming." Good to hear! 

Woman at the Tuckwood House wasn't completely aware of other places to visit in the town. 

Librarian knew much local history, details on the library buiding. Very helpful & personable. 

this was a "dea CP town. Then 'K t c guy from Montfort came in, bought the old theater and made it 

2. Did they nfer you to someune else who could help? 

Yes. Real helpful & polite. Told w good places to eat (in town). 

Yes, everyone seemed to know Linda Parrish! 

3 .  Attitude, appearaaco, ate. 

100% positive. Friendly, helpful, took an interest in your question. 

Many smiles. Passersby say hello almost all the time. 

The town had many apartment buildings, we could not help but notice how big and how many for a 
small town. 



A. Do reufdenta know thoir oommuity hietory/eventn/direotiona etc. 

Yes. Knew about the Fenwa House history, Bahl Baby Swiss story (if he's r e d  the one who 

ation, e.g. some people's reaction to when Stan came in with the theater restoration project. "He's 
going to own the whole town" attitude. Didn't work out that way! 

barncd about downtown's railroad motif, shake aWnings--all volunteer, no ordinance requiring it. 

developed it, maybe you co UT d "sell" that!). Many interesting stories to be told a i out the local situ- 

Peo le knew a lot of details about what's been hap ening here. karned that you paid S50,oOO to 

the old depot, jail, plans for a community museum and wamcoting from the old opera house, 

Some good history from the Parker librarian 

get 51 e Dinky up here from the WCC crew. faoks P ike a good project. The worker how about 

8.  Beniaes...vatioty o f  retail...loUging facilltiea... 

Good variety of retail; grocery, clothing, motelshotels, gas stations, Deere dealer, taverns, barber 
shop, body shops, bakery, vet clinic, furniture, meat, cement plant, newspaper, etc. We did 
notlee an automobile dealer; curious. Two in Ellsworth. 

I did not notice but one bar. (Welcome change.) 

.- 
c. m a  thero publio rootrooms? 

Yes, in the parks. 

Yes, in city Hall. 

b. P8Y phOne8...aro thay Working, phOn8 books fnt8ot. 

Yes, three pay phones that we saw; in good shape, 

E. Inbu@trial Park...does it look aative & attraotiva. 

The land is fairly level and very nice with water, sewer, and electricity; streets are blacktopped, 
The law also are mowed. 

One other buil 

Good highway access. 

besides Rayovac would make a big difference. CESA, Tech College nearby 
are attractive buil 5 ngs that add to the overall impression. . 
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P* mat boos the eommualty TASTE like? (opeairlty roatau- 
rants/bak8rims/eta.) 

Cottonwood Diner: good food. Stuffed pork chops, salad bar, soup, and the price was right. A lot 
of people there. 

Bakery was closed @.m.). A & W stand also closed. 

Had breakfast at the Soup’R Cafe. We sat in the booth a while before we found out that you have 
to go up to the window and order1 

The Silent Woman was EXCELLENT. I had no idea that you could get cajun specialties, very well 
done, in a small rural oommunity like this. 

0.  mat doas tho aorplpuaity 8mLL lika? 

Good farming town, smells good! 

The Tuckwood House was very much scented, unique for me, liked it. 

No negatives at all, 

B. What 8 0 m 8  d i d  you hear? 

h t s  of kids at the pool, noisy, happy. Good feeling to it. 

Main Street traffic, sounds busy, sounds good. 

1. nrt  did tha cronrrPunlty JEIL like (emotionrl response, raw/aolb, 
otor&ad/desart8d, inviting, ate.)? 

Farms close to town, in the city limits; all around the city. Corn chest high this time of year. Super 

Last 9 we saw no children out on the street. A lot of teenagers and folks sitting on the porch, at 
home. 
like they were more home bc3 ies. Couldn’t get over it. 

It has the feel of a city with a lot of projects underway. 

Busy but not crowded, overall a very positive feel to the town. 

farmingcountry! 

o hotrodders runni up and down the street raising hell. Very quiet. Everybody looked 
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We talked to many different people; very friendly, told us anything we asked. 

Very warm, friendly, helpfnl, just About everywhere. 

Main Street had garbage containers on light poles-2 feet off the ground and not very large. I 
rhought b e y  were neat! Unlatch to ernply, nnt in anyone's way. 

The brand new F & M Bank is large and rock-faced, very attractive. 

Two trailer parks for mobilc homcs; looked well kept up. 

~ C S  painted OD par% alwg +eei were owl. Twk us a while to flgure out that they help 

No cam ing. Maybe you could catch some of the RV's coming though town; we saw a lot of them 

you position your car in the parbng space. br eat idea! Yellow h e s  were nccdcd 

while si R ing on the bench outside of the Legion Hall. 

YOU REHEM BER ABOUT TAX8 COMHUbtITY B I X  #o #TES FRON NO8 

Friendly helpful personable people. Really made you feel at home. A great place to visit. 

CJazebo/resting place outside the Library off Main Street. Small item but it really made an hpres- 
sion on me. 

Interesting interior, good food at the Silent Woman. 1 will probably revisit the area and 
at thc Fcnway H o w  soiiictiruc. I liad ucver been to this prut of Wisconsin and found mu% 
was very attractive and inviting. 
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6- minuuw 
A List the S MOST important things you observed about the community. 

1. Positive, helpful attitude. Found it all over. 

2. Lots of investment evident, public & private, interesting earth sheltered designs at CESA 

3. DLnky installation and the whole railroad theme. Unifying aspect, catches your interest. 

and the technical college. 

Well worth the effort, 

4. Neat, clean, well kept area. 

5. Good looking farm country with great vistas all over. 

Lines on the street for parbg.  I took a picture and will discuss with the Chamber and ViUage, and 
the timing is right since the state is pIamng a reconstruction of Main Street in the next two years. 

School District brochure. Comprehensive information, useful, really uts Fennimore schools in a 
good light, Very im ortant to have this. I have some of the most bas P c information but will con- 
tact the district to fi i in the gaps. 


