
Belonging 
• A positive relationship with a 

caring adult 

• An inclusive environment 

• A safe environment 

Mastery 

• Engagement in learning 

• Learn new skills 

Independence 

• Opportunity to see oneself as an    

   active participant in the future 

• Opportunity for self-determination 

Generosity 

• Opportunity to value and practice   

   service for others 

 
For resources and activities on how 

to strengthen your club meetings, 

visit Wisconsin 4-H Community 

Club Central at http://

www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/clubs/

index.cfm. 

 
Adapted from: 

4-H 101:  The Basics of Starting a 4-H Club 

http://www.4-hmilitarypartnerships.org 

This month, we’re going to talk 

about the three basic elements 

present in an effective 4-H club 

meeting. Remember that youth 

development refers to 

experiences in which young 

people and adults have close 

connections over a long period of 

time. 4-H youth development 

educators with volunteers and 
other professionals, plan, 

implement and evaluate a 

progressive series of educational 

programs and experiences. The 

programs connect young people 

with caring adults and involve 

them over an extended period of 

time. A 4-H community club is an 

excellent example of how youth 

development happens in practice. 

So our task is to make the 

connections with youth through a 

4-H club meeting that results in 

high context youth development. 

 

To do that, we must plan our 

meetings effectively. There are 

three basic elements involved in 

planning effective club meetings. 

The first step is to identify 

specific life skills you want club 

members to work on. Remember 

that a club meeting that is well 

planned and conducted can offer 

opportunities to practice many 

life skills. Some of these might 

include: 

 

leadership 

communication 

decision making 

problem solving 

teamwork 

cooperation 

accepting differences 

 

The next two steps are to involve 

youth, along with the leaders, in 

planning the meeting and to guide 

the planning to assure balance 
and variety. Club meetings should 

be planned and conducted by 

youth members. It is their club. 

Youth-run meetings attract more 

young people to the club and keep 

everyone involved. Older youth 

can take more responsibility for 

planning and implementing the 

plans. Younger club members may 

need more assistance from older 

club members or adults.  

 
When planning a club meeting, a 

good rule of thumb to use for a 90

-minute meeting is: Business 

meeting—15 minutes; Educational 

Program—30-45 minutes; 

Recreation and Social part of the 

meeting—30 minutes. This is just a 

guideline. The club meeting format 

is flexible. One meeting might have 

a longer recreational program and 

a very short business meeting if the 

club is going on a hike, for 

example. The important thing to 

remember is that proper planning 

is necessary to know who is 

responsible for each activity. The 

primary role of adults in the club is 

to make sure that the 

opportunities and environments 

created by 4-H are meeting young 

people’s needs and building life 

skills. Adults can encourage youth 

to make sure the room set-up is 

comfortable and appropriate for 

the planned activities. Help youth 

determine what equipment and 

supplies are needed for the 

activities beforehand. 

 

Remember the Essential Elements 

of 4-H? Keep the Essential 

Elements in mind as you plan club 

programming. To do this, think 

about how your club environment 

is fostering belonging, 

independence, mastery and 

generosity. Let’s review these 

concepts again. 
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September 
4 .................................. Registrations due for Junior Leader Trip .......................... 4:30 pm ............Extension Office 

7 .................................. Labor Day Holiday ..................................................................  ............................Extension Office Closed 

8 .................................. 4-H Association Council Meeting ....................................... 6:30 pm ............Barron High School Commons 

8 .................................. 4-H Association Fall Meeting ............................................... 7:30 pm ............Barron High School Commons 

9 .................................. Barron County Fair Board meeting ................................... 7:30 pm ............Fair Office 

12 ................................ Junior Leaders Valley Fair Trip ............................................ 8 am-10 pm 

12-13 ......................... State 4-H Gymkhana ..............................................................   ..........................State Fair Park, West Allis 

15 ................................ Ambassador Applications due ............................................. 4:30 pm ............Extension Office 

17-20 ......................... State 4-H Horse Expo............................................................  ............................State Fair Park, West Allis 

21 ................................ Ambassador Interviews ......................................................... 5-7 pm. .............Room 110 A & B, Government Center 

21 ................................ Ambassadors/Junior Leaders meeting  .............................. 7/8 pm ..............Room 110 A & B, Government Center 

22 ................................ Jr. Livestock Show and Sale Committee meeting ........... 7 pm ..................East Conference Room, Government Center 

26 ................................ Vision to Action ....................................................................... 9 am .................. 

28 ................................ Horse Project Annual Meeting ............................................ 7 pm ..................Auditorium, Government Center 

 

 

October 
4-10 ............................ National 4-H Week ................................................................  ............................Promote 4-H during this week! 

11 ................................ Adaptive Riding Recognition Banquet ...............................  ............................Masonic Lodge, Rice Lake 

10-11 ......................... State Training for Photo Leaders and Judges ..................  ............................Upham Wood 

14 ................................ Barron County Fair Board meeting ................................... 7:30 pm. ...........Fair Office 
15 ................................ Enrollment Forms due ........................................................... 4:30 pm ............Extension Office 

17-18 ......................... Shooting Sports Certification Training ..............................  ............................Rice Lake Rod and Gun Club 

18 ................................ Achievement Program ........................................................... 2 pm .................. 

19 ................................ Ambassadors/Junior Leaders meeting ............................... 7/8 pm ..............Room 110 A&B, Government Center 

20 ................................ 4-H Association Council meeting ....................................... 7 pm ..................East Conference Room, Government Center 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

Please have articles or information for the 

newsletter to the Extension Office by the 

20th of each month.                                                                                   

The newsletter will be mailed by the last 

day of the month so families have it on or 

around the 1st of each month. 

Newsletter Information 

Mark your calendar!  The 2009 4-H Achievement     

Program will be on Sunday, October 18, 2 pm. 

You won’t want to miss the Achievement Program this 

year!  

2009 4-H Achievement Program 

It’s just about time to think about 

the next 4-H year! The first thing 

to do is complete your              

re-enrollment forms.  Forms and 

information will be coming to 

members and leaders from your 

general club leader in September.  

General leaders are to return all 

re-enrollment paperwork to the 

Extension Office by October 15.  

Please help your leader meet this 

deadline.  Note that members 

may add or drop projects until 

February 1. 

4-H Re-enrollment Time 
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Sign up now for “Foto Follies 

2009,” a statewide training    

workshop for Wisconsin 4-H 

youth and adult photo leaders and 

county fair judges, to be held   

Saturday, Oct. 10, and Sunday, 

Oct. 11, at Upham Woods     

Environmental Education Center, 

Wisconsin Dells. The conference 

begins with registration at 8:30 

a.m. on Saturday and ends at 11:30 

a.m. on Sunday. 

 

The conference costs $40 per 

person, which includes four  

workshop sessions; evening photo 

activities on Saturday; dorm   

lodging on Saturday night; lunch 

and dinner on Saturday; breakfast 

on Sunday; and all program      
materials. 

 

For adult and youth 4-H photo 

volunteers, the conference     

features ideas and information on 

how to be an effective leader, 

according to Wayne Brabender, 

state 4-H photo specialist who is 

coordinating the conference. “You 

will learn many tips and discover 

many resources and fun activities 

that you can use to teach       

photography to young people,” 

Brabender said. “You’ll also have 

many opportunities to practice 

and improve your own         

photo-taking skills.” 

 

All youth leaders must be in high 

school and accompanied by an 

adult, Brabender added. 

 

Additional workshop choices will 

include making images with     

impact; still life photography;  

animal and people photography; 

digital photography; nature,    

landscape and plant photography; 

and building and structure      

photography. There will also be a 

Q & A discussion addressing 

county fair photography classes 

and issues. 
 

Evening photo activities and    

opportunities include             

astrophotography, night         

photography, and personal     

portfolio critiques. There will also 

be roundtable discussions on a 

variety of topics, from Picasa (a 

free downloadable photo editing 

program) to photo panoramas. 

 

For new and aspiring judges, two 

workshops will cover the basics of 

Danish and conference judging 

photos at Wisconsin county fairs. 

You can use this opportunity to 

polish your judging skills or to 

become registered as a Dept. 20 

county fair judge. 

 

An optional “Pre-Conference” 

program is available Friday night, 

Oct. 9, for those who want to 

travel early and lodge at the camp. 

This pre-conference begins with 

registration at 6:30 p.m. on Friday. 

It costs an additional $25, which 

features dorm lodging Friday night, 

breakfast Saturday morning and 

night photography opportunities 

on Friday. 

 

Conference registration deadline 
is September 25, 2009, but sign up 

early because space is limited. For 

more information and registration 

materials, visit the Wisconsin 4-H 

Photography Project web page at 

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/

onlinpro/photography.cfm and 

click on “Events.” If you have 

questions, contact Tom Carpenter 

at 608-262-1223 or at 

tom.carpenter@ces.uwex.edu. 

Remember, sign up early! 

Statewide Training for 4-H Photo Leaders, Judges  

On 4-H National Youth Science 

Day, October 7th, young people 

across the nation will get a chance 

to examine one of the most 

important issues facing our nation 

today—energy. Youth will 

discover, learn and have a blast 

exploring alternative fuels through 

Biofuel Blast, the National Science 

Experiment.  

 

Developed in conjunction with the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Extension and Wisconsin 4-H, the 

experiment is designed to spark 

an early interest in the        

sciences—all part of 4-H's bold 

goal to engage a million new 

young people in science, 

engineering and technology 

programs by 2013.  

 

You can find everything you need 

to participate in 4-H National 

Youth Science Day online at 

www.4-H.org/NYSD. The site has 

lots of useful information, 

including the experiment 

facilitator's guide, interactive tools, 

event planning kits and much 

more. Plus, new features, 

information and promotions will 

be added in the months and weeks 

leading up to October 7th—so 

make sure to register to receive 

event updates today. When you 

arrive on the main page, register 

in the column on the right.  After 

registering, you will be able to 

access the facilitators guide, youth 

worksheets and other helpful 

information. 

4-H National Youth Science Day 

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/onlinpro/photography.cfm
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/onlinpro/photography.cfm
mailto:tom.carpenter@ces.uwex.edu
http://4-h.org/nysd/nysd1.php
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The Junior Livestock Show and Sale Committee is 

meeting on Tuesday, September 22, 7pm, in the East 

Conference Room, Barron County Government 

Center. If you would like to be a part of this 

committee, you are encouraged to attend this 

meeting. 

Junior Livestock Show and Sale Committee Meeting 

The Barron County 4-H Horse 

Project will hold its Annual 

Meeting on September 28 at 7 

p.m. in the Auditorium at the 

Barron County Government 

Center. Election of officers takes 

place for adult and youth. The 

youth drawing for the saddle 

donated for hours worked and 

tickets sold at the PRCA rodeo 

will take place. Many other prizes 

also. 

Barron County will be the host 

site for a state certification 

shooting sports workshop. The 

workshop will be on Saturday, 

October 17, 8 am-4 pm and 

Sunday, October 18, 8 am to 

noon at the Rice Lake Rod and 

Gun Club.  

 

Certifications will be offered in 

Archery, Shotgun, Muzzleloader, 

Rifle/Air Rifle, Pistol/Air Pistol, 

and Coordinator. National and 

state policy allows certification in 

only one discipline at any one 

certification training as each 

certification must be 12 hours in 

length, and participants must 

attend all 12 hours. This 

certification is for adults age 18 

(by the training date) and older. 

The fee is $60 and includes 

discipline manual, morning snack, 

lunch and break snacks Saturday 

and Sunday morning snacks. 

 

At 6 p.m. on Saturday at a local 

eating establishment, a 4-H 

Shooting Sports Round Table 

discussion will take place. This is 

not mandatory, but the 

discussions have proven to be 

helpful to participants in learning 

how others run their shooting 

sports program. (The meal is not 

included in the $60 fee.)          

Pre-registration is required and 

must be postmarked no later than 

Monday, October 5. Registration 

forms are available at the 4-H 

Office or on the web at http://

www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/barron/. 

Click on the project link and then 

Shooting Sports. Checks should 

be made to UW-Extension. Mail 

the completed registration and 

fee to Tom Carpenter, 431 

Lowell Hall, 610 Langdon Street, 

Madison, WI 53703. Questions 

may be directed to Doug 

Thompson, 920.391.4657; 

evenings at 920.845.1342, or 

email doug.thomp@gmail.com. 

 

Barron County is Host for State Shooting Sports Certification 

Reminder to Livestock Sale Participants 

Did you send your buyer and 

trophy sponsors thank you 

letters? Youth need to send the 

buyers of their animals a thank 

you letter by September 15 or 

the youth, as the seller, will forfeit 

a 10% fee to the Livestock 

Committee. A copy of the thank 

you letter must be sent to First 

National Bank in Rice Lake before 

a check can be mailed out. Don’t 

forget to send thank you letters 

to your trophy sponsors. 

Horse Project Annual Meeting 

The Ridgeland Community Fair is 

September 5-7.  4-H’ers are   

encouraged to exhibit projects in 

the community fair. Entries are 

accepted on Saturday, September 

5, 9 a.m. to noon at the Ridgeland 

Community Center located at 

200 Diamond Street South,    

Ridgeland. Judging is Saturday, 

September 5, 1 p.m.              

(Not face-to-face/conference 

judging) Pick-up projects on  

Monday, September 7, 4-6 p.m. 

The Community   Center is open 

for viewing of exhibits on Sunday, 

September 6, 1-5 p.m. and     

Monday, September 7, 11 a.m.-1 

pm and 2-4 pm.  Contact the 

Extension Office for the Ridgeland 

Fair Premium List and regulations.  

4-Hõers Encouraged to Exhibit Projects in Ridgeland  
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Barron County 4-H Ambassador Description 
 
WHAT IS A 4-H AMBASSADOR? 

A 4-H Ambassador is a 4-H member in grades 9-13 who has a sincere desire to promote the Barron County 4-H  

program. Ambassadors are highly respected youth leadership positions within 4-H. Many counties throughout the state 

of Wisconsin have 4-H Ambassadors; qualifications and tasks differ from county to county.  

 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Be an active Barron County 4-H member in grades 9-13 

Have two years of 4-H experience and an understanding of 4-H 

Have leadership experience on club or county level 

Have an interest in promoting 4-H 

Be mature and exhibit poise, confidence and dedication to 4-H 

Have a positive, enthusiastic attitude 

Be willing and able to speak to 4-H and community groups 

Be a good role model 

Be responsible, accountable, dedicated and willing to follow through on responsibilities 

 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES/EXPECTATIONS 

Attend monthly meetings and scheduled activities.  Ambassador meetings are the third Monday of each month at   

        7 p.m. in Room 110 A & B at the Barron County Government Center in Barron. 

Assist with 4-H events and activities 

Share 4-H with the public by talking with community groups and schools; talking on radio programs; writing    
        newspaper articles; being in area parades. 

        

HOW TO APPLY 

Complete and return the Barron County 4-H Ambassador Application form and two letters of recommendation to: 

 Annette Bjorklund 

 UW-Extension, Barron County 

 330 E. LaSalle Ave. Room 2206 

 Barron, WI 54812 

 

The application form is also on the Barron County 4-H website at:  http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/barron/4h/index.html 

Applications may be emailed to Annette at annette.bjorklund@ces.uwex.edu. Letters of recommendation may be 

emailed directly from the letter writer. 

 

Ask your general leader and one project or activity leader to send a letter of recommendation supporting your     

application.  All recommendations MUST be from individuals unrelated to you. If your general leader is related to you, then 

please choose a different individual, project or activity leader to  complete a recommendation for you.  

 

Applications and letters of recommendations must be received by 4:30 p.m. on September 15, 2009.  Only      

applications that are received by that time will be considered.  

 

Ambassador applicants will be interviewed on Monday, September 21, between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. in rooms 110 A & B 

at the Barron County  Government Center. You will be notified via phone with your interview time.  

 

You will be notified that evening if you are selected to be an Ambassador.  All new and returning Ambassadors will        

participate in the Ambassador meeting on Monday, September 21 from 7-8 p.m.  

 

 

 

mailto:annette.bjorklund@ces.uwex.edu
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Name Club 

Address City/Zip 

Home Phone Cell Phone 

Email 

Number of Years in 4-H   

Current 4-H Projects: 

High School and Community Activities: 
  
  
  

4-H Club and County Leadership (example: offices held, junior leader): 

4-H Club and County Participation (activities): 

Why are you interested in being a Barron County 4-H Ambassador? 

How will the Barron County 4-H program benefit by having you as an Ambassador? 

What are some ideas you have to recruit new members? 
  
  

Letters of recommendation are coming from: 
1. 
2 

Barron County 4-H Ambassador Application 

Due by 4:30 p.m. on September 15, 2009 
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 Barron County 4-H Association Council Meeting Minutes 

 
July 13, 2009 

Youth Expo Building, Fairgrounds 

 

Present: 

Cathy Solum        Annette Bjorklund       Caroline Dostal       Bonnie Richter      

Diann Scott          Brittany Crotteau        Sonja Crotteau    Brian Holten 

 

The July meeting was called to order by Vice President Cathy Solum at 7:40 PM in the Youth Expo Building at the Fairgrounds. 

 

Correspondence/Appearances 

A Thank you was received by Abby Amundson for receiving a 4-H Scholarship.    

 

Abigail Solum requested funding for attending County Cow Camp May 16 & 17 and also for District Talent Explosion. 

 

The Secretaries Report was read by Sonja and approved by Brian, second by Caroline.  MC 

 

The Treasuerer’s Report was discussed.  The report will be filed until audit is complete.  Bills were passed around for payment. 

 

Committee Updates 

Brian reported on Adult Leader’s Stand.  Everything is in place and ready for operation. 

 

Annette reported on Record Book workshops that will be held beginning the week after the fair and in August.  There is also a Procedure 

Manual that is available on-line to help with completion of record books.  The Recognition Program will be held on Sunday, October 18th 

at 2:00 pm. 

 

Old Business 
Annette discussed the Raffle Hospitality Booth Schedule and Youth Building Host Schedule.  There are still some time slots open in the 

Hospitality Booth.  Darlene will be setting up prizes at 9:30 AM Wednesday, for those who would like to help.  All council members 

should be available by 5:30 pm on Sunday to help with drawing. 

 

New Business 

A Nomination Committee consisting of Lloyd, Cathy, & Caroline will seek out individuals willing to serve on council for the positions of 

Vice President, Secretary, and District Reps for Central, Southeast and Northeast. 

 

The Ambassadors Banquet has been set for August 12th beginning at 7:00 pm at Bona Casa.  After discussion, Brian made a motion for 

council to pay for Ambassador meals at a cost of $14.00.  A second by Diann.  MC 

 

Annette discussed a request from Wis DOT looking for a donation of platbooks.  It was decided that council members will look for old 

platbooks that they have in possession in which to donate. 

 

The next council meeting will be held on August 18th, 2009 

 

Meeting adjourned by Brian, second by Brittany. 

 

  

                                                                                                           Submitted by Sonja Crotteau, Secretary 

 

 

Barron County 4-H Association Fall Meeting 

The Barron County 4-H 

Association Fall meeting will be 

held on Tuesday, September 8 at 

7:30 pm in the Commons of the 

Barron High School.  

Enrollment packets will be handed 

out.   Information will be provided 

on re-enrollment, charter 

renewal, use of the 4-H clover, 

tax exempt status for clubs, and 

new forms for club secretary 

books. 
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