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Summer in the garden

The hard work of preparing the garden, buying the plants (now
that’s not work) planting the plants (the hard part is finding
room) weeding the beds, mulching the beds, making new beds
to hold the plants we thought we had room for, watering the
plants when it doesn’t rain, planting the seeds, is for the most
part done by June. Now is the time to enjoy the garden and
plan on attending garden events throughout the summer.

made just over $1000!! Not bad for the first Master Gar-
dener plant sale.

Wednesday, August 26 MAMGA pro- W

gram by Lis Fremoth, New Plants
Old Plants and Just Plain Good
Plants at Olbrich 6:30 p.m. Lis will

There will be many garden tours,and garden
parties and gardening programs to attend.
Savor these days we waited so long for. So
what if there are a few mosquitoes or it's a
bit humid. Remember the endless days of
winter white which has been replaced by
color, color color!

Olbrich’s Home Garden Tour__is held in
Shorewood this year, July 10, Friday and
July 11, Saturday. Lisa Johnson and Ann
Munson are home coordinators and we are
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have just returned from
a visit to plant guru,
Allan Armitage (picture
of Allan, not Lis). She
will have picked his
brain on what to include in her list of plants.
(Will get a picture of Lis for the next news-
letter).

Other neighborhood garden tours include:

Regent Neighborhood Garden Tour is

looking for volunteers as garden guides and
ticket takers. Contact Ann, to volunteer

Sunday, July 19,--Chickens, Veggies,
Workshops featured--

(224-3721 or munson@co.dane.wi.us).
This is always a good time and a chance to see some very
nice gardens (volunteers can see the gardens for free on
Tuesday, July 7 when we have a volunteer orientation).
Madison Area Master Gardener Association is also looking for
volunteers to sell the 2010 Wisconsin Garden Journal at one of
the home gardens. Contact Sue Christoffersen, MAMGA
president, at mamga2008@yahoo.com. to volunteer.

Madison Area Master Gardener program June 24 , 6:30p.m.,at
Olbrich Gardens, will feature Growing Low Maintenance
Roses by Sherry Shaft. There will be a program followed by a
tour of the Olbrich rose garden. Refreshments will be served.
The rose garden should be at it's peak and its before the Japa-
nese beetles descend.

There will be a potluck luncheon _to celebrate the graduation
of two classes of Master Gardeners on Saturday, July 25 at the
Dane Co. Extension Office. Come to help congratulate the
new class, enjoy a potluck and visit the teaching garden at it's
summer best. Mentors and mentees will have a chance to get
together and see how each is doing. Lisa will be there to give
tours. She has bought a bunch of excellent plants with money
earned from the plant sale on May 17. Thanks very much to
all of you who helped out with plant contributions, labor in dig-
ging, setting up, day of sale and buying of plants. See the list
on page 3 of all the Master Gardeners who helped out! We

This year's Regent Neighborhood garden
tour features fruit and vegetable growing and includes 3
properties where chickens are raised. Shade gardening
is another common theme and we'll check on the pro-
gress of the terrace rain gardens that were installed dur-
ing last summer's street reconstruction.

At least 2 workshops are planned--one on trellis building
with willow and the other on making attractive, service-
able planters from styrofoam containers.

The Tour is from 10am to 4pm on July 19. Tickets, in-
cluding a tour map and the schedule of clinics, will be
available the day of the Tour at the corner of S. Allen
Street and Commonwealth Ave, and at the Froth House,
N. Allen St near the corner of Regent St. Cost is $5 for
adults; children are free. For more information contact
Ron Rosner, [238 1828 or rosner7@charter.net] or Pat
Wood [233 4680 or pwood@wisc.edul].

Windsor Area Garden Club Garden Tour , Friday
July 17 and Saturday July 18, 10 am—3 pm, rain or
shine. Tickets are $7, on sale at DeFlorist and Country
Bloomers Greenhouse, or call Monique at 846-5299
or Karen at 225-3220.
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Extension Work Days in June

The following Saturdays in June will be scheduled for work days: June 13, 9:00 to 2:00 and June 27,
9:00 to 2:00. As always, come when you can, leave when you must. Bring hats, gloves, water, special
tools you like to use.

Plant Sale Volunteers
Thanks to the following volunteers who helped with the Master Gardener plant sale and in other ways;
Peggy Mravik for watering, pricing, organizing, cleanup and working the sale
Haley Hart who dug, donated plants and helped at the sale
Beth Dolan who donated plants and worked at the sale
Cathy Brodbeck who worked at the sale
Dorethea Murphy who helped dig
John Kastl who worked at the sale
Rita Thomas for plant donations from the Wisconsin Hardy Plant Society
Jeannine Johnson who donated Iots of plants
Sandy Ellarson who donated plants
Laurie Lee who arranged for donated plants from the herb society
Cathryn Murray who helped at the sale
Marie Cody who donated plants
Pat Benz-Suick who donated plants and bags
Ann Muson who donated plants and helped price
Nancy Gustafson and Edie Ferguson who helped transport plants
Gretchen Olson
Christine Fleming who helped day of sale
Kathy Esch—plants donated
Becky Halstead who helped sale day
Pam Sheeks who donated plants
Rita Overgaard who donated plants and helped with pricing
Peggy Mravik’s nieces, Desirae and Emma Schlais who cut plant labels from plastic window blinds

And thanks to anyone we missed who donated time, labor and plants . We made just over $1000 and
Lisa has used the money to trial new plants for the teaching gardens.

Also special thanks to Schonheit Gardens  who donated a large quantity of exceptional leaf mulch
for the gardens.

Rain garden "Action Day " to be held on June 20th throughout the
Arbor Hills neighborhood.

It will be an all-day event with the aim of installing as many rain
gardens as can be done among the homeowners who are interested.
There are several homeowners who would like a little extra advice and
labor assistance. Please pass my name and contact information along
to those who might be interested in helping out the residents of Arbor
Hills in this inspiring and ambitious project. For more information
contact:

James T. Spartz, Graduate Student Life Sciences Communication,
1545 Observatory Drive, Hiram Smith Hall, Rm 320, University of
Wisconsin Madison, Wisc. 53706 (608) 890-2264
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Garden Musings
By Ann Munson

The garden tour season has started and by the time this newsletter goes out | will have had the opportunity to visit
8 gardens in Michigan (with the WI-IL Rock Garden Society) and 6 in Wisconsin (with the Hardy Plant Society and
Master Gardeners). The rock gardens in Michigan were amazing for the most part and they also had many woody
ornamentals that would definitely be borderline hardy for us. That did not stop me from wanting to purchase and
doing so, some iffy plants for our climate. Last winter should have taught us a lesson on woody and evergreen
hardiness. | lost Japanese maples including Bloodgood which is supposed to be one of the hardiest and top die-
back on many evergreens and woodies. What didn’t die was severely browned in many cases. It didn’t seem that
much colder (-19 degrees F.) and only for a very short time overnight. The previous winter’s low was about —15
degrees F. There probably were some other environmental factors involved in causing the dieback, but we proba-
bly will never know what were the lethal combinations.

Losing plants is part of gardening, and even welcome in some cases. You can try some of the new cultivars now.
The echinacea Mac'n cheese, | ordered was backordered until August. The catalog pictures and descriptions
drive the ordering, as | have not talked to anyone who has had great success yet with the newer echinaceas.

The maples, especially silver, are hard hit this year with anthracnose. Anthracnose is a foliage fungus disease,
which for the most part is a cosmetic problem. The leaves get black splotches, and some leaves will drop. Good
cleanup of infected leaves, including fall cleanup does help. The leaf infection occurs early in the spring when we
have cool, wet weather.

Emerald Ash borer was discovered on May 14 in St. Paul Minnesota. The MAMGA newsletter has a good article
on the EAB.

The cool spring weather has been wonderful for enjoying our gardens. The flowers last longer and its easier on
the gardener to simply put on a sweatshirt, vs. sweltering in heat and humidity. Alas, the tomatoes and peppers
are not especially happy yet, but they will have their chance at warm weather later this summer. | made my vege-
table garden a rock garden, with rock paths. Hopefully, the rocks will radiate heat to the veggies. It has been edu-
cational growing potatoes for the first time. | don't think you are truly a Master Gardener until you can grow the
veggies too. After 30 years of gardening | am still a beginner vegetable grower!

Specialized Master Gardener Classes will be held four days this fall. The schedule is:

Backyard Food Production

Sept. 22 am Organic vegetable growing - Erin Silva CIAS (Center for Integrated Agriculture Systems
Pm Insect pests of vegetables —Jeff Wyman, UW Entomology, tentative
Sept. 29 am Backyard fruit trees and berries — Bob Tomesh, U.W. Horticulture Dept.
Pm Insect pests of fruit — Dan Mahr, U.W. Entomology Dept.
Oct. 6 am Diseases of vegetables— Brian Hudelson, U.W. Plant Pathology Dept
Diseases of fruits — Patti McManus, U.W. Plant Pathology Dept
Pm Composting and compost teas — Jay Anderson, Bando Organics
Oct. 13 am Introduction to beekeeping — TBA
Pm Introduction to backyard chickens — panel of chicken raisers

A registration brochure will be included in the July newsletter.
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Brown Bag Teleconferences
Held 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m. at the Dane Co. Extension Office
Please call Ann at 224-3721 to register.

June 26...Late Plantings of Cool- and Warm-Season Vege __tables

Though often overlooked by the gardener, planting vegetables in July and August for fall production is an ex-
cellent practice. Late plantings of cool- and warm-season vegetables can extend the harvest long after spring-
planted crops have ceased production. Most cool-season vegetables grow as well as or better than those
planted in the spring as they mature during shorter, cooler days. Flavors of vegetables maturing in the cool,
crisp days of autumn are often sweeter and milder than those grown during hot summer weather. Join us for a
discussion for planning a fall crop of vegetables.

July 31... Managing Your Garden Bounty

What to do with all those tomatoes that are ripening on the vine? Is it safe use great-grandma'’s pickle recipe?
What recipe do | follow for canning vegetable soup? Is it safe to can summer squash? These and many other
questions will be the topic of our discussion as we highlight tips to get you safely through the processing sea-
son. Join Barb Ingham for a discussion on managing the produce from your fruit and vegetable garden.
Extension resources that will be highlighted include:

Wisconsin Safe Food Preservation series bulletins (newly revised 2008): http://www.foodsafety.wisc.edu/
preservation_publications.html

and special resources from the National Center for Home Food Preservation www.uga.edu/nchfp/

August 28...Perennial Flower Garden: Establishment, R enovation and Care

A well-designed perennial garden can provide many years of beauty and enjoyment. Careful selection of plant
materials and thoughtful planning can result in a full season of color. Once established, they generally require
less water than annuals and often have fewer pest problems. Perennial gardens may serve as borders along a
fence or property line, thus easing mowing, trimming and water requirements that a lawn may present in such
areas. It is also visually pleasing to locate the garden against a background such as a fence, wall, shrubs or
evergreens. Annual maintenance activities as renovation and seasonal care will be reviewed for the improved
performance of selected flowers. Join us as we address the establishment and maintenance of perennial
flower beds.

September 25...Composting: How to Make and Use

There is continued strong interest in backyard composting among Wisconsin residents. Similarly, the desire to
compost organic materials is growing dramatically among commercial and industrial enterprises such as gro-
cery stores, restaurants, and food-related manufacturers. All yards produce waste from pruning, lawn mowing
and other routine plant care activities and composting is a way to reduce the volume of organic wastes and re-
turn them to the soil to benefit growing plants. Composted organic matter improves the drainage and aeration
of clay soil, serve as a separator that "shoulders apart" tightly packed clay particles to allow water and air to
enter, helps sandy soil hold water and nutrients and has many more benefits. Join Dr. Robert Tomesh for a
discussion on making and using compost.

October 23...Raspberry Selection and Management

Homeowners have long enjoyed the fruit from raspberries. Since there are various cultivars and seasonal se-
lections available to extend the summer growing season: cultivar selection and plant management will be the
topic of discussion.

Growing Raspberries in Wisconsin...A1610

Raspberry Pest Management for Home Gardeners...A2128
Home Fruit Cultivars for Northern Wisconsin...A2488
Home Fruit Cultivars for Southern Wisconsin...A2582
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MG VOLUNTEER AND CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS FOR THE YEAR 2009

MGV-in-Training must turn in required volunteer hours within one year of completing training.
Recertifying MGVs must turn in volunteer and C.E. hours®gtober 1, 20090 their local county
record keeper.

MGV Name: Phone ()

Address:

email:
City, State, ZIP: -

Dane County UW Extension
Attn: Ann Munson

1 Fen Oak Ct

Madison WI 53718

Volunteer Hours

Youth Comm. Ed| Support | Continuing
Ed (I'taught somey  Services | Education
Date | Project Name, Work Accomplished or Continuing E{ (I worked with kids) thing) (I helped Hours
cation Topic with...) |( learr:yed)somE-
thing

Dane Co Extension Teaching Garden

Dane Co Extension Office Help — i.e. watering pant
clerical
Dane Co Extension Horticulture Help Line

Madison Area Master Gardener Association

\Wisconsin Garden Journal

\West Madison Ag Research Station Garden

U.W. Arboretum

Allen Centennial Garden — UW campus

Olbrich Botanic Garden

Madison City Parks

Other Parks

Community Gardens

Public Schools

TOTAL HOURS confidentiality requested
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Dane Co UW
Extension 1 Fen Oak
Ct Madison WI 53718

Ann Munson, Editor

Phone 608-224-3721

Fax 608-224-3727

Email munson@co.dane.wi.us

University of Wisconsin, U.S.
Department of Agriculture and
Wisconsin counties cooperating.
An EEO/AA employer, University
of Wisconsin Extension provides
equal opportunities in
employment and programming,
including Title IX and American
with Disabilities (ADA)
requirements.

# $ %

Master Gardener
Newsletter

Master Gardener Volunteers Reporting
Hours -2009

Hours to 36  Thank you for reporting your hours!!

Patricia Richardson
Dean Smith

Kathleen Coe

Hours to 80

Kris Voegeli

How You can help the Dane Co.
Master Gardener Program

Many Dane Co. and University programs are in danger from budget cuts and
the Dane Co. UW Extension Master Gardener program is one of them. Be-
cause we are partners with both entities, we can get cuts from either one.

We need to let decision-makers in government and the University admini-
stration know how valuable our program is. If you could email Lisa Johnson,
johnson.lisa@co.dane.wi.us a brief description of what volunteer programs
you are involved with, she can describe to Dane County Board members and
others what an asset Master Gardeners are to the community. This is why it
is so important that you report your hours.

Upcoming Work days at the Extension Office

June 13, 9:00 to 2:00 June 27, 9:00 to 2:00



