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June 23rd  

6:00 p.m.  
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W4192 Bristol Road  

Columbus, WI 53925  

(608) 445-2010 
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Care ôN 4 Plants 

Message from Karren Alden  

Columbia County Master Gardener President  

June Care ñN 4 Plants 
 
The Spring rains have helped sprout my seeds, brought forth my 
perennials, hostas, and blooming shrubs.  My Tinkerbelle Lilacs 
are blooming as I type this, better than ever; the weigela 
normally so slow coming to life for me, is already blooming; and 
my peonies are already budding.  This makes me so happy. 
 
During our two week vacation to Washington DC and Virginia 
the end of April, beginning of May, we were witness to the end 
of Spring and beginning of Summer like weather. We hit record 
90 degree days while we were in DC. We missed the cherry 
blossoms, but the dogwoods and azaleas were blooming.  The 
locals were already way ahead of us with their flower beds, with 
blossoms everywhere. 
 
This was our first trip to DC, the various monuments, memorials, 
historic buildings and architecture, and Arlington National 
Cemetery, were awe inspiring.  More than once I was 
overwhelmed with pride for being an American.  Our fore fathers 
who penned the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, 
and the Bill of Rights; the many young men and women who 
gave their lives for our American freedoms.  We also toured the 
homes of Washington, Jefferson, and Madison; saw the naval 
fleet at Norfolk; toured the Civil War sights of Fredericksburg 
and Chancellorsville, walking through the woods the very day of 
the battle, so many years ago. 
 
We also toured the flower and vegetable gardens at Monticello, 
Thomas Jeffersonôs home.  In 1809 the garden terrace was cut 
into the southeastern slope of the mountain side; 2 acres, 1000 
feet long by 80 feet wide.  The placement of this garden terrace 
saved Jefferson from losing his vegetables to frost.  By 1812 the 
vegetable garden was at itôs peak; 24 garden squares, 
separated into roots, leaves, and fruits, of more than 330 
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UW-Extension Columbia County, 120 West Conant Street,  
P.O. Box 567, Portage, WI   53901  

 
Joe Bollman, Master Gardener Coordinator, (608) 742 -9682,  
 Email: joe.bollman@ces.uwex.edu  
Karren Alden Master Gardener President, (608) 742 -9713 ,  
Email: garkarr@yahoo.com 
Website: http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/columbia  

June    19&20     ñThe Art of a Gardenò Self-guided tour 

      of Portage gardens  

June    23  6:00 p.m.  Monthly Meeting; Sassy Cow   

      Creamery, Columbus  

June     26  12:00 noon  Brown Bag: Late Plantings of Cool - 

      and Warmï Season Vegetables  

 

July    10 -11    Poynette Garden and Historic Home 

      tour  event  

July     21     Set up fair booth  

July     22 -26    Columbia County Fair  

July     31  12:00 noon  Brown Bag: Managing Your Garden  

      Bounty  

 

August  25 6:00 p.m.  Monthly Meeting  

August  28 12:00 p.m.  Brown Bag: Perennial Flower Garden: 
      Establishment, Renovation and Care:  

      Columbia County Annex  

 

September  22nd    Monthly Meeting  

September   25th    Brown Bag: Composting: how to Make 

      and Use; Columbia County Annex   

  

Calendar of Upcoming Events  
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Plant a Row  
Master Gardeners are 
encouraged to participate in 
this yearôs Plant a Row for 
the Hungry project.  Sign up 
by contacting the UW-
Extension office in Portage. 
Gardeners will receive a list 
of Columbia County food 
pantries that can accept 
donated produce, and a 
record sheet to keep track of 

donations. At the end of the 
season, each gardener is 
asked to turn in their receipts 
from pantries. 
 
Last year, 4-H, MGV and 
other volunteers donated 
over 1400 pounds of fresh 
fruits and vegetablesðletôs 
see if we can top that this 
year! 
Becky Gutzman 

Upcoming Events  

WIMGA Raffle Tickets Available  
 

You could win a beautiful prize while supporting 

our 2009 Conference. Grand Prize is a large wall 

quilt featuring Wisconsin-grown fruits and 

vegetables. Other prizes include a large potting 

bench, a framed stained glass wall hanging, a 

tractor ñscootò to make getting around your garden 

easier, a solar-powered stained glass lantern, and 

handcrafted natural wreath from our own Paul 

Bergum!  

Tickets are $1 each, or 6 for $5.  

See Becky or any of the committee members to 

get yours. 
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varieties of 70 species; including some brought back from the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition!  Around his garden and the orchard 
below, was a 10 foot high, wooden ñpalingò fence, over 3/4 of a 
mile long.  The fence was meant to keep out domestic animals, 
people and deer.  The boards were said to be placed ñso near 
as not to let even a young hare inò. The garden is structurally 
accurate in itôs recreation and attempts to show the vegetable 
gardening of the19th century.  Today, some of these ñheritage 
seedsò are collected and sent to other historical sights in the 
area.  The garden recreation also attempts to show Jeffersonôs 
experiments in horticulture and landscaping.  Another of 
Jeffersonôs ñinventionsò was the use of a rain collection system 
under the decks of the North and South lower wings of the 
house.  This water was collected from just under the deck, onto 
a ñslanted roofò, which ran toward a rain gutter, and then into a 
cistern at each wing.  What I really liked about this particular 
tour, even though we had a tour guide, all the flowers and 
vegetables were labeled.  This is truly one of the most historic 
and memorable vacations weôve had.  Everyone should 
experience such a walk through our American roots. 
 
See you in June at Sassy Cow and July at the Fair. 
Have a great Summer, Care ñN 4 Plants! 
 
Karren Alden,  
President Columbia Co. Master Gardeners Association. 
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You need to turn in your reporting form by October 1st to Joe 

Bollman at the Extension office. These reports are very important to 
state program leaders as they tell the story of how UW-Extension 

benefits local communities. Be sure to keep a copy of your 
timesheet for your records.  

 
You can find the reports on the UW-Extension web-site at: 

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/columbia/ag/MasterGardener.html 
Click on the 2009 Volunteer & Continuing Education Hours Form 

 
 
Becky Gutzman will write a report for the state accomplishment 
report using the data you submit. This yearôs theme of the report is 
Enabling Gardens, so be sure to highlight any work you have done 
related to this topic. 

Volunteer Hours  

The ñMoving Micro Gardenò was a great hit to the third grade 
students at Rusch Elementary School. On April 16

th
 Master 

Gardeners helped the kidôs plant rows of ñgreensò with the promise 
that in just four weeks they would be able to eat their homework. 
 
A huge thank you goes out to Jean and Bill Damm for the all work 
they put into building the micro garden.  Also thanks to all the 
volunteers;  Julia Jiannacopoulos, Kerri Frisch, Jean Damm and 
Sue Bradley who taught and assisted students planting the micro 
green gardens back in April. 
 
Over the past month the micro garden rolled into four different class 

rooms as each class took turns caring for the garden.  Students 

monitored the growth of the seedlings in anticipation to the day they 

could harvest their crop.  On May 29
th
 Master Gardeners returned 

to help harvest and prepare salads for each student.  The project 

was such a success that teachers have asked that the MGôs return 

again next year. 

Master Gardeners Help Kids Eat 
Their Homework  
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2009 Columbia County Fair 

Tuesday, July 21, 6 pm  - Set 

up booth, select Gardenerõs Choice 

Award from youth exhibits  

All Master Gardener members  

are welcomed to attend!  

Wednesday, July 22, 5 - 8 pm 
- Staff Booth  

1. Sue Bradley  

2. Karren Alden  

3.  

4.  

Wednesday, July 22,  1 pm - 

Select Gardenerõs Choice Award 

from open class exhibits  

1. Ardyce Piehl  

2. Vicki Stewart  

3.  

Thursday, July 23, 5 - 8 pm - 

Staff Booth  

1. Karren Alden  

2.  

3.  

4.  

Friday, July 24, 3 - 8 pm - Staff 

Booth  

1. Ardyce Piehl (3 -5) 

2. Paul Bergum 

3. Mike Koch (6 -8) 

4.  

Saturday, July 25,  3 - 8 pm - 

Staff Booth  

1. Becky Gutzman (6 -8) 

2. Jean & Bill Damm (3 -8) 

3. Terry & Rita Socha (3 -8) 

4.  

Sunday, July 26, 2 pm - Present 

Gardenerõs Choice Awards at Parade 

of Champions 

1. Tammy Smith  

2.  

Sunday, July 26, 3 - 8 pm - 

Staff booth; Take down display & 

booth  

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  
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Columbia County Fair 
Schedule of Events 
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Volunteering at the Conference  
 
Please sign up to volunteer at the WIMGA conference this fall! 
More detailed job descriptions will be out later, and there may be 
more jobs as we get closer, but hereôs a starting list: 
 
____ Help make centerpieces prior to conference 
____ Help stuff folders prior to conference 
____ Meet speakers and escort to breakout sessions 
____ Introduce speakers, facilitate breakout sessions 
____ Assist in vendor or silent auction area 
____Help wherever needed 
 
 
 
Name: _______________________________________ 
 
Phone number:________________________________ 
 
Email address:_________________________________ 
 

Send to Becky Gutzman (mail or email) 

UW-Extension, PO Box 567, Portage, WI 53901 

(608) 742-9693 

rebecca.gutzman@ces.uwex.edu 


