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What is a Cooperative? 
 
A cooperative is a type of corporation with distinct 
principles reflected in their legal structure. 
Cooperatives require democratic member control, 
economic participation by their members and the 
distribution of profits to members based on use (rather 
than investment).  

 
A cooperative is a form of ownership that can be 
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• Approximately 40 percent of respondents 
reported they currently work and/or previously 
have worked with cooperatives. 

 
• Over 30 percent of respondents did not know 

whether cooperatives qualified for their 
programs. 
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Just Food Co-op, Northfield, MN 



Contact:  Bill Ryan, Center For Community & Economic Development, University of Wisconsin-Extension 
610 Langdon Street, Madison, WI  53703-1104 

PH: (608)265-8136; FAX: (608)263-4999; TTY: (800)947-3529; HTTP://WWW.UWEX.EDU/CES/CCED 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Employer, UW-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming, including Title IX and ADA requirements. 
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What can CED practitioners do to enable 
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Also see related article on
the December 2004 edition of Let’s Talk 

Business/Downtown Economics: 
http://ww .uwex.edu/ces/cced/downtowns/ltb/lets/1204ltb.htmlw  
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* Kristy SeBlonka is a 2007 graduate of the Department of 
Urban and Regional Planning, University of Wisconsin-
Madison. This article is based upon research conducted for her 
master’s thesis. Kristy can be contacted at 
seblonka@gmail.com.  
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