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By PATRICIA SIMMS
psimms@madison.com
608-252-6492

When JeffRaaschwas 7 or 8,
he took a tripwith his family to
NewYorkCity.
Itwas 1968or 1969.“Wewent

to the top of the Empire State
Building,”Raasch said,“and I
askedmyolder sister,“Whodoes
this?”and she said architects
do this, and I said,“Well, that’s
what Iwant to do,”and I never
faltered from that. I always knew
what Iwanted to do.”
Raasch is nowaprincipal and

architect at FladArchitects,
where he leads design teams for
construction of hospitals, clinics
andoffice and research buildings.
His projects around the

country include a new260-
bed cancer hospital for Shands
HealthCare at theUniversity of
Florida, and, inWisconsin, the
St.Mary’s EmergencyCenter in
SunPrairie and clinics forAffin-
ityHealth Systems.
Raasch focuses on improving

the patient experience andheal-
ing timewith environmentally
sensitive designs.Hedesigned
thefirst LEED-certified (Lead-
ership in Energy andEnviron-
mentalDesign) officebuilding in
Madison.
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YOUNGER PEOPLE CAN FIND BENEFITS IN THE RECESSION. PAGE C7

IS THE FUTURE GOLDEN?
The price of gold continues to rise, and experts aren’t
sure where it’s headed. PERSONAL FINANCE, PAGE C3

Creating
a space
people
can use
Raasch leads design
teams for clinics and
other buildings.

ECONOMIC SNAPSHOT

In 2008,home sale,mortgagefraud cases reported to the
FBI increased three-fold in

Wisconsin andmore thandoubled
nationally.According to Suspi-
ciousActivities Reports (SARS)
more than600cases of potential
mortgage fraudwere under investigation in
Wisconsin.As the housing crisis has intensi-
fied, an increasing number andvariety of
mortgage frauds have been exposed.The
combination of increaseddetection,more
aggressive enforcement, and the fact that
a slackmarketmakes itmore difficult to
hide fraudulent caseswith a quick sale has
dramatically increased the number of fraud
cases reported.
Typical frauds include falsifying docu-

ments,distorting appraisals, inflating
the selling prices of homes, andpurchas-
ing homes or applying for loanswith false

identities.As the number of
foreclosures has increased in the
last year,new fraud schemes have
emerged. They include convinc-
ing distressedhomeowners that
they can stay in their homeby
surrendering ownership and

becoming renters of their former home.This
sounds like an alternative to keeppeople
in their homes. However, in cases of fraud,
eviction proceedings are often initiated soon
after the owners forfeit ownership of the
home.
Other schemes charge homeowners fees

with the false promise of settlingmortgage
debt or getting the loans forgiven.Lawen-
forcement has placed an increased focus on
detecting and investigatingmortgage fraud.
As a result of increased scrutiny by legisla-
tors andhearings, 2009 fraud cases are likely
to surpass the record levels of 2008.

Business booms for mortgage fraud

JEFF RAASCH

Principal/architect with Flad
Architects

Business address: 644 Science
Drive

Web site: www.flad.com

Employees: 291

2008 revenue: $73 million

Age: 47

Hometown: Milwaukee

Family: Wife, Wende; four
children

Education: Master’s degree in
architecture, UW-Milwaukee

Experience: 27 years in the
profession, 10 years at Flad,
including the last five years as a
partner
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BOILING IT DOWN

Brewers are trying
to reduce water use
while keeping the
beer flowing.
By BARRY ADAMS
badams@madison.com
608-252-6148

Your 12-ounce bottle of beerwill continue
to have 12 ounces in it, but brewers from
around the countrywill gather inMilwau-

kee thisweek to learn how touse less of beer’s
main ingredient.
Jake Leinenkugel onMondaywill tell how the

JacobLeinenkugel BrewingCo.has reduced the
amount ofwater it uses tomake a barrel of beer
from 12 barrels to 5.5.
AndonTuesday,brewerswill travel toNew

GlaruswhereDan andDeb
Careywill showoff their
2-year-oldHilltopBrewery,
wherewater andother util-
ity costs have been reduced
by 25 percent compared to
production costs at their
originalNewGlarus Brew-
ingCo. site on the village’s
north side.
The inauguralGreat LakesCraft Brewers&

WaterConservationConference comes in the
midst of a recessionwhen consumers are trying
to stay loyal to their brands and their budgets and
whenbrewers have been sockedby steep increases
in the price of rawmaterials.The price of hops, for
instance, rose 100percent in 2008.
“People are gettingmore andmore interested in

it,” said FredScheer, a brewmaster fromNashville
and chairmanof theGlobal Emerging Issues com-
mittee for theWisconsin-basedMaster Brewers
Association of theAmericas.“It’s an international,
ongoing subject.”
Others at the two-day conference,based at the

DiscoveryWorldmuseum indowntownMilwau-
kee,will speak about balancing the role ofwater as
both an economic andnatural resource; theGreat
LakesCompact; andhow toworkwith utilities to
reduce costs.
Some 100 representatives fromabout 30 large

and small breweries are expected to attend along
with representatives of groups includingClean

Please see BEER, Page C2

Please see RAASCH, Page C5
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IN TRAVEL

Love beer? the
State Department
of tourism has a
brewery tour for
you. H1


