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Methods
We sampled four different locations on the St.Louis River. Water samples were
ere recorded. Air and water temperature along with
transparency data was gathered along with the water samples. Water samples
were placed on ice and transported back to the lab at Fond du Lac Tribal &
Community College. The Coliscan Easy Gel and 3M Petrifilm test kits were
incubated and read at 24 and 48 hours to determine the amount of £. coli colonies
in each sample. A replicate sample from each site was sent the same day as
collected to an independent analytical laboratory for an accurate £. coli colony
measurement. Processed test kits were treated with bleach and placed in Ziploc
baggies and disposed of in the trash.
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E. colisampling sites were located at four sites in the St.
Louis River watershed. Red stars indicate where St. Louis
River — River Watch participants sample water quality
parameters twice a year.

Coliscan Easy Gel media and pre-
treated petri dishes.
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Lab Analysis - . ) taken at each site using a
N 3M Petrifilm bacteria test kit. transparency tube along with
o temperature data.
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o Preliminary data analysis suggests that the
€ Coliscan Easy Gel bacteria test kit was more
2 accurate than the 3M Petrifilm when
S compared to the analytical lab results.
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© Statistical analysis for the data we collected
e rr——— @é" '\960 \9\6” @é’ will be conducted in the future. £.coli
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rinsed 3 fimes with stream water . the sample bottle into a sterile AT AT QAR counts in the St. Louis River during this
before sample was taken. container. summer were below state standards for

Preliminary results indicates that the Coliscan Easy Gel method agreeds more closely safe recreational use.
with analytical lab analysis of £. coli colonies in the St. Louis River.



