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The Father of Earth Day: The Father of Earth Day: yy
Gaylord NelsonGaylord Nelson
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Governor, Wisconsin 1959 ‐ 1963
U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson 

1963‐1981



QUOTATIONS 
f ld L ldfrom Aldo Leopold
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“We shall never achieve harmony with land, any more than 
we shall achieve absolute justice or liberty for people. In 

these higher aspirations, the important thing is not to achieve 
but to strive.”Council

Madison, WI

June 29, 2010
"That the situation appears hopeless should not prevent us 

from doing our best."

“A land ethic then reflects the existenceA land ethic, then, reflects the existence 
of an ecological conscience, and this 

in turn reflects a conviction of individual 
responsibility for the health of the land.”



Economic 
Development:
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economic development  LAB 2006

“The process of retaining, expanding, 
Council

Madison, WI

June 29, 2010

and attracting jobs, income and 
wealth in a manner that improves 
individual economic opportunities 
and the quality of human life ”and the quality of human life.



Ron Shaffer, Founder of the Center for 
Community & EconomicCommunity & Economic 

Development
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“Economic development is sustained, 
progressive change to attain individual and p g g

group interests.”



Not All Quality of Life Issues are Not All Quality of Life Issues are 
Related to the Environment and are Related to the Environment and are 
N t th F f S t i blN t th F f S t i blNot the Focus of Sustainable Not the Focus of Sustainable 
Development InitiativesDevelopment Initiatives
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Growth vs. DevelopmentGrowth vs. Development
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•We want balanced 
growth
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more jobs

W t t b

•We want quality of 
life

Council
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• We want tax base

A th i d

•We want economic 
security

• Any growth is good



Economic Growth vs. Economic Growth vs. 
Economic DevelopmentEconomic DevelopmentEconomic DevelopmentEconomic Development
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If GDP is relatively easy to measure, If GDP is relatively easy to measure, 
how are we going to measurehow are we going to measurehow are we going to measure how are we going to measure 
“quality of life”?“quality of life”?
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World Bank Economist Mahbub ul Haq (1970’s):

Existing measures of human progress failed to account 
for the true purpose of development—to improve 
people’s lives and expand individual human choices.

http://hdr.undp.org/en/humandev/reports/



Environmental Disaster or Environmental Disaster or 
Economic Disaster?Economic Disaster?
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Economic impact of the BP Economic impact of the BP 
oil spill in Floridaoil spill in Floridaoil spill in Floridaoil spill in Florida
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gulf coast could lose 195,000 jobs and $11 billion this 
year alone if the spill cuts tourism in half. 

Florida has a lot to lose even beyond tourism and fishingCouncil

Madison, WI

June 29, 2010

Florida has a lot to lose, even beyond tourism and fishing. 
Housing has become increasingly concentrated along the 
state’s 8,436 miles of shoreline. With property values 
already down by a third in many areas and unemployment 
around 12 percent, the state could see its economy 
darkened for a decade by the spill. y p



CBS News PollCBS News Poll
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Did we learn from the Did we learn from the 
Exxon Valdez disaster?Exxon Valdez disaster?
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areas where energy development can occur — says 
technological advances make oil production, 
t t d l f l i k th i d dCouncil

Madison, WI

June 29, 2010

transport and cleanup far less risky than in decades 
past”.

March 24 2009 prior to the BP Oil SpillMarch 24, 2009….prior to the BP Oil Spill

http://www.earthportal.org/news/?p=2261



Economic Development:Economic Development:Economic Development: Economic Development: 
Whose Job Is It?Whose Job Is It?
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i fl th i
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influence the economic 
development process for the benefit 

Council

Madison, WI

June 29, 2010
of the community through 

expanding job opportunitiesexpanding job opportunities, 
income, wealth, and the tax base.



Definition of Definition of e t o oe t o o
Community DevelopmentCommunity Development

SLIDE 19 “A group of people in a locality initiating a social action 
process (i.e., planned intervention) to change their 
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economic, social, cultural and/or environmental 

situation.”
Council

Madison, WI

June 29, 2010

“Community organizing is how ordinary people respond 
to out-of-touch politicians and their failed policies "to out-of-touch politicians and their failed policies.



AttitudeAttitude
Sometimes people canSometimes people canSometimes people can Sometimes people can 
be very consistent…be very consistent…
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“Lived in this town 75 years Seen a lot ofLived in this town 75 years. Seen a lot of 
changes…and fought every damn one of 

them.”



Keeping the Community Keeping the Community p g yp g y
InvolvedInvolved
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The CommunityThe Community
Development Factor…Development Factor…
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lose sight of the fact that we need to build 
communities where people want to stay and 
economic opportunities are only part of the 

Council

Madison, WI

June 29, 2010

equation.



Understanding the connection Understanding the connection 
betweenbetween CommunityCommunity DevelopmentDevelopmentbetween between CommunityCommunity Development Development 
and and EconomicEconomic DevelopmentDevelopment
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- Come to

Come back toCouncil
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- Come back to

- Stay in



CommunityCommunity
SLIDE 24 Building Community Capacity for Economic 
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• Residents hold a common vision of their 
collective future which challenges, motivates and 
unites them;Council

Madison, WI

June 29, 2010

unites them;

• Leaders identify and resolve issues; and

• Organizations and institutions anticipate and• Organizations and institutions anticipate and 
adapt to an ever changing environment.

• Everyone is part of the marketing DepartmentEveryone is part of the marketing Department



NIMBYNIMBY
SLIDE 25 Ordinary people most often participate in their 

community at the neighborhood level. When people 
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sense that decisions are going to impact them at the 
neighborhood level, they are likely to organize and 

d Wh t i thi d k itCouncil

Madison, WI

June 29, 2010

respond. Why not recognize this and make it a 
strength of your community? Whether positive, or 
negative, when change takes place near ones home, egat e, e c a ge ta es p ace ea o es o e,
the stakes go up.



Everything is local…Everything is local…
SLIDE 26 - Neighborhoods are the building blocks for healthy, 

thriving, vibrant towns, cities, and regions.
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- Residents often gauge the health of the city or 
region based on the perceived strength of their Council

Madison, WI

June 29, 2010

neighborhood.



Reframing the Issue?Reframing the Issue?
SLIDE 27 Addressing a problem involves building awareness and 

willingness to solve the problem, choosing a course of 
action and then rebuilding trust and commitment to
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action, and then rebuilding trust and commitment to 
common goals.

Issues frequently become controversial due to the way they 
f d Oft th t’ th d f bCouncil

Madison, WI

June 29, 2010

are framed. Often that’s the agenda for a sub-group…. :
• “We have a parking problem”
• “This development is going to create traffic congestion”p g g g
• “We need a shoe store”
• “We need to recruit an industry to fill that vacant building”



Committed groups Committed groups --g pg p
unfocusedunfocused
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Copyright – Innovative Leadership Australia 2005



Committed groups Committed groups ––g pg p
focused focused 
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Copyright – Innovative Leadership Australia 2005



Discussions over the well being of Discussions over the well being of 
communities are not limited to thecommunities are not limited to thecommunities are not limited to the communities are not limited to the 
United Nations….United Nations….
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Mission: Growing the region's economy in ways that preserve 
and enhance the quality of life.

http://www.thrivehere.org/



“Think Global, Act Local”“Think Global, Act Local”
SLIDE 31 The original phrase "Think 

Global, Act Local" first 
appears in the book "The
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appears in the book The 
Evolution of Cities" (1905) by 
Scots Planner and social 
activist Patrick GeddesCouncil

Madison, WI

June 29, 2010

activist Patrick Geddes.

The first use of the phrase in 
an environmental context is 
di t d b t t f thdisputed but most of these 
disputes date back to the 
late 60’s and 70’s. 
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compiled a list of more than 120 quality 
of life indicators organized into 10 

Council

Madison, WI

June 29, 2010

categories. 

The initial list was prioritized and reducedThe initial list was prioritized and reduced 
down to 3-4 indicators in each of the 
QOL categoriesQOL categories



Final Dashboard of Indicators:Final Dashboard of Indicators:Final Dashboard of Indicators:Final Dashboard of Indicators:
Life at Work: Life at Leisure:

Reliable Energy

Income

City and County Parks

Variety of Leisure Activities

Business Growth

Employment Growth

Youth Leisure Activities

p y

Life at School:
• Adult Lifelong Learning 

Living a Healthy Life:

Health Insurance Coverage
opportunities

• Health of the Wisconsin 
Idea
Post Secondar Ed cation

Childhood Immunizations

Prenatal Care
• Post-Secondary Education
• Graduation Rate Exercise Opportunities and 

Participation



Final Dashboard of Indicators:Final Dashboard of Indicators:
Life in our Natural 

Environment:
Life at Home:

Healthcare Availability
Land Use Planning

Preservation of Agricultural 

Healthcare Availability

Residents Living in Poverty

S b idi d Child C
g

Lands

Surface Water Quality

Subsidized Child Care

Lif T th P bli
Access to Public Spaces
Life at Home - Housing:

Life Together – Public 
Safety:

Perception of Public Safety
The Cost of a Home

Shelter for the Homeless

Perception of Public Safety

Violent Crimes

E P d
Affordable Access to High 

Speed Internet

Emergency Preparedness



Final Dashboard of Indicators:Final Dashboard of Indicators:Final Dashboard of Indicators:Final Dashboard of Indicators:
Life Together – Civics & Life on the Road:

Diversity:

Local Government 
P f

Walkability

Transportation Investment
Performance

Voter Participation
Mass Transit Options

Bike Ped Options
Volunteerism

Neighborhoods

p

Commute Time to Work



Objective DataObjective Data
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Objective DataObjective Data
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Subjective DataSubjective Data
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Perception vs. Reality?Perception vs. Reality?
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County Migration MapperCounty Migration Mapper
htt // t i thtt // t i thttp://enterprise.starhttp://enterprise.star--
telegram.com/ARCIms/Maps/clt/2007/irsmig.asp?picktelegram.com/ARCIms/Maps/clt/2007/irsmig.asp?pick
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http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cced/downtowns/dma/index.cfm



First ImpressionsFirst Impressions
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Community Community Economic Economic 
Development PreparednessDevelopment PreparednessDevelopment Preparedness Development Preparedness 
IndexIndex
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http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cced/publicat.html#CEDPI



Trade Area Trade Area MapperMapper
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http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cced/economies/TAMI.cfm



Community IndicatorsCommunity Indicators
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Big Box RetailBig Box Retail
SLIDE 46

Small Business 
Environmental 

CouncilCouncil

Madison, WI

June 29, 2010



SLIDE 47

Small Business 
Environmental 

CouncilCouncil

Madison, WI

June 29, 2010


