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Welcome to the 2008 Flood Response Newsletter 

UW-Extension Ag and CNRED agents from Sauk, Columbia, Jefferson 
and Dane County have teamed up to provide producers in southern 
Wisconsin a brief reference material in regards to flooding. Articles 
within this newsletter will talk about nitrogen losses, expected direct 
crop losses, crop insurance issues, reporting of losses, using damaged 
crops and livestock implications just to name a few. We realize each of 
you has been dramatically impacted by these events both on a business 
aspect and also on a personal aspect. As you go forward during the 
summer, do not hesitate to call your local county agent for assistance 
and guidance. We have all been involved in reporting initial damage 
assessment numbers, but will need your help making sure we have 
accurate numbers for USDA assessments. 
Sincerely, 
 
David Fischer, Dane County  
David.fischer@ces.uwex.edu or (608) 224-3716 

Denise Brusveen, Sauk County  
Denise.brusveen@ces.uwex.edu or (608) 355 -3250 

Joe Bollman, Jefferson County  
Joe.bollman@ces.uwex.edu or (920) 674-7295 

Randy Zogbaum, Columbia County  
Randall.zogbaum@ces.uwex.edu or (608) 742-9680 

Internet Options 
 

For those producers with internet availability, most counties have a list of 
flood recovery resources on their sites. In addition, more in -depth  

discussions of the included issues can be found at 
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/ag/issues/extensionresponds -flood.html  
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Reporting Ag Losses 
David Fischer, Dane County UWEX Crops & Soils Agent 

 
Losses producers experience from this monthôs record flooding are going to be both direct and indirect. It 
is easier to evaluate direct losses and come up with a number. All farmers need to report flooded and lost 
acreage to their respective FSA Office. Each county office may be handling these calls slightly differently 
so call your office to see how they want you to report numbers. Indirect losses could include all of the 
following - reduced corn yields due to N losses, wheat scab due to inability to apply preventative 
treatment, lost yield from extended weed competition, reduced quality of first -crop alfalfa, and possibly 
others. Unfortunately, determining the final losses will take all year, but it is very important that they are 
reported after harvest. These losses may very well be the difference in qualifying for USDA crop disaster 
dollars and not. In addition to crop losses, also report livestock, structural and stored feed losses. The 
Wisconsin Farm Center at DATCP may also have resources available and can be reached at 1-800-942-
2474. If flooding affected your residence, FEMA and your local townships should be contacted if you live 
in a federally declared county. 
 
If you are unsure of what to do, feel free to contact your local FSA and UWEX offices.  

Conservation Structure Repairs 
David Fischer, Dane County UWEX Crops & Soils Agent 

 
While it appears many conservation structures have weathered the storm, we know that 
several have received damage. Report damaged structures to your local FSA Office as soon as 
possible. Some dollars may be available for the repair of existing structures such as dams, 
waterways and diversions. These dollars are not to be used to install new structures or repair 
gulleys that did not occur in a structure.  



Recommendations for Private Wells Inundated by Flooding 
Jenny Erickson, Sauk County UWEX Community Development Agent 

Jennifer.erickson@ces.uwex.edu or (608) 355-3250 

If you live in an area that was recently or is currently flooded, your private well may be in danger of 
contamination from pollutants carried in floodwaters.  Bacteria, chemicals and other contaminants 
contained in floodwaters can enter the top of your well, seep down its casing, or migrate 
underground to your well via a neighborôs flooded out well. Such contamination can make your water 
unsafe for drinking, cooking and preparing food.  Even if your well was not flooded, a sudden 
change in taste, color or odor indicates a possible pathway for bacterial contamination and should be 
investigated by having a bacteria test performed on your water supply to ensure that it is safe.  
 
Stop Using Your Water and Switch to a Safe Water Source  
If you suspect your drinking water is contaminated, immediately stop drinking it or using it for 
cooking and preparing food. Switch to a known safe source such as a community water supply or 
buy bottled water. If you can't find a convenient source of safe water, boil your well water for one 
minute at a rolling boil before using it.  
 
Get Your Drinking Water Tested  
Before using your well again, have the water tested for total coli form bacteria by a certified 
laboratory.  
  
1 If your well was covered with flood water you may be eligible for a free test. Contact your county 

Public Health Department for more information.  
2 For a list of certified laboratories visit: http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/dwg/PrivateLabs.pdf  or 

contact your county  
UW-Extension office.  

  
Itôs very important to make sure you follow the sampling directions. In fact, well owners frequently 
get false positives because they do not properly collect the sample or get it to the laboratory within 
the 48 hours required for an accurate test.  
 
Have Your Well and Plumbing Disinfected  
If the water sample is found "present" for coli form bacteria, your water is considered unsafe.  Your 
well and the entire plumbing system should be disinfected. This procedure is best done by a licensed 
well driller or pump installer with the expertise and equipment.  For more information:  
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/dwg/flood.htm  
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Cattle Concerns as a Result of the Recent Flooding 
Denise Brusveen, Sauk County UW-Extension Agriculture Agent 

 

While crop damages are the most immediately apparent result of the recent flooding, we need to be 
concerned about what this means for animals as well. Three areas to focus on are developing a quality 
vaccination program if one is not already present, maintaining good udder preparation practices, and 
being aware of what cows are eating.  
 
Wet pastures and bedding, mud, and warm temperatures are an excellent breeding ground for 
environmental mastitis pathogens such as coli form bacteria and streptococci. The key to dealing with 
this wet environment is prevention.   
 
A solid J5 vaccination program on your farm is key. If you have not typically vaccinated your cattle for 
coli form mastitis, now is the time to start.  For those of you that already have a program in place, you 
may want to consider booster shots in your herd. Your local veterinarian can help you make this decision.   
 
Proper udder preparation before milking will go a long way in helping to prevent mastitis as well.  You 
should also consider using an iodine-based barrier teat dip post-milking, especially if cows are having to 
walk through mud or until bedding dries out. You also need to remove wet bedding as frequently as 
possible and replace it with dry bedding. 
 
Flies reproduce and thrive in moist environments.  Not only can they spread mastitis from one cow to the 
next, they can also spread other infectious diseases. Diseases such as pneumonia, foot rot, and 
leptospirosis are the most common result of cattle being confined to wet areas, especially when flies are 
abundant. Thus, it is critical that you keep bedding dry, alleys clean, and clean up feed spills as quickly as 
possible. 
 
A concern of pastured cattle is the potential for clostridia bacterial infections. These bacteria are present 
when soil has been disturbed, as it has been by the recent flooding. They cause diseases such as 
Blackleg, Malignant Edema, and Tetanus. For that reason, veterinarians recommend vaccinating pastured 
cattle with a 7 way clostridia vaccine.  
  
Harvested crops could also carry diseases. Botulism could be an issue if dead animals of any species are 
accidentally harvested and fed to cattle. If you suspect botulism, you should contact your vet 
immediately. It is also possible that you could harvest crops from contaminated fields that contain the 
bacteria that causes Johnes disease. This is not as big of an issue for adult cattle as it is for young stock.  
 
This flood has not been easy on anybody, especially those of you who are trying to raise healthy cattle. 
Focus on providing a clean environment for them and pay close attention to what you are feeding them, 
whether it be pasture or harvested crops.   
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How to Work with Your Agent and Insurance Company When Filing Claims  

Paul D. Mitchell, Agricultural and Applied Economics, UW Madison/Extension  
(608) 265 -6514, pdmitchell@wisc.edu, http://www.aae.wisc.edu/mitchell/extension.htm  

 
The demand for crop insurance claim adjustment will be significant this month across several 
states in the Midwest. Time is crucial, as potential crop yields decrease each day for late planted 
or replanted crops. As a result, farmers will want rapid and accurate loss adjustment and to  
move on to replanting or converting insured acres to other crop uses as soon as possible. To 
continue insurance coverage as purchased, policy rules must be followed, but farmers can help 
speed the process along and this note provides some practical recommendations for doing so. 
 
The first thing a farmer should do is contact his or her crop insurance agent and start the loss  
claim process. The sooner a farmer gets into the queue, the sooner replant or alternative use  
decisions can be implemented. Next, the farmer should stay in regular contact with the agent and  
regularly follow up to make sure the claim does not "fall through the cracks." The agent may  
need to keep reminding the company of the need for adjustment on the farmerôs behalf, as it is 
the company that sends the loss adjusters to visit the farm. The agent cannot be present or  
involved directly in the loss adjustment process, other than filing the necessary forms with the  
insurance company. Also, the farmer should check with the insurance agent to ensure that the  
file is as complete as the farmer can make it before the adjuster begins to process the claim.  
Delays can happen if the adjuster needs additional forms or other paperwork. This can be 
especially frustrating if the farmer could easily have had the information ready if he or she knew  
it was needed. This may entail requesting paperwork from the county FSA office. 
 
Once the loss adjuster has completed the adjustment process, the farmer can implement planting,  
replanting, or alternative crop use decisions on the acres. The farmer has several options and 
may want to have these clarified with the agent before the loss adjustment occurs so that once the  
process is completed, a decision can be implemented as soon as possible. For some choices, the 
farmer may have to receive permission from the crop insurance company before they are 
implementedðhaving this clarified beforehand and possibly having the paperwork completed or 
even the request on file may be possible. In all cases, the farmer should make sure the loss 
adjuster has completed the loss adjustment process. 
 
Finally, the farmer should be ready to certify planting dates for all acres ðthat is, on which  
specific date each specific acre was planted. For late planted acres, this will be important for 
establishing unit guarantees and losses. Having clear and accurate records of which acres were 
planted when will be very useful and speed the process along. 
 
Given the large demand for loss adjustment this spring, it is possible that different companies  
may have different levels of timeliness for claim adjustment. In the end, a farmer must wait for  
the agent, the adjuster, and the insurance company, or risk losing coverage. Asking neighbors 
and friends about their experiences with other agents and companies will help farmers assess the 
quality of their agents and their companies and can help them make informed decisions about  
which agents and companies provide good service. 
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Corn and Soybean Production -  What Can We Do?  
Joe Bollman ï Jefferson Co Crops and Soils Agent  

 
Rainfall totals in Southern Wisconsin in the past two weeks have exceeded 10 inches in many places. The 
crop production losses as a result of this rainfall will be in the hundreds of millions of dollars. University of 
Wisconsin-Extension agriculture agents have collaborated efforts to provide information on a broad spectrum 
of issues with respect to the current flooding situation.  
 
There may not have been a worse time for a flood to occur in terms of crop production. Unlike the flooding 
that many areas had in August of 2007, the crops are not big enough to survive heavy rainfalls. Cool spring 
temperatures along with delayed planting from excess moisture led to corn being at least 3 growth stages 
behind and soybeans just emerging from the ground at the time of flooding. So there are two main 
questions that are being asked. Of the acreage that remains, what potential management issue are we going 
to have? The second question is: what can I do now with the land that was lost to the flood?  
 
To answer the second question, we first must address what we can expect to survive. Both corn and 
soybeans could survive saturated soils for 48-96 hours. The actual time frame depends on air temperature, 
humidity, cloud cover, soil moisture conditions prior to flooding, and rate of soil drainage. By the time you 
receive this article, you should have a good estimate of the cropland that will not survive. Yield reductions 
can be expected in areas that were saturated even if the crop was not killed. For further discussion on corn 
and soybeans, we will separate the production land into 2 parts: the first is the cropland that has not been 
lost to the floods and the second part is the land that is lost to flooding.  
 
Crops Still Growing  
Issues to be concerned about throughout the growing season:  
 
1. Nitrogen- N losses in corn production have been addressed in other articles in this newsletter.  
2. Disease- Corn : The common seedling diseases that could occur: Pythium spp., Rhizoctonia spp., Fusarium 
spp., Penicillium spp., and Trichoderma spp.  Typically, these all occur under more cool and wet soil 
conditions, especially when seed sits in the ground.  So, we might have been set up more for problems this 
spring given all the conditions.   
Soybeans:  Phytophthora becomes the main issue, but we may still have effects of Pythium, since we were 
cool and wet early in the production season. 
If you have questions about plant diseases, contact your county extension agent or submit a sample to the 
Plant Disease Diagnostic Clinic. 
3. Lodging- Expect to see more lodging in the corn fields this fall when harvesting. With plentiful rain early in 
the growing season, corn roots will not go deeper into the soil profile in search of water. Thus, late summer 
winds have the potential of producing significant lodging.  
4. Herbicides-Postemergence herbicide applications in corn will be delayed later than desired. Make sure to 
check herbicide label in reference to the maximum growth stage or crop height that an application can be 
made.  
 
Cropland Lost to Floods . 
There are several options to consider with the cropland that was destroyed in the floods.  
1. Corn can be planted for grain until June 10 in southern Wisconsin. Risk has increased from earlier planting 
dates and will continue to increase every day. We will likely not have enough growing degree days to justify 
planting corn for grain. Thus, this option is not viable and is not recommended. 
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2. Of corn for grain or soybeans, the only viable option for planting after June 10 is soybeans. However the 
window for soybean planting only lasts until the last week of June. If you are considering planting soybeans 
into a field that was corn, consult herbicide labels if an application has been made. Any product that contains 
atrazine will not allow soybeans to be planted this growing season.  
3. If you are in need of forage production, corn for silage can be planted until June 24. At that point, the 
objective of growers needs to change from planting crops for grain and silage production to emergency dry 
matter production.  
4. Emergency forage production will have its limitations as well. Corn for silage is likely to produce the most 
tonnage with a July 1 planting, however soybeans for silage and alfalfa are most likely to produce the best 
quality forage. Consult your local extension agent for the best emergency forage for your operation. Growers 
will need to remember if herbicide applications were made into these fields that will prevent growth of some 
emergency forages. Consult page 220 of UWEX publication A3646 Pest Management in Wisconsin Field Crops 
for a complete list of rotational restrictions. One interesting forage to consider due to todayôs market prices is 
soybeans. If we plant soybeans on July 1, we can expect a 20-25 bu/a yield. However, that could change 
based on the planting date and the weather the rest of the year. If the rest of the year is cool, we can 
harvest the soybeans for silage. If the rest of the season is above average for growing conditions, we could 
harvest 25-30 bu/a soybeans and sell them at a very good price and buy forage with the profit. As you can 
see, there is no magic bullet for the emergency forage issue. 
5. The last option would be to fallow the land and control the weeds throughout the rest of the growing 
season. You could also consider a legume cover crop such as red clover to keep the weeds down and gain 
nitrogen credits for next year.  

 

Page 7 2008 Ag Flood Response Newsletter 

Flooding and Winter Wheat 
David Fischer, Dane County UWEX Crops & Soils Agent 

 

The recent flooding has resulted in many direct impacts on profitability and yield. Winter wheat is a 
crop that may or may not result in dramatic losses. Once every five to eight years Fusarium Head 
Blight also known as head scab or wheat scab becomes a disease of concern in southern Wisconsin. 
Researchers at Penn State, Ohio State, Kansas State, Purdue, North Dakota State and South Dakota 
State Universities have a model they have created that can predict the potential for disease 
throughout the upper Midwest. Head scab will infect wheat during anthesis or flowering and must be 
treated prior to this point to protect the plant. As producers may be aware during the time of 
flooding, winter wheat in Wisconsin was at this critical stage of growth. The prediction model also 
predicted that many parts of southern Wisconsin were at a moderate to high risk of disease 
development. Producers need to watch fields closely for the next two to three weeks to determine if 
scab has developed and document the severity and financial losses. To determine if your wheat has 
been infected with scab, look for white or tan wheat heads while the remainder of the field is green. 
While these losses will not be directly related to flooding or excessive rainfall, growers were unable 
to treat at optimum time because of excessive rainfall allowing a loss to occur that could have been 
prevented. The last time scab occurred in Wisconsin, some fields were so heavily infested, the wheat 
ended up being considered a total loss. Fields with lower levels of infection may be marketable, but 
with significant deductions due to the presence of scab. Make sure to have your grain elevator 
specifically note any dockage or rejection or load tickets due to wheat scab. While this does not 
insure a disaster declaration for wheat, it will provide evidence of the loss.  



 
Potential for Nitrogen Loss from Heavy Rainfalls  

By Carrie Laboski, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Extension Soil Scientist 
Modified by Randy Zogbaum, Columbia County UWEX Agriculture Educator 

 

Rainfall totals during early June in the southern half of Wisconsin ranged from 3 to 12 plus inches. Many 
soils are saturated and some fields have had or still have standing water in all or part of the field. The 
million dollar question is: How much nitrogen (N) loss should I expect from denitrification or leaching 
and what should I do about it?   
 
It is important to keep in mind that nitrate must be present for denitrification to occur. Denitrification 
increases with both increasing soil temperature and number of days that the soil is saturated. Nitrate 
losses may be around 50%, if the soil temperature is around 70°F and the soil is saturated for five days. 
Current soil temperatures vary throughout the state but have been in the 65 to 75°F range at many 
locations over the past few days. Thus, there is the possibility for significant N loss if soils remain 
saturated.  
 
Nitrogen losses will also depend on the form of N that was applied and the time between application and 
saturated soil conditions.  Conversion of ammonium based fertilizers to nitrate takes 1 to 2 weeks. Urea 
must first be hydrolyzed to ammonium before it is converted to nitrate.  Urea is highly water soluble. If a 
leaching rainfall occurred before urea had time to hydrolyze (2 to 4 days), then urea may have leached. 
If there were more than 4 days between urea application and the leaching rainfall, then it is likely that 
all of the N would have converted to ammonium and remains within the root zone. If a urease inhibitor 
was used with urea, then the length of time that it takes for urea to convert to ammonium may be 
extended 10 to 14 days depending upon the rate of inhibitor used.  Injection of anhydrous ammonia 
increases the soil pH for several weeks, which in turn limits the amount of ammonium that is converted 
to nitrate (3 to 8 weeks). If a nitrification inhibitor was used, it will also extend the time it takes for 
ammonium to convert to nitrate. If all or most of your N for corn is coming from an organic N source 
(manure and/or forage legume), there will be lower denitrification losses because most of the N will not 
have been mineralized and converted to nitrate.  
 
It is difficult to accurately assess the potential for N deficiency in corn, because of the many factors 
influencing N loss. With high N fertilizer prices, deciding if and how much supplemental N to apply is also 
challenging. Keep in mind that the greatest yield increase comes from the first 50 lb N/a applied to the 
crop. If you are uncertain how much N may have been lost and the corn is clearly deficient in N, then 
application of 50 lb N/a should result in profitable yield increases. Where the entire crop N requirement 
has not yet been applied, sidedress or other postemergence applications should contain the balance of 
the crop N requirement plus 25 to 50% of the fertilizer N that was already applied.  
 
Some options for applying supplemental N include traditional sidedressing with anhydrous ammonia or 
with N solutions. Nitrogen solutions can also be applied as a surface band or as a broadcast spray over 
the growing crop. Dry N fertilizers can also be broadcast applied to the crop. Leaf burning from solution 
or dry broadcast applications should be expected. Appling the dry materials when foliage is dry will help 
minimize burning. Broadcast N rates should be limited to 90 lb N/a for corn with 4 to 5 leaves and to 60 
lb N/a for corn at the 8 -leaf stage. Under N deficient conditions, corn will respond to supplemental N 
applications through the tassel stage of development.   

 
A more detailed explanation of nitrogen losses and methods for estimating the N status of a field are 
available from local county Extension offices. 
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Late and Prevented Planting Coverage and Replant Provisions  
Paul D. Mitchell, Agricultural and Applied Economics, UW Madison/Extension 

 

Farmers with crop insurance may trigger late or prevented planting coverage or may use replant provi-
sions. This bulletin briefly describes late and prevented planting provisions for these federally endorsed 
policies with APH or CRC coverage above catastrophic coverage (not for private supplemental policies). 
In all examples listed, remember to contact your crop insurance agent if you have questions.  
Key Dates -  The final planting dates in Wisconsin are May 31 for corn for grain, June 5 for corn for si-
lage, June 10 for soybeans in the northern 2/3 of the state and June 15 for the southern 1/3 of the 
state. If a farmer plants insured acreage after these dates, the farmer must notify the crop insurance 
agent, even if the farmer has elected not to have late and prevented planting coverage. The late or pre-
vented planting area must exceed 20 acres or 20% of the unitôs acreage to qualify. 
Late Planting -  Once late or prevented planting is triggered, farmers have different options, which 
should be discussed with your crop insurance agent. The crop can be planted late and the unitôs yield 
guarantee reduced, a different crop can be planted (possibly with (reduced) insurance coverage), or the 
land can be left fallow and an indemnity received for prevented planting. Farmers prevented from plant-
ing in a timely manner should consult with their crop insurance agent to understand their options and 
associated restrictions and implications, otherwise they may not claim indemnities they are due or inad-
vertently forfeit insurance coverage. Crop policies with late planting provisions allow planting the crop 
after the final planting date, but the unitôs yield guarantee is reduced.  
Late Planting Example -  A 200 acre unit of corn for grain has an APH yield guarantee of 150 bu/ac x 
200 ac = 30,000 bu. 100 acres are planted before the final planting date of May 31, but 100 acres are 
planted June 6, 6 days after the final planting date. The APH corn yield guarantee for these 100 acres is 
reduced 6% (1 % for each day) to 141 bu/ac, so that the new APH corn yield guarantee for the unit is 
150 bu/ac x 100 ac + 141 bu/ac x 100 ac = 29,100 bu. If instead the corn was not planted until June 26 
(after the late planting period ended), the APH yield guarantee for these 100 acres is reduced to 90 
bu/ac (60% of their regular contribution), so that the new APH yield guarantee for the unit is 150 bu/ac 
x 100 ac + 90 bu/ac x 100 ac = 24,000 bu. Alternatively, if the farmer planted the 100 acres to soy-
beans by June 6, no yield guarantee adjustment for late planting would apply.  
Prevented Planting -  A farmer prevented from planting acreage to the insured crop can choose to 
plant a different crop (possibly with insurance coverage), or not plant any crop. For example, a farmer 
prevented from planting corn may elect to plant soybeans instead, and, if APH soybean coverage had 
been purchased, could receive insurance coverage for these soybean acres (with reduced coverage for 
late planting if applicable). Alternatively, a farmer can leave the land fallow and receive a prevented plant-

ing indemnity equal to 60% of their APH yield guarantee (more if higher prevented planting coverage is 
elected). Farmers leaving land fallow should communicate with  their crop insurance agent concerning 
allowable activities on this fallow land. For example, grazing or haying a volunteer or cover crop prior to 
November 1 constitutes a second crop and reduces prevented planting indemnities.  Finally, remember 
that leaving land fallow due to prevented planting will lower your APH yield guarantee for later years.  
Replant Provisions -  If a crop stand is damaged early in the season so that the projected yield is less 
than 90% of the APH yield guarantee, a farmer can receive an indemnity for part of the actual cost of 
replanting. The affected area must exceed 20 acres or 20% of the unitôs acreage. The maximum indem-
nity is the chosen price election multiplied by the 20% of the yield guarantee, up to 8 bu for corn, 3 bu 
for soybeans and 1 ton for corn silage. The replanted crop has the same production guarantee as for the 
original plant date (i.e., no reduction for late planting is imposed).  
Replant Example -  Suppose a 200 acre unit of corn for grain has an APH yield guarantee of 150 bu/ac 
x 200 ac = 30,000 bu with a $5.00/bu price election. All acres are planted before May 31, but cool wet 

weather reduces the stand to less than 10,000 plants/ac on 80 acres of the unit. The farmer can replant 
these 80 acres to corn and keep the 150 bu/ac yield guarantee, even if the corn is planted after May 31, 
and receive an indemnity of $3,200 (8 bu/ac x $5.00/bu price election x 80 acres). 
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