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May 2009  

May 2009  

Volume 11 , Issue 5 2009 Officers:  

Karren Alden, President  

Mike Koch, Vice President  

Jane Considine, Secretary  

Mae Seib, Treasurer  

Kerri Frisch, Reporter  

May Meeting:  

Tuesday May 19th or Thursday  

May 21st 6:00 p.m.  

4- H Planting Parties at Linkõs  

Master Gardenerõs are needed to 

help 4 - Herõs select plants and put together 

pots for the fair.  

 

 
Just a reminder that Sarah will be going on maternity leave in 

June.  The next Master Gardener newsletter will be for 

June/July/August.   

Please have your articles into Sarah by June 2nd.  If you have 

any questions, please call Sarah at (608) 742 - 9688.  
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Care ôN 4 Plants 

Message from Karren Alden  

Columbia County Master Gardener President  

I can tell weôve all been thinking Spring.  Finally, weôve turned the 
corner from Winter to Spring.  I was a little discouraged on the morning 
of Tuesday, April 21, when Gary and I were having breakfast and the 
snow flurries were coming down.  Becky had just told me on Saturday, 
when we were setting up for our Gardening 101-Field Day Event, that 
her friend said there was one more snowfall left. 
 
April was a busy month for us: 
 
-Our 2

nd
 Annual Earth Week Event, co-sponsored this year with 

Sustain Columbia, seemed to be quite successful.  We got quite a few 
compliments and people really seemed to appreciate the various 
aspects of our presentations.  Thanks to everyone who participated in 
this event, not only the presenters but the many Master Gardeners 
who came to answer participant questions.  Also, we are fortunate to 
have wonderful area businesses who provided us with donations and 
door prizes; Linkôs Greenhouse & Floral, Haase-Stewart Landscaping, 
Edgewater Home & Garden, and Seed Savers-Hermanôs Garden.  
Please patronize these businesses when you can and thank them for 
their participation in the MG events. 
 
-This wasnôt the only event getting some press in April.  The MGs and 
the Moving Micro Garden were at Rusch School in Portage, teaching 
the elementary kids about growing and eating, healthy nutritious foods. 
Thanks to Julia, Kerri, Sue and Jean for piquing our childrenôs interest 
in gardening vegetables. 
 
-April also brought us our first MG Scholarship applications.  We had 
five applications.  One did not qualify because although it was a 
Columbia County school, the applicant did not live in Columbia County.  
At this time, I donôt know the results, as not all of the Officers have 
reviewed the applications and made a decision yet. 
 
-We also committed to buying and selling 18 compost bins.  They 
should be here by the time you read this. Thanks to Becky for her 
expertise and connections with Kathy Powell of Portage County, 
Penny at Sauk County Land Conservation for helping us out, Bill 
Casey of Recycling for storage space, and new MG Michele for 
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UW-Extension Columbia County, 120 West Conant Street,  
P.O. Box 567, Portage, WI   53901  

 
Joe Bollman, Master Gardener Coordinator, (608) 742 -9682,  
 Email: joe.bollman@ces.uwex.edu  
Karren Alden Master Gardener President, (608) 742 -9713 ,  
Email: garkarr@yahoo.com 
Website: http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/columbia  

May    19 & 21 6:00 p.m.  Linkôs Greenhouse: 4-H Planter  

      Project  

May    26  6:00  p.m.  Monthly Meeting  

May    29       12:00 noon  Brown Bag: Managing Vegetable Vine 

      Crops for Better Production  

 

June    23  6:00 p.m.  Monthly Meeting at Sassy Cow   

      Creamery, Columbus  

June     26  12:00 noon  Brown Bag: Late Plantings of Cool - 

      and Warmï Season Vegetables  

 

July    10 -11    Poynette Garden and Historic Home 

      tour  event  

July     21     Set up fair booth  

July     22 -26    Columbia County Fair  

July     31  12:00 noon  Brown Bag: Managing Your Garden  

      Bounty  

Calendar of Upcoming Events  
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4-H Planting Parties at Link's 
  
Master Gardeners are once 
again helping 4-H members 
assemble planters for 
decorating the Columbia 
County Fairgrounds. 4-H 
members have been invited to 
attend either Tuesday, May 
19th or Thursday, May 21st. 
Both nights begin at 6:00 p.m. 
at Link's Greenhouse, north of 
Portage. 

 MG members are needed to 
help members choose plants, 
and teach them about planting 
depth, etc. Bill Link will be 
providing the materials (plants 
and potting mix) while clubs 
will bring the containers they 
used last year. This has been 
a great project that helps youth 
learn, helps MGs gain 
community service, and 
benefits the fair with beautiful 
flowers.  

Plant a Row  
Master Gardeners are 
encouraged to participate in 
this yearôs Plant a Row for 
the Hungry project.  Sign up 
by contacting the UW-
Extension office in Portage. 
Gardeners will receive a list 
of Columbia County food 
pantries that can accept 
donated produce, and a 
record sheet to keep track of 

donations. At the end of the 
season, each gardener is 
asked to turn in their receipts 
from pantries. 
 
Last year, 4-H, MGV and 
other volunteers donated 
over 1400 pounds of fresh 
fruits and vegetablesðletôs 
see if we can top that this 
year! 
 

Upcoming Events  

The Portage Center for the Arts is having a garden tour on 
June 19 and 20th and Pauquette Park is on the tour. Help is 
needed to prepare the Master Gardener area which is by the 
water fall.  
Any questions contact Carol Ziehmke, (608) 429-2676.  
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helping with pick-up and transportation of our bins.  We have 
established our contacts and will be in on the ground floor to make a 
successful fund raiser out of this for next year (Sauk sold over 300 
bins) with delivery at the end of April 2010. 
 
See you at Linkôs with the 4-H kids on May 19 & 21!  It may be a little 
difficult getting there if CX is still closed.  You can take F off of 33 East 
out of Portage to CM East to N9925 Link Rd. 
 
Good gardening, 
Karren (Care óN 4 Plants) Alden 
President, Columbia County Master Gardeners 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Poynette Area Gardening Association 
2009 Historic Home and Garden Tour/Arts & 

Crafts Fair  
 

Tour:  Friday, July 10
th
, 4:00PM-8:00PM 

Saturday, July 11
th
, 9:00AM-4:00PM 
 

Arts & Crafts Fair: Saturday, July 11
th
, 9:00AM-4:00PM 

 
Portion of the proceeds goes to support the 

Friends of the Library and Friends of the Fine Arts 
 

     Lunch  provided by the VFW/American Legion 11:00Am-2:00PM 
 

Lunchtime music provided by members of the bluegrass bands Moldy 
Jam and Gray Cats  

 
Featuring 7 gardens, 3 historic homes and 4 educational programs 

 
Tickets for sale at the Poynette Library- $7.00 

Questions - call  
Randy Krause                                                  Sue Jones 
Phone: 635-7160                                   Phone: 635-4490 
   Email: rkrause@northwoodscheese.com             
          sue_z_jones@yahoo.com  

mailto:rkrause@northwoodscheese.com
mailto:sue_z_jones@yahoo.com
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Volunteering at the Conference  
 
Please sign up to volunteer at the WIMGA conference this 
fall! More detailed job descriptions will be out later, and 
there may be more jobs as we get closer, but hereôs a start-
ing list: 
 
____ Help make centerpieces prior to conference 
____ Help stuff folders prior to conference 
____ Meet speakers and escort to breakout sessions 
____ Introduce speakers, facilitate breakout sessions 
____ Assist in vendor or silent auction area 
____Help wherever needed 
 
 
 
Name: _______________________________________ 
 
Phone number:________________________________ 
 
Email address:_________________________________ 
 

Send to Becky Gutzman (mail or email) 

UW-Extension, PO Box 567, Portage, WI 53901 

(608) 742-9693 

rebecca.gutzman@ces.uwex.edu 
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2009 Columbia County Fair 

Tuesday, July 21, 6 pm  - Set 

up booth, select Gardenerõs Choice 

Award from youth exhibits  

All Master Gardener members  

are welcomed to attend!  

Wednesday, July 22, 5 - 8 pm 
- Staff Booth  

1. Sue Bradley  

2. Karren Alden  

3.  

4.  

Wednesday, July 22,  1 pm - 

Select Gardenerõs Choice Award 

from open class exhibits  

1. Ardyce Piehl  

2. Vicki Stewart  

3.  

Thursday, July 23, 5 - 8 pm - 

Staff Booth  

1. Karren Alden  

2.  

3.  

4.  

Friday, July 24, 3 - 8 pm - Staff 

Booth  

1. Ardyce Piehl (3 -5) 

2. Paul Bergum 

3. Mike Koch (6 -8) 

4.  

Saturday, July 25,  3 - 8 pm - 

Staff Booth  

1. Becky Gutzman (6 -8) 

2.  

3.  

4.  

Sunday, July 26, 2 pm - Present 

Gardenerõs Choice Awards at Parade 

of Champions 

1.  

2.  

Sunday, July 26, 3 - 8 pm - 

Staff booth; Take down display & 

booth  

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  
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Columbia County Fair 
Schedule of Events 
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The Portage Center for the Arts announces "The Art of a Garden" a 
self-guided tour of Portage gardens which will be held on June 19 and 
20, 2009.  In conjunction with the garden tour the Drury Gallery will 
host the exhibit "Paintings that Bloom".  The Drury Gallery will be 
transformed into a fantasy land for flower lovers with paintings and the 
floral arrangements they inspire.  Tickets will be available at the 
Center on June 3, 2009 

 

Area artists who would like to be included in this exhibit are invited to 
send (photographs will not be returned) or email a photograph of their 
original painting along with its size to the Center by May 22, 2009.  
The work does not need to be flower or garden related.   A selection 
of the paintings will be chosen by the PCA Garden Tour committee. 

 

Professional and talented amateur floral designers are invited to 
choose one of the selected paintings to be the inspiration for a floral 
piece that will be on exhibit with the painting for this exhibit.  All those 
interested in creating a floral piece are asked to call or email the 
Center for more information. 

 

Portage Center for the Arts 

301 E. Cook Street 

P. O. Box 866 

Portage, WI 53901 

(608) 742-5655 

Portagecenterforthearts@verizon.net 

Portage Center for the Art  

mailto:Portagecenterforthearts@verizon.net
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Columbia County Master Gardener Association 

Minutes of April 28, 2009 Meeting 
Arlington Research Farm, Headquarters Building 

 
Meeting was called to order by Vice-President  Mike Koch. Those attending 
were: Mike and Patty Koch, William and Jean Damm, Donna McElroy, Paul 
Bergum, , Jeff and Jane Breuer,  Ann Bisping, Terry Socha, Rita Socha, Lynn 
Groeschel, Steve Kaczecka, Betty Priske, Sue Bradley, Doug Klapper, Anna 
Krause, Jane Considine and guest Fran Paul (Trees of Portage).  Prior to the 
meeting we enjoyed a pot luck supper with many delicious items. 
Motion approved to receive the secretaryôs report of March meeting. Mike 
reported that the executive committee was in the process of reviewing the five 
applications for CCMGA scholarship. 
 

Old Business: 
Sue Bradley gave report on the successful April 18 Field Day for 
1

st
 time gardeners (or those who wanted a brush-up), and Jane 

Considine mentioned that there was some discussion about a 
follow-up event in late summer or early fall, with possibility of 
including a pot-luck so gardeners can share their harvest.   
William and Jean Damm reported on the microform project, which 
was very successful with students interested and engaged in the 
demonstration. 
 

New Business:  
 Betty Priske reported that the Columbia County fair book is out, 

entries due by June 20. She said that help is needed cleaning out 
the building at the fairgrounds a week before the fair. Volunteers 
are also needed to set up the display on Saturday and/or Sunday. 
The theme this year is ñCruising to the Fair.ò  Mike said he would 
check on the availability of an existing display that we may be 
able to borrow and modify. 

 
The meeting adjourned and Lynn Groeschel instructed us on potting woody 
cuttings that were provided by several members.  The hands-on session was 
very informative and members left the meeting with many cuttings, and 
instructions of their care for successful root development 
and eventual transplant. 
 
Submitted by 
 
 
Jane Considine 
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Micro Garden Project  


