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We want to thank the many people who have volunteered this 
summer at the Horticulture Teaching Garden and for other 
various activities. Apologies if any names have been omitted. 
 
Special thanks to Dean Smith and Jim Goodno who came in to 
weed and mulch the circle color wheel garden including during 
the week when it was in the 90’s.  It’s looking fantastic! 
 
Thanks to our indoor waterers, Anne 
Linkert, Kathleen Coe, Mary Young and 
Catherine Baruska. 
 
Thanks to the volunteers who helped with 
the 5th and 6th graders on June 24, Mallika 
Nocco and Dee Wade. 
 
Work day June 13, 2009 
 
Jette Sanders, BethSweeney, Kathy Cart-
wright, Stephanie Shong, Audrey Hooper, 
Peggy Mravik, Abbie Moilien, Jared Vincent, 
Emily Steinwehe, Teri Johnson, Dorothea 
Murphy, Pam Sheeks, Joey Whitcomb, Rick Weigel, Paula 
Lenius, Karen Matteoni, Pat Biermeier, Sara Herpolsheimer, 
Hayley Hart, Hollis Spaier, Sharon Abraham, Kathleen Coe. 
 
Work day June 27, 2009 
 
Beth Dolan, Pam Sheeks, Pat Biermeier, Nicole Anderson, 
Audrey Hooper, Peggy Mravik, Vicki Cothroll, Peggy Dovi, 
Dena Dramm, Jared Vincent, Jon Wanta, Maggie Digman, Ab-
bie Moilien, Kim Nelson, Tammy Bieberstein, John Kastl, 
Amanda Mravec, Ellen Hess, Nancy Gustaf, Inga Velten, 
Diane Scharkey, Rita Thomas, Hugh Schmidt, Sonja Olsen, 
Hollis Spaier 
 
Work day July 11, 2009 
 
Mary Currie, Lynne Owen 
 
Thanks to  greeters and guides at the Olbrich Home Garden 
tour ,  Kim Nelson, Neon Ringwood, Julie Monson, Haley hart, 
Marc Nielsen, Janet Zanck, Nancy Crassweller, Jane 
Gahlman, Lynn Fortner, Hollis Spaier, Molly Crossen,  Chris-
tine Fleming, Betsy Zonneville, John Kastl, Kathy Esch and 
Abbie Moilien 
 
 

Graduation Party July 25, Noon, for 2009 Master 
Gardeners Class Graduates and others 

 
We are having a potluck graduation party for the current 
classes of the General Master Gardener program, their 
guests and any other interested Master Gardeners and 
guests.  The potluck will be held on Saturday, July 25, 

starting at noon at the Dane Co. Extension 
office.  After lunch we will have a tour of the 
horticulture teaching gardens. 
 
Bring a dish to pass, your own plates and 
utensils.  The Extension office will provide 
drinks. 
 
As always, Lisa has lots of knowledge about 
the latest and best plants for a garden.  She 
will give an update on the plants and plans for 
the horticulture teaching garden. 
 
Specialized Master Gardener train-
ing on Backyard Food Production 

 
 Be sure to check out the brochure on the Specialized Mas-
ter Gardener training that is beginning in September on 
Backyard Food Production.  The link is included in the 
newsletter email notification.  If you are getting a hard copy 
of the newsletter, we will send you a hard copy of the bro-
chure.  If you would like a copy of the brochure mailed to 
you, contact Ann Munson at 224-3721 or email me at 
munson@co.dane.wi.us 
 
Organic Vegetable Training—Train the Trainer  is being 
held at the West Madison Ag Research Station.  It is not 
too late to attend, though the first class started July 13.  Go 
to page 7 to see the class speaker schedule. Lunch and 
breaks provided. Program: 9:00 am—3:00 pm 
Check-in 8:30am 
 
$50 - Tuesday, July 21, 2009, 9:00 am—3:00 pm 
$50 - Tuesday, July 28, 2009, 9:00 am—3:00 pm  
$50 - Tuesday, August 4, 2009, 9:00 am—3:00 pm 
 
����� �

Contact: UW-Madison West Madison Agricultural Re-
search Station, 262-2257 

Dane Co. Extension Thanks You! 
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Low Maintenance Roses 
 
June is the month for roses, and on June 24 the Madison Area Master Gardeners met at Olbrich to hear Sherry Shaft 
talk about low maintenance roses. She was extremely knowledgeable and suggested many roses that are hardy and 
beautiful for Wisconsin. One especially beautiful rose was Starry Night.  It is a repeat bloomer, has large clusters of  
pure white flowers and is a disease resistant landscape rose.  It was an All America Rose Selection award winner in 
2002. Other recommended roses were , Lena and Swen, Winners Circle, Polar Joy, Snowdrift, Carefree Wonder, 
William Baffin Red Cascade and Green Ice. Sherry liked the hybrid tea rose, Pink Promise, and the shrub rose, 
Carefree Spirit, that won the 2009 All America Rose Selection award, the first 
shrub rose to win that award. This disease resistant rose has “clustered 

blossoms which are a 
deep red "with white 
twinkles in their eyes 
 
After the presentation we 
had a leisurely stroll 
through the Olbrich rose 
garden. Sherry informed 
us that Olbrich lost 50% of 
their roses last winter. 
Despite that loss, it still 
looked beautiful. 
 
On left, Starry Night rose 
 
 

                                                                                  On right, Carefree Spirit 
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Deicers Cause Sidewalk Garden Melt Down 

 Lis Fremoth , New Plants Old Plants and Just Plain Good  
 
Wednesday, August 26 MAMGA presents a program by Lis Fremoth, on New Plants Old Plants and Just 
Plain Good Plants at Olbrich at 6:30 p.m. Lis will have just returned from a visit to plant guru, Allan Armitage . 
She will have picked his brain on what to include in her list of plants.  Lis is a host of a monthly radio show on 
Radio 1130 WISN-AM, Lis Friemoth, best known as “The Garden Hoe,” has been passionate about and 
gaining knowledge of plants since childhood. According to Lis, she’s been “rolling in the dirt since she was six 
months old.” She fondly recalls her formative years spent in the home garden planting, growing, and 
maintaining lots of flowers, fruits, and vegetables.  
 
Her interest in the business side of life originally led Lis to the University of Wisconsin – Whitewater, where the 
chaos of science lured her away, with the results a Bachelor’s of Science degree. Following a stint in corporate 
research, she pursued and achieved a Master’s degree in Urban Planning from the University of Wisconsin – 
Milwaukee’s School of Architecture and Urban Planning temporarily placing her in non-horticultural 
professions.  
 
But Lis’ love of healthy plants, her science background, and the alluring smell of wet dirt led her on a plant 
disease quest to expand her knowledge, understanding, and expertise. That successful quest resulted in a 
desire to work in the discipline she knows and loves, took her out from behind a desk in corporate research 
and put her behind a shovel, literally. Ten years ago, she applied that burgeoning knowledge and expertise 
into the community service field as a county horticulturist. Lis then took that enduring love of healthy plants, the 
lure of science, the pleasant challenges of analysis, and the risk of business, and put them all together to 
create and launch her own endeavor - The Garden Hoe. 
 
The Garden Hoe is a member of the American Phytopathological Society (apsnet.org) and is an ISA 
(International Society of Arboriculture) certified arborist and organization member (isa-arbor.com). 
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Garden Musings by Ann Munson 
 
For me, July is always the month to assess the garden.  Everything is up and growing and you can see who is 
taking over and who needs to be moved.  You’ve been to several garden tours by now, and have gotten a few 
new ideas. Seeing what needs pruning is definitely easier now because you can see which branches are in the 
way and blocking the sun of other plants.  Raising the canopy of trees and pruning back bushes should be done in 
spring (except summer blooming shrubs), but now is the time to note which branches should be pruned next 
spring. That’s where the 2010 Wisconsin Garden Journal comes in.  Note in next year’s March garden journal that 
you need to prune that tree branch. June is an acceptable time to also do some pruning once the tree has totally 
leafed out.   
 
Another thing to note is which perennials need to be caged or staked.  My globe thistle would look a lot better if I 
had cosseted it earlier in the season, as it is falling over where I pruned back the Clematis recta.  Tibi Light has 
told us many times that preemptive staking and supporting perennials makes a huge difference in a garden.  
Once the flower stalks have fallen over, they are never quite the same.  
 
You can also tell if your color scheme has worked out. That coral colored daylily just did not make it in the purple, 
yellow and white garden but moving it to the orange section really works.  I took a page from the circle of color 
garden at the Extension Office.  I have a section of garden that is predominantly red, another for orange and an-
other for pink.  Yellows, blues and purples and white can go into any garden.   
 
Despite my need to buy more plants, I have found the most effective gardens have space between the plants, giv-
ing each plant space to show off its attributes. Also this gives you a place to put down the mulch which gives the 
garden a finished, tidy look. This is easier to achieve with new gardens, before the plant spreading begins. The 
answer is ruthless pruning, dividing and weeding. Easier said then done. Another thing I have learned is to lose 
the losers. The white Meidiland rose is out. The flowers were small, turning brown and remaining on the stem. 
Then the Japanese beetles came and made it even uglier.  
 

Back to my issues with Echinacea. I am becoming very fond of the new cultivars this year but I do resolve to only 
buy them in person.  I ordered Mac ‘n Cheese from a famous state company in FEBRUARY and it will not be 
shipped to me until August!  I purchased big, healthy Echinacea plants 
from the Flower Factory in June and they are amazing. We’ll see if they 
can overwinter after a season of a healthy plant being in a prime location, 
well watered and cared for. I can highly recommend Mango Meadowbrite, 
Echinacea Virgin (white of course) and Vintage Wine so far. They bloom for 
an amazingly long time and though the color fades somewhat, it just be-
comes a softer version of the bright, initial color.  They look really good with 
daylilies.  
 
My vegetable experience has been really good so far.  The peas were deli-
cious, as were the beans, and I did not over plant either one. We have 
been harvesting bibb and romaine lettuce for a couple of months and its 
very tasty. The tomatoes are staked to 10 foot rebar rods, which I find 
many uses for in the garden.  They are sturdy, cheap, last forever, and can 
be bent if need be. They are very easy to stick into the ground and they 
seem to disappear when viewed from a distance.   
 
Now if I could only find a way to get rid of creeping charlie in the lawn I 
could be happy. 
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Mango Meadowbright is available at the Flower 
Factory.  It is more orange than the photo at the 
right shows. 



P a g e  4  

Brown Bag Teleconferences 
Held 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m. at the Dane Co. Extension Office .  

Please call Ann at 224-3721 to register. 

 
July 31…  Managing Your Garden Bounty   
What to do with all those tomatoes that are ripening on the vine?  Is it safe use great-grandma's pickle recipe? 
What recipe do I follow for canning vegetable soup? Is it safe to can summer squash?  These and many other 
questions will be the topic of our discussion as we highlight tips to get you safely through the processing sea-
son. Join Barb Ingham for a discussion on managing the produce from your fruit and vegetable garden. 
Extension resources that will be highlighted include:Wisconsin Safe Food Preservation series bulletins (newly re-
vised 2008): http://www.foodsafety.wisc.edu/preservation_publications.html and special resources from the Na-
tional Center for Home Food Preservation www.uga.edu/nchfp/ 

 
August 28…Perennial Flower Garden: Establishment, R enovation and Care 
A well-designed perennial garden can provide many years of beauty and enjoyment. Careful selection of plant ma-
terials and thoughtful planning can result in a full season of color. Once established, they generally require less wa-
ter than annuals and often have fewer pest problems. Perennial gardens may serve as borders along a fence or 
property line, thus easing mowing, trimming and water requirements that a lawn may present in such areas. It is 
also visually pleasing to locate the garden against a background such as a fence, wall, shrubs or evergreens. An-
nual maintenance  activities as renovation and seasonal care will be reviewed for the improved performance of se-
lected flowers. Join us as we address the establishment and maintenance of perennial flower beds.  
 
September 25…Composting: How to Make and Use 

There is continued strong interest in backyard composting among Wisconsin residents.  Similarly, the desire to 
compost organic materials is growing dramatically among commercial and industrial enterprises such as grocery 
stores, restaurants, and food-related manufacturers.  All yards produce waste from pruning, lawn mowing and 
other routine plant care activities and composting is a way to reduce the volume of organic wastes and return 
them to the soil to benefit growing plants. Composted organic matter improves the drainage and aeration of clay 
soil, serve as a separator that "shoulders apart" tightly packed clay particles to allow water and air to enter, helps 
sandy soil hold water and nutrients and has many more benefits.  Join Dr. Robert Tomesh for a discussion on 
making and using compost. 
 
October 23...Raspberry Selection and Management 
Homeowners have long enjoyed the fruit from raspberries.  Since there are various cultivars and seasonal selec-
tions available to extend the summer growing season: cultivar selection and plant management will be the topic of 
discussion.  

 
             Growing Raspberries in Wisconsin...A1610 
             Raspberry Pest Management for Home Gardeners...A2128 
             Home Fruit Cultivars for Northern Wisconsin...A2488 
             Home Fruit Cultivars for Southern Wisconsin...A2582 
 
November 13…Landscaping to Attract Wildlife  
Loss of habitat is a major threat to wildlife. As a result, if wildlife populations are to be successfully conserved, we 
must provide habitat for them on private lands. Habitat restoration is especially critical where urbanization and agri-
culture development has eliminated most natural areas. So providing backyard habitat for wildlife also is important 
for landscape aspect for the appreciation of nature.  Join us as we address landscape approaches to improve wild-
life habitat. 
 
December 18…Fruit Crop Pest Management Tactics 
Gardeners are disappointed when a portion or all of a small or tree fruit planting dies or the quality of fruit produced 
leaves a lot to be desired. Injury to the trunk, crown (area at the soil line) or roots generally is the primary cause of 
death to plants and can be caused by winter cold, poorly-drained soil, mouse and rabbit feeding damage, root and 
crown diseases and borers- alone or in combination-can all cause loss of plants. Reduced fruit quality is often the 
result of poor pest management during the growing season.  Join us for a review of the problems and tactics to im-
prove the situations. 
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Dane County Master Gardener Volunteer (MGV) Hours R ecording Form 

for 2009 
 

Reporting period: September 1, 2008 to August 31, 2 009 
 

This form is customized for Dane County UW-Extension MGV hours reporting. 
 
 
  MGV Students and Interns: Students/Interns should submit any hours earned through August 31, 2009 by October 1, 

2009.  MGV students and interns must complete 36 required volunteer hours within one year of completing training to 
become certified. No additional continuing education is required until after the first year post training. 

  
  Recertifying MGVs:  Recertifying MGVs must turn in volunteer and continuing education hours earned from  

September 1, 2008 to August 31, 2009 by October 1, 2009. To recertify as a UW-Extension MGV each year, volunteers 
are required to donate a minimum 24 service hours and obtain 10 hours continuing education per year. 

 

Most volunteer activities will fall into one of the categories or miscellaneous listed below.  Enter your total hours by 
category.  Please see next page for more information about completing the table below: 
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Name:       
Address:       

City, State, Zip-code:              
Telephone:        

Email:       

Category 
Youth Ed 
(I worked  

with kids...) 

Community Ed 
(I taught some-

thing...) 

Support Services  
(I helped 
 with...) 

Continuing Ed 
(I learned some-

thing...) 
Dane County UW-EX Teaching Garden      hours      hours      hours      hours 
Dane County UW-EX Office Help       hours      hours      hours      hours 
Dane County UW-EX Horticulture Help Line      hours      hours      hours      hours 
Madison Area Master Gardeners Association      hours      hours      hours      hours 
Wisconsin Garden Journal      hours      hours      hours      hours 
UW – Arboretum      hours      hours      hours      hours 
West Madison Agriculture Research Station      hours      hours      hours      hours 
UW – Allen Centennial Gardens      hours      hours      hours      hours 
Olbrich Botanical Gardens      hours      hours      hours      hours 
Garden club (specify):            hours      hours      hours      hours 
Private association (specify):            hours      hours      hours      hours 
Private garden (specify) :           hours      hours      hours      hours 
Public activity (specify):            hours      hours      hours      hours 
Public class (specify):            hours      hours      hours      hours 
Public garden (specify):            hours      hours      hours      hours 
Public park (specify):            hours      hours      hours      hours 
Commercial establishment (specify):             hours      hours      hours      hours 
Miscellaneous (specify):      
 
 
 
 
 
 

     hours      hours      hours      hours 

TOTAL HOURS       hours      hours      hours      hours 



Category                              Activities to  include in this category: 
 
 
Youth Education                  I taught kids …  helped children at community and school gardens, etc.  
 
Community Education        I taught/explained...  answered questions at a Farmer’s Market, public      
                                              speaking, diagnostics, prepared plant labels for a botanical exhibit, etc.  
 
Support Services                 I helped with...  worked in a local park or botanical garden, worked at a plant 
                                              sale at Olbrich Botanical Gardens, etc. 
 
Continuing Education         I learned something...  classes taken from UW-Extension, lectures sponsored 
                                              by MAMGA, approved gardening television programs (such as The Wisconsin 
                                              Gardener), etc. 

 
 

Non-Disclosure Statement  
Under the Wisconsin Public Records Law, UW-Extension ordinarily must release lists in its custody to the public upon request. Your 
name, address and telephone number may be included on such a list unless you request confidentiality in writing.  UW-Extension 
will, to the extent possible under the Wisconsin Public Records Law, withhold client names from lists when requested. If you want 
your name, address and telephone number withheld  from lists that are released upon request, please sign and date the 
following statement:     
 

I do NOT want the UW-Extension to reveal my name, address or telephone number to the public as part of a record or list. 
 

Signed _____________________________________________________   Date_________________ 
  
 

�  Print form and Mail to:          Dane County UW-Ex tension – Horticulture,  
One Fen Oak Ct, Room 138, Madison WI 53718 

 
�  OR Mail to MAMGA, PO Box 259318, Madison, WI 53725you  can save and send this file by 

email to  mamgatimekeeper@yahoo.com  
(if you are not signing the non-disclosure statement). 
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Please include a brief paragraph describing the activities that you performed as you earned MGV service and 
continuing education hours from September 1, 2008 to August 31, 2009: 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Ann Munson, Editor 
Phone 608-224-3721 
Fax 608-224-3727 
Email munson@co.dane.wi.us 

 
 
University of Wisconsin, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties 
cooperating.  An EEO/AA employer, 
University of Wisconsin Extension 
provides equal opportunities in 
employment and programming, including 
Title IX and American with Disabilities 
(ADA) requirements. 
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Hours  to  36    T hank  yo u  f o r  r epo r t i ng  yo u r  hou rs ! !  

Dean  Sm i th  

Hours  to  80  

Marg Iwen 

Pat Richardson  

Organic Vegetable Training at the West Madison Ag R esearch Station 
 
July 21, 2009 (Tuesday)  
 

Steve Pincus—Tipi Produce, Evansville, WI  (45 acre organic farmer and CSA) 
     Healthy Soils - Healthy Plants: Nutrition, Micronutrients, and Soil Tilth 
     Compost and Cover Crops 
     Field/Garden Tour  
 

Steve Barr—Vermiculture “Wiggle Worm Grower”           
     Growing Red Wiggle Worms 
     Making “Black Tea” from worm compost 
 

Erin Schneider—Hilltop Community Farms, LaValle, WI 
     Adaptive Management for Weed Control 
     Ecological Agriculture 
     Why Organic 
     Identification of Weeds and Invasive Species 
 
July 28, 2009 (Tuesday)  
 

Brian Hudelson—UW-Extension, Plant Diagnostic Lab 
     Identification of Disease in the Garden 
     Garden Management to Prevent Disease 
         

Brian Emerson and Savannah Conradt—WMARS Garden Manager and Organic Co-
ordinator 
     Wild Bees as Pollinators—Mason Bees and Leaf Cutters 
            Learn to Manage Wild Bee Populations  
 

Phil Pellitteri—UW-Extension, Insect Diagnostic Lab 
     Insects in the Garden 
     Managing the Garden for Organic Insect Control 
 
Robert Tomesh—UW-Extension, Horticulture Specialist 
     Bagging Apples for Organic Production 
     Monitoring/Trapping of Insects — Garden Tour 

     Bagging Apples for Organic Production 
     Monitoring/Trapping of Insects — Garden Tour 

August 4, 2009 (Tuesday)  
 

Jim Nienhuis—UW-Madison, Professor of Horticulture 
     Origin and History of Vegetables 
     Vegetable Families and Rotating Vegetable Plantings 
 

Judith Reith-Rozelle, Brian Emerson—WMARS Staff 
     Vegetable Trials at West Madison—Insect and Disease Resistant 
       Vegetables for the Organic Garden 
 

Student Interns and Other Garden Staff 
     Vegetable Trials –2009– A Walk-in-the-Garden 
             A Review of New Selections and Evaluation Results 
 


