
 
 

Good Day!! 
 
This year’s harvest season seems to be 
longer than most.  I estimate  we have just 
over 50% of the county’s corn crop har-
vested as of November 21.  Some of the de-
lay has been caused by rainy cold conditions 
in recent weeks.  Today’s lower corn prices 
may have slowed harvest a bit as well hop-
ing not to have to purchase any LP gas for 
grain drying. 
 
If you are interested in the economics of 
crop production, try to attend the 2009 Crop 
Decisions Series that started on November 
7.  Upcoming sessions will focus on corn hy-
brids, nitrogen rates, insect management 
and other key topics.  Call the office if you 
have questions. 
 
Private Pesticide Applicator Training infor-
mation is found in the newsletter as well as 
information on a number of other topics.  
Please take the time to read the information 
and attend educational programs that meet 
your needs. 
 
Have a safe harvest season!! 
 
 
 “Continue to Farm Smarter” 
 
 
Mahlon Peterson 
Mahlon Peterson 
UW-Extension Agricultural Agent 
 
mahlon.peterson@ces.uwex.edu 
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December 
3     Corn Hybrid Selection Work-

shop 
3     Nutrient Management session 
4     UW-Extension Soil, Water and 

Nutrient Management Update - 
Expo Center 

10    Nutrient Management session 
11    Nutrient Management session 
13    2009 County Fair Beef Weigh-

in 
17    Nutrient Management session 
18    Nutrient Management session 
19 Selecting Economical Nitrogen  

Rates 
24 Christmas Eve—Office 

Closes at Noon 
25    Merry Christmas—Office 

Closed 
 
January 
1     News Years Day—Office 

Closed 
7     Western Wisconsin Ag Lenders 

Conference - UW Stout 
8     Agronomy Seed Update - Holi-

day Inn, Campus 
10    PAT training session at Ag & 

Resource Center in Altoona 
10    Chippewa Valley Forage Coun-

cil Banquet at Connell’s II — 
Chippewa Valley Airport 

14    Dairy Road Show at 29 Pines 
16-17    Wisconsin Outstanding 

Young Farmer Program at 
Downtown Ramada Inn 

21    Holstein Steer Meeting at 
Ruby’s in Bloomer 

29    PAT training session at Peo-
ple’s Bank - Bloomer 

 
Please call our office for more de-
tails, registration information, etc.  

Midwest Manure Summit 2 

2009 Private Applicator 
Training 

2 

Chippewa Valley Forage 
Council Annual Meeting 

2 

Poinsettias 3 

Calf Management 4-5 

Crop Pricing 6 

  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Calendar 

For more Extension Information go to our website: 
www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/eauclaire/ 

Farm & Field  
Chippewa Valley Agriculture Newsletter 

Eau Claire County—(715) 839-4712 
Mahlon Peterson – Agriculture Agent 
Erin LaFaive—Horticultural Educator                    

Chippewa County—(715) 726-7950 
Randy Knapp – Agriculture Agent 
Jerry Clark – Crops & Soils Educator  

The staff of the Eau 
Claire County 
Extension Office 
wishes you and your 
family a safe and  
happy holiday and a 
prosperous New 
Year! 
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Something To  
     Chew On . . . 

 
Mahlon Peterson Ag Agent 
Eau Claire County 

Midwest Manure Summit Scheduled for 
March at Lambeau Field 
  

The 2009 Midwest Manure Summit is a 
conference for any agriculture producers or agri-
business professionals interested in manure 
handling and storage.  Dealing with manure is a 
challenge for any farming operation, and it's time 
to start using new technologies to best utilize and 
dispose of this waste.  Experts from across the 
world will be with us to address manure handling 
challenges and alternatives.   
 
UW-Extension invites you to join producers and 
professionals from across the Midwest on March 
24 and 25 at the Lambeau Field Atrium, home of 
the legendary Green Bay Packers.  These two 
days will be filled with speakers, discussions, and 
new ideas that can be adapted to farms of any 
size.  More details will be available soon. 
 
2009 Private Pesticide Applicator 
Training Sessions Start January 10 
 
Five PAT sessions have been scheduled in the Chippewa-
Eau Claire area for the season.  Certification is 
required if you plan to purchase and use 
restricted use agricultural pesticides in 2009 and 
beyond. 
 
There is a $30 certification fee, which includes 
the cost of the materials and the training.  
Materials should be picked up at our office at 
least two weeks in advance of the session you 
plan to attend. 
 
The dates and locations include: 
 
Saturday, January 10 – Eau Claire County Ag & 
Resource Center in Altoona 
  
Thursday, January 29 – People’s State Bank in 
Bloomer 
 
 

Thursday, February 5 – River Country Plaza in 
Cadott  
 
Thursday, February 19 – Unity Bank in Augusta 
Thursday, March 19 – Chippewa County 
Courthouse in Chippewa Falls 
 
All meetings run from 9:30 am until 3:00 pm.  
Lunch is on your own! 
 
You can also take the test, without attending an 
educational session, by calling our office at least 
two days in advance to schedule an 
appointment..  Special exams are also available 
for Greenhouse and Nursery and Fruit Crops, but 
those materials must be ordered through 
Madison at least one month in advance of the 
training date.  Please call if you have any questions.   
 
  

Chippewa Valley Forage Council 
Annual Meeting is January 10 at 
Connell’s II 
 
The Chippewa Valley Forage Council Annual 
Meeting will be held on Saturday, January 10 at 
Connell’s II at the Chippewa Valley Regional 
Airport.  Social time will begin at 7:15 PM 
followed by the meal at 7:45 PM. 
 
The annual business meeting will be held and 
new Board of Director members will be elected.  
The cost for the meal is $20.00 per person.  
Reservations should be made prior to January 5 
by calling our office at 715.839.4712. 
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Greenhouse Gossip . . .  
    Erin LaFaive  
    Eau Claire County Horticulture Educator 

A brightly-colored poinsettia is 
one of the most brilliant 
decorations of the holiday 
season. With a little care, you 
can keep your poinsettia 
blooming well into the new 
year. Here's how ... 

First, keep your poinsettia in a 
bright, sunny location. Without 
bright light, the colorful bracts 
and green leaves lose their 
luster and dry out quickly. In a 
good spot, they'll retain their 
color for months. 

Originally a Mexican 
wildflower, poinsettias do best 
with temperatures in the 
sixties. Extended periods of 
higher temperatures will 
shorten the life of the bracts. 
Extended periods of cooler 
temperatures will encourage 
root rot. Don't let any part of 
the plant touch cold windows. 

Poinsettias do not tolerate 
drafts so keep them away from 
radiators, air registers, fans, 
open windows and doorways. 
If possible, place your 
poinsettia in a cooler room at 
night to extend the blooming 
time. A nighttime temperature 
of 55 to 60 degrees is ideal. 

Examine the soil regularly and 
water only when it feels dry. 
Always water enough to soak 

the soil to the bottom of the 
pot and discard the excess 
water. 

Don't let your poinsettia sit in 
water or it will suffer from root 
rot. Poke a few holes in the foil, 
if it came wrapped in foil, to 
avoid this problem. 

Fertilize your poinsettia to keep 
it in good shape. Use a soluble 
houseplant fertilizer and feed 
the plant once or twice a 
month, following 
manufacturers' 
recommendations. 

From late winter to early 
spring, sides shoots will 
develop below the bracts and 
grow above the old flowering 
stems. To have a well-shaped 
plant the following year, cut 
each of the old flowering stems 
and branches back to about 6 
inches in height. Leave one to 
three leaves on each of the old 
stems or branches. Trimming 
the plant will stimulate new 
growth from the buds located 
at the base of each leaf stem. 
Trimming is usually done in 
March. 

Keep the plant in a sunny 
window at room temperature. 
Water as needed and fertilize 
on a regular basis all spring. 

If the plant is too large for the 
old pot, repot it in spring. After 
the danger of frost is over and 
night temperatures exceed 50 
degrees, sink the poinsettia pot 
to the rim in the ground in a 
well-drained, slightly shaded 
spot outdoors. 

Between July 15 and August 1, 
prune the side shoots to about 
four inches, again leaving 
about one to three leaves on 
each shoot. Water and fertilize 
regularly. 

Take your poinsettia plant 
indoors at night before night 
temperatures dip into the 
forties. 

Poinsettia’s 



Randy’s Rumors . . . 
Randy Knapp,  Chippewa County Agricultural  Agent 
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Jerry Jargon 
Jerry Clark 
Chippewa County  Soil & Crops Educator 



Eau Claire County UW-Extension Office 
227 1st Street W 
Altoona WI  54720 

Farm & Field Newsletter 
Chippewa Valley Agriculture Newsletter 

A newsletter designed to meet the needs of farmers and agribusiness professionals 
 in Eau Claire and Chippewa Counties. 

Published monthly by the Eau Claire County Extension Office, Altoona, Wisconsin  

An EEO/Affirmative Action employer University of Wisconsin-Extension provides equal opportunities 
in employment and programming including Title IX and ADA requirements. 
 
Requests for reasonable accommodations for disabilities or limitations should be made prior to the date 
of the program or activity for which it is needed.  Please do so as early as possible prior to the program 
or activity so that proper arrangements can be made.  Requests will be kept confidential. 


