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2007 data showed alfalfa maturity was far
ahead of schedule with most fields at least one
week to 10 days ahead of normal.

Quite often | would be checking on alfalfa ma-
turity during the week that we conducted Trac-
tor and Machinery Safety classes the first week
in June. | checked my first fields this year on
May 14 expecting to find Relative Forage Val-
ues (RFV) in the 220+ range. Instead, we
found alfalfa at 200 RFV and down to 190. The
producer harvested that hay on the 15" and
reported forage test results averaging 166 RFV
for all fields with the range from 146-183. He

wanted his baleage in the upper 190-200 range.

He knew the crop was maturing faster than nor-
mal and alerted me to that fact. This year | also
observed alfalfa going from early bud to full bud
in three days. Proof again that you need to
keep an eye on YOUR fields throughout the
season.

| had planned to have both a June & July news-
letter this year, but I've now waited four weeks
to receive permission to share an article with
you and have not received it yet.

| hope that as you read this newsletter it would
have rained gently for four days straight and we
are close to normal moisture for the year.

“Continue to Farm Smarter”

M atilon Petersan

Mahlon Peterson
UW-Extension Agricultural Agent
mahlon.peterson@ces.uwex.edu

www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/eauclaire/

[For more Extension Information go to our website:]

4 Independence Day

10 4-H/FFA Fitting and

Showing Clinic

National Association of

County Ag Agents—

Michigan

Eau Claire County Fair—

Exposition Center

28 Eau Claire County 4-H/
FFA Livestock Auction

\elalaialala

August

15-19

25-29

3 4-H/FFA Livestock Ban-

quet - Augusta

Northwest Junior Live-

stock Show — Exposition

Center

19 Friends of the Fair Golf
Outing - Hickory Hills Golf
Course

14-15

Please call our office for more
details, registration fees, etc.
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Something To
ChewOn. ..

Mahlon Peterson Ag Agent
Eau Claire County

New 4-H Dairy Skill-A-Thons Help Youngsters Learn
About Agriculture

Wisconsin 4-H has revamped and expanded its
offering of dairy skill-a-thons learning tools.

Skill-a-thons are educational posters that provide
basic information about dairy topics ranging from
reading pedigrees to bio-security.

“Skill-a-thons are ideal for local club and county dairy
project meetings,” says Ted Halbach, University of
Wisconsin-Madison/Extension dairy youth specialist.
“The topics covered are diverse and provide kids with
a baseline knowledge that hopefully engages them to
learn more about these subjects and the dairy
industry as a whole.”

Each skill-a-thon is an interactive teaching display
board that teaches youngsters about the dairy
industry. There are skill-a-thons for all ages, each
ranked at a beginning, intermediate or advanced
level. An accompanying lesson question and answer
sheet comes with each skill-a-thon, making it easy for
anyone to use.

Four titles were added to the collection:

-- The Rules are Black and White (show ring rules and
ethics)

-- Bio-Security (keeping themselves and their animals
healthy at shows and fairs)

-- Dairy Cattle Identification

-- Careers in the Dairy Industry.

“Kids will be able to have fun and learn about the
dairy industry because of the new skill-a-thons,” said
Eliza Ulness, a former 4-H dairy project participant
who helped create the new skill-a-thons. “Because the
displays are interactive and bright, kids are more likely
to remember what they're learning, and want to learn
more about dairy cattle because of them.”

If you are interested in using the new dairy skill-a-
thons, contact Mary O’Connor at the Cooperative
Extension Media Collection by email at
mary.oconnor@ces.uwex.edu or by calling (800) 353-
3514.

The skill-a-thons can also be found in the Cooperative
Extension Media Collection’s title catalog at http://
www.uwex.edu/ces/media. Materials are lent only
within the State of Wisconsin and must be reserved
through UW-Extension Cooperative Extension staff.
Interested Wisconsin residents should contact their
local county Extension office to make arrangements to
borrow from the Media Collection.

The dairy skill-a-thon upgrades were made possible
through funding provided by the 4-H Dairy
Endowment Fund and the James W. Crowley Dairy
Management Extension Fund.

AgrAbility Clients Report Higher Productivity And
Income

A recently study confirmed that an organization
founded to help farmers with disabilities keep farming
not only works, but also increases productivity and
income for a significant number of disabled farmers.

Thirty-five percent of respondents to the survey said
the help they got from “AgrAbility of Wisconsin,”
increased their financial return. Forty-four percent said
AgrAbility’s help led to an increase in productivity.

AgrAbility of Wisconsin provides education and
assistance to farmers with disabilities and has helped
about 1,200 people since it was founded in 1991. The
program, which operates in partnership with Easter
Seals Wisconsin and University of Wisconsin-
Extension, works directly with farmers to assess their
disabilities

and recommend adaptations or equipment that can
help keep them in business.

Some commonly recommended things are utility
vehicles to help farmers get around off-road on the
farm, added steps to make it easier to get into a
tractor, and automatic hitches for attaching equipment
without getting in and out of the tractor.

Several Eau Claire county farmers have received
assistance through AgrAbility over the past 15 years.

Respondents said AgrAbility’s assistance increased
their ability to do farm chores (55.7 percent), to
operate machinery (64.4 percent), perform
management functions (61.4 percent), and modify
machinery (62.8 percent). Between 20 and 30 percent
of respondent reported they were unable to do these
things.

Continued on page 3. ..
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Agrability Continued . . .
reported they were unable to do these things.

In Wisconsin, 116 of the 200 AgrAbility participants
who received questionnaires responded.
Respondents were 87 percent male and their
average age was 52. They

had been disabled because of a non-agricultural
health condition (44 percent), an agricultural incident
(45 percent), or a non-agricultural incident (10
percent).

To learn more about AgrAbility, go to the Web site at
http://www.bse.wisc.edu/agrability or contact our
office.

Industry Quality Assurance Programs
Continue To Grow

Two maijor players in Wisconsin’s livestock industry
continue to refine their producer quality assurance
programs.

The cattle industry’s quality assurance program is
fashioned after earlier work done in Nebraska and
other states. The Wisconsin program is a two year
certificate following a training session and an exam.
Your veterinarian needs to “sign off” on the program.
The cost of the training program is $15.00.

The recently announced Pork Quality Assurance
Program(PQA Plus is also a voluntary program
developed to maintain consumer confidence in pork
safety and the industry’s animal care practices.

Extension personnel and veterinarians are currently
attending training programs nationwide to prepare for
the new program that went into effect June 1, 2007.
Contact our office for information on these two quality
assurance programs.

UW-Extension Weed Doctors receive award for
their innovative exhibit at Farm Technology Days

If you think weeds are useless, think again. Giant
weeds have made people winners in the annual
Biggest Wisconsin Weed Contest at Farm
Technology Days. Recently, the sponsors of the
weed contest have been honored for their innovative
exhibit.

University of Wisconsin-Extension weed scientists
encourage people to visit their display at Farm
Technology Days by inviting them to bring weeds to
enter in the contest. The Weed Doctors, a team of
UW-Extension weed scientists, have received an
award for their exhibit at the 2006 Farm Technology
Days.

The team of Chris Boerboom and Jed Colquhoun,
UW-Extension weed scientists, Jerry Doll, emeritus
UW-Extension weed scientist, and several county
agents

received the 2006 Donald R. Peterson Technology
Transfer Award. The award recognizes outstanding
effectiveness in improving public understanding of
new technological advancements; new management
tools, processes, or concepts; or contemporary
agriculture and natural resources issues via an
exhibit at Wisconsin Farm Technology Days.

The Weed Doctors exhibit included a contest with
daily prizes for the biggest weed brought in each day
of Farm Technology Days. The “donated” weeds
remained on display at the exhibit. UW-Extension
weed specialists were also available to identify and
answer questions about weeds and provide
recommendations to improve weed management.

Visit the 2007 Wisconsin Farm Technology Days in
Green County September 18-20.
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Keeping your lawn happy and healthy in summer

It's summertime, a great time for us to go outside and
enjoy our home landscapes! Unfortunately, not
everything in the backyard is happy now. In fact, our
lawns hate the heat.

Most lawns in Wisconsin begin to turn yellow and go
dormant in the summer heat. This is a natural way for
our lawns to survive.

It's okay—there is nothing wrong in letting your lawn
take a summer nap. You can take a break from lawn
care, too. You can both be happy.

But many of us don't like a yellow lawn in the summer.
For these persons, let’s talk about summer lawn care.

The first concern is watering. There’s an old trick to
see if your lawn is thirsty. Take a walk across your
lawn and look back at your tracks. If you can see your
footprints in the grass, the lawn needs a drink.

Lawns need one inch of water per week, either from
you or Mother Nature. It’s better to give your lawn a big
gulp of water, rather than a series of sips. Roots grow
where the water is. If you give the lawn a big gulp and
water deeply, you will develop a deep root system. On
the other hand, if you only sprinkle the surface of the
soil, you will create a shallow root system.

If you have a clay soil, apply the full inch of water all at
one time; but most of us in Eau Claire have a sandy
soil. These soils can’t hold a full inch of water. These
soils should receive a half-inch of water twice per week
when the lawn is dry.

Now you may be asking: How do | measure inches of
water?

Here’s how: Set up some containers around the lawn.
Keep the sprinkler going and measure the time it takes
until the proper amount of water falls into the
containers. Use this as your base time for future
watering.

Watering in the morning is best. The grass plants are
active and will absorb the water they need. Any extra
water will evaporate, keeping the grass blades dry and
preventing disease problems. Watering during the
middle of the day is not recommended, since much of
the water you apply will evaporate before the plants
absorb it. The worst time to water is during the
evening. In this case, water will sit on the blades all
night, leading to diseases.

Here are a few more ways to keep your lawn happy
this summer:

Your grass will be healthier and less thirsty if you let
your grass clippings fall to the ground. These
clippings will shade the soil surface, keeping it cool.

You should also mow your turf tall—the taller the
better. A tall turf will shade the soil, keeping it cool. A
taller turf naturally develops a deeper root system,
protecting your lawn against drought damage.

Avoid using weed killers on your lawn in the
summer. Herbicides add extra stress to lawns, which
are already under stress from the heat. You will have
better success at killing weeds in September.

Don’t burn the lawn with fertilizer. Yellowing lawns
do not need fertilizer; but if you irrigate all summer, a
light fertilization might be useful. Use about one-half
the suggested rate. Organic fertilizers (such as
Milorganite) are especially useful in summer since they
are less likely to burn the grass.

One last point. Watering the lawn is generally less
critical compared to watering other plants in your
landscape. The top priority should be young trees and
shrubs. Next in order comes the garden. The lowest
priorities are mature trees and the lawn since these
plants can tolerate drought better than other landscape
plants.
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Randy’s Rumors . ..

Randy Knapp, Chippewa County Agricultural Agent

What is going on with Milk Prices?
Ed Jesse and Bob Cropp

Class Ill milk prices in 2007 have averaged more
than $2 per hundredweight over their monthly
average from 2000 through 2006. The April
Class lll price announced earlier this month was
$16.09 compared to $10.93 in April 2006 and an
average of $12.42 for 2000-06. Cheese, butter
and dry whey prices through late May indicate a
Class Il price of at least $17.50 for May. And on
May 24, Class lll futures prices from May
through December ranged from $16.90
(December) to $19.68 (June). Using these fu-
tures quotes along with monthly prices reported
to date, the 2007 average annual Class Il price
would be $17.14. This would break the previous
record set in 2004 by $1.75.

What is causing these high and rising milk
prices? The quick answer is a general concern
that milk supplies will tighten considerably by
summer and remain tight through the rest of the
year. If domestic and export demand for dairy
products remains strong, prices will have to in-
crease to ration the milk supply. Traders are bid-
ding up commodity prices to acquire supplies
before anticipated supply shortages and even
higher prices occur. From January 1 through
May 24, CME block cheddar cheese prices
climbed from $1.29 to $1.80 per pound. CME
butter prices rose from $1.20 to $1.50 over the
same time. Nonfat dry milk prices (Central
States) are up more than 70 cents per pound,
and dry whey prices (Central) are nearly 30
cents per pound higher.

There is some justification for this concern. On
the supply side of the price equation, dairy farm-
ers are facing very high feed costs due primarily
to the ethanol boom and its effect on corn prices.
Higher feed costs are showing up in the milk-
feed price ratio, which was reported at 2.54 in
April. A milk-feed price ratio this low normally
suggests low profitability and a contraction in the
milk supply. Dairy farmers are altering rations to
accommodate higher feed costs, resulting in less

milk per cow than predicted by trend.

On the demand side, commercial use of dairy
products has been strong so far in 2007. For the
3-month period December 2006 though February
2007, commercial disappearance (fat basis) was
up 2.8 percent over last year. Demand has been
buttressed, in part, by larger exports of cheese,
dry whey and nonfat dry milk in the first quarter
of 2007.

While there is some evidence that milk markets
may be tight during the remainder of the year,
there are also some signs that milk prices may
be overheating; that the higher prices expected
by most futures market traders may not material-
ize.

At least so far, markets for primary commodities
have not shown much tightening. April 30
cheese stocks were reported at 881.5 million
pounds, nearly 6 percent above year-earlier lev-
els. Butter stocks for the same date were 245.5
million pounds, 8 percent above last year.
Through March, U.S. cheese production was up
4.5 percent over 2006 and butter production was
about even with last year.

U.S. milk production does not appear to be ta-
pering off in response to higher feed costs. The
April NASS milk production report showed milk
volume 1.6 percent above April 2006. The U.S.
dairy cow herd was 0.5 percent larger than a
year ago. The year-over-year production gain in
April compared to March and February gains of
1.2 and 0.6 percent, respectively, suggesting
that milk production is picking up, not tapering
off.

While demand is currently strong, higher retail
prices for dairy products will dampen sales. The
record high milk prices of 2004 slowed growth in
commercial disappearance to only 0.6 percent.
Fluid milk sales were down more than1 billion
pounds.



Page 6

UW-Extension Farm & Field

June-July 2007

So will futures market prices hold? Maybe, maybe
not. The biggest unknown is milk supply. Year-
over-year increases so far this year have been
modest. But with higher milk prices and declining
corn prices since March, the milk-feed ratio will
likely to increase to over 3.0 this summer, the level
normally associated with expanded milk
production. There are plenty of heifers to support
an increase in cow numbers, and higher milk
prices will stimulate feeding for greater milk yields,
bumping milk production per cow.

Another big unknown is nonfat dry milk/skim milk
powder. Powder prices are expected to remain
firm at record high levels through the year and into
2008. This should trigger a movement of milk from
cheese vats to dryers, but that has not happened
so far. In fact, March production of nonfat dry milk
was down 9 percent from last year, and skim milk
powder was down 53 percent. Apparently, the
large milk requirements of giant new cheese plants
in Texas and New Mexico along with fixed
processing margins for powder are preventing
reallocation of milk from cheese to powder.

Given the uncertainty about 2007 milk prices, what
should producers do to reduce risk? Many dairy
farmers are leery of locking in even very good
prices in 2007 because they “left money on the
table” in 2004. That's understandable, but 2007 is
not 2004. In 2004, a host of factors combined to
cause a rapid increase in milk prices (followed by
a rapid decline). In 2007, high corn prices are the
dominant factor leading to an expected shortfall in
milk production and anticipated higher milk prices.
Tight powder markets are also elevating milk
prices, but whey prices — which have had a strong
positive effect on Class Ill milk prices — appear to
have topped out.

We would urge producers to consider pricing at
least part of their expected production at the high
summer and fall prices offered by Class IlI
contracts. Keep an eye on USDA crop reports. If
the 10 percent increase in corn plantings forecast
by the latest planting intentions report hold and
weather is favorable to corn yields, then the
ethanol-induced spike in corn prices will be short-
lived, and milk prices could follow corn prices.
Don’t look at maximizing price; look at locking in a

Monthly Class lll Milk Prices
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Jerry Jargon

Jerry Clark
Chippewa County Soil & Crops Educator
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FUNGICIDE APPLICATIONS ON CORN

Some corn growers are considering using
fungicides on corn this year due to market price of
corn; increased corn-on-corn acreage, which
increases foliar disease risk; and marketing of
fungicide products. Although some of these
factors may be good reasons to consider
purchasing a corn fungicide, additional factors
should be considered: the disease susceptibility
of your hybrid; the weather (i.e., has conducive
weather, namely rainfall and humidity, been
present); and, most importantly, your scouting
observations.

Scouting observations are very important and can
be used to help make fungicide decisions. Below
are some fungicide guidelines based on scouting
observations.

* Susceptible or moderately susceptible hybrids.
A fungicide application should be considered if
the disease is present on the third leaf below the
ear or higher on 50% of the plants before
tasseling.

- Intermediate hybrids. A fungicide application
should be considered if conditions and factors are
favorable for disease. These include: a history of
problems with gray leaf spot or other disease; the
previous crop was corn and at least 35% surface
residue; disease is present on the third leaf below
the ear leaf or higher on 50% of the plants before
tasseling; the weather is warm and humid through
July and August.

« Moderately resistant or resistant hybrids. A
fungicide application is generally not
recommended, but field scouting is still important.
Prophylactic fungicide applications without
scouting observations that favor an application

are less likely to provide a yield benefit, and there
are potential secondary adverse effects of
applying an unwarranted fungicide, including the
development of fungicide resistance.

Two types of fungicides being used on corn are
chemistries known as the “strobilurins”. Some
fungicides, like Headline and Quadris, contain
only a strobilurin component; other fungicides,
like Stratego and Quilt, contain a strobilurin
component plus propiconazole, which is from
another fungicide chemistry known as the
“triazoles”. The strobilurin fungicides have been
characterized as being at high risk for the
development of resistance, and resistance has
been documented in several fungal pathogens
that cause diseases of different crops.

Some of the same factors that encouraged the
development of glyphosate herbicide-resistance
in the “weeds world” may also encourage the
development of strobilurin fungicide-resistant
pathogens in the “disease world”.

To reduce the risk of fungicide resistance
development, follow these practices:

1. Apply a fungicide only when it is warranted.
Use IPM practices, and base fungicide
applications on good scouting observations.
Observe recommended fungicide rates.
Applying a fungicide at a sublethal rate can
increase the risk of fungicide resistance
development.

Mix or alternate fungicides with different
modes of action.

Do not make back-to-back applications of
fungicides with the same mode of action.
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