
 

Having unwanted medications 

around the home also presents 

a danger to children who could 

accidentally ingest the drugs. 

Survey results from the Eau 

Claire event indicate 98 percent 

of respondents want a 

permanent collection program. 

Members of the Prescription 

Drug Work Group, chaired by 

Julie Keown-Bomar, UW-

Extension, have worked for 

more than nine months 

gathering data, evaluating 

collection options, and 

garnering local support and 

funding for a permanent 

collection program. The group 

hopes to have collection 

containers at law enforcement 

sites across the county in the 

early fall of 2009. 
 

Please see page 6 for a complete 
listing of participating agencies & 
organizations. 

 

County-wide medicine 

collection events held on May 

16 in Augusta and Eau Claire 

exceeded expectations by 

taking in more than 1,000 

pounds of unwanted 

medicine. Organizers were 

pleased at the overwhelming 

response from concerned 

citizens who took advantage 

of this new and safe disposal 

option. 

Participants donated $641 the 

day of the events and Luther 

Midelfort, Sacred Heart and 

Oakleaf hospitals contributed 

a total of $2,500 to the 

prescription drug collection 

efforts. Volunteers including 

Augusta AARP members, 

UW-Eau Claire students and 

planning group members 

worked to insure safe traffic 

flow and the collection and 

sorting of the unwanted 

medications. The collected 

medicine transported to the 

La Crosse Solid Waste 

Department with the 

oversight of the Eau Claire 

County Sheriff’s Department. 

The waste will then be 

transported to Illinois for 

incineration. 

If flushed down the toilet or 

drain, these medications can 

contaminate water supplies 

and harm wildlife. Unwanted 

medicine disposed in the 

trash or left sitting in cabinets 

and drawers can be stolen 

and abused. Fourteen deaths 

from overdoses have 

occurred locally in the last 

three years as a result of 

prescription drug abuse. 

On April 27, Kristin Anderl 

joined the Extension Office 

staff as the full time Office 

Associate 2.  Kristin comes to 

us with a wide variety of 

office experience.  Most 

recently she was the 

Customer Relations Specialist 

for the Continuing Education 

Credit Department at 

Lorman Education Services.  

Please welcome her the next 

time you are in our office. 
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Welcome to Kristin Anderl, New Office Associate 

 

Surveys results 

from the 

Medicine 

Collection 

Events held May 

16 in Augusta 

and Eau Claire 

indicate 98% of 

respondents 

want a 

permanent 

collection 

program.  
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Food Share Utilization is Up 
improve the well-being of our 

most vulnerable population. The 

Hunger Prevention Coalition 

(HPC) of Eau Claire County 

coordinates many of these 

efforts.  Nancy Coffey is chair of 

the Coalition.   

To reduce hunger, HPC partners 

(including: AmeriCorps *VISTA, 

St. Francis Food Pantry, City-

County Health Department, 

UWEC student volunteers and 

UW-Extension) assisted pantry 

patrons to access Food Share at 

St. Francis Food Pantry.  From 

February to May 2009, six UWEC 

students volunteered over 50 

hours to the project. Twenty-

four households were assisted 

and sixteen households were 

eligible to enroll in Food Share. A 

manual has been created to 

The US Census American 

Community Survey indicates 

our county poverty rate 

increased from 10.9% in 2000 

to 13% in 2008. Currently, as 

we struggle through the 

recession, making ends meet is 

becoming even more difficult 

for those in poverty.  Area 

Food Share data shows 

increased utilization as the 

poverty rate has increased. 

Chippewa/Eau Claire area 

combined data from early 2007 

to early 2009 indicates a 41% 

increase in the average monthly 

number of Food Share 

recipients (09 WI Poverty Report, 

Institute for Research on Poverty). 

Community government, non-

profit and faith-based 

organizations partner to 

continue this outreach project 

in the fall. If you would like to 

volunteer call Nancy at 839-

4712.   

HPC is also coordinating with 

Jeff and Analisa DeGrave, 

UWEC faculty members, to 

create a food assistance road 

map to link residents of low 

income to available food 

resources.   

You can also help.  Do you 

have excess garden produce?  If 

you would like to share the 

bounty from your family garden, 

please contact St. Francis Food 

Pantry, 839-7706 or Dawn who 

coordinates the Augusta Pantry 

at 286-2223(w) or 286-2007(h). 

Wisconsin Nutrition Education Program (WNEP) 
Receives 2008 Community Television Impact Award 
On February 5, 2009, Nancy 

Coffey, Pamela Warren-Armstrong 

and Joy Weisner from the 

Wisconsin Nutrition Education 

Program (WNEP) received the 

2008 Community Television Impact 

Award for Best Series by an 

Organization. 

WNEP staff partnered with the Eau 

Claire Area School District Career 

Development Center Alternative 

High School and Longfellow Elementary 

School to produce cooking shows on 

Community TV.  The students love to 

run the cameras and produce the 

shows.  They gain cooking skills and 

confidence to share their skills with 

others.   

Watch Community Television's Cable 

Channel 993 (analog 96) to see 

students in action preparing a breakfast 

burrito, fruit smoothie, meatloaf , Asian 

noodles and beef, chicken with mixed 

veggies over 

biscuits, village 

soup and many 

more! 

 

Chippewa/Eau 

Claire County 

combined data 

indicates a 41% 

increase in the 

number of  

Food Share 

recipients from  

2007 to 2009. 

(above):  WNEP staff members are: 
Joy Weisner, Nancy Coffey and 
Pamela Warren-Armstrong. 



  Success of the Community Gardens 
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All 79 plots at the Jeffers Road 

Community Garden site were 

rented this year before June. 

This is the first time in eight 

years the office has seen this 

type of success.  

At the end of the growing 

season a survey will be sent out 

audiences through work with 

community gardening activities 

and educational programs.  

Support will be provided for 

gardens at the Bolton Refuge 

House, North River Front, 

McDonough Park, and Session 

Street Apartments. Participants 

in community gardening 

projects learn about gardening 

and the importance of eating a 

healthy diet.  

Erin LaFaive was approved to 

host a full time AmeriCorps 

VISTA Associate this summer 

through the Western District 

Extension Office. Out of ten 

applicants, Wendy Sandstrom 

was chosen.  

In cooperation with the 

Wisconsin Nutrition Educators, 

Horticulture Educator, Eau 

Claire County Master 

Gardeners, and other 

community partners, Wendy 

will reach Eau Claire County 

AmeriCorps VISTA Member Will Assist with Gardens 
What is AmeriCorps VISTA? 

AmeriCorps VISTA is a federally funded 

program designed specifically to fight poverty.  

VISTA members commit to serve full-time for 

a year at a nonprofit organization or local 

government agency with projects such as 

working to fight illiteracy, improving health 

services and strengthening community groups.   

For more information go to their website 

www.americorps.gov.  

Community Gardens Sell Out 

  Community Gardens Amended & Planted 
Community Gardens at Bolton 

Refuge House, North River 

Front, McDonough Park, and 

Session Street Apartments 

were amended with compost to 

ensure continued success of the 

WNEP and horticulture 

programming. All plants and 

seeds are in the ground for the 

growing season! The success of 

these gardens was made possible 

through partnership with 

Chippewa Valley Growers, 

Kempen’s Landscaping, Kopp’s 

Growing Grounds, The Potting 

Shed, and the ECAMGV 

Association. 

Thank you to our community 

partners! 

The North River Front garden 
(pictured above) and other 
community gardens are made 
possible through partnerships. 

to renters to determine why 

they chose this year and what 

can be done to improve upon 

the gardens. 
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The 2007 Census of Agriculture indicates 

more than 3,100 Wisconsin farms have 

hogs in inventory with hog sales of over 

100 million dollars.  To address the current 

educational needs of this industry, UW-

Extension recently organized a State Swine 

Program Team.  Mahlon Peterson, Eau 

Claire County agriculture agent, has been 

appointed as the Interim State Swine 

Specialist and program team leader.  

Peterson, who has been with Extension for 

22 years, was selected due to his unique 

training and experience in swine 

production.  Along with Peterson, 

agriculture agents from four other counties 

will make up the swine program team.   

The State Swine Program Team will focus 

on educating swine producers on industry 

standards such as improving animal care and 

food safety.  The United States Pork 

industry has been proactive in establishing 

standards for pork production and many 

hog slaughtering plants will soon be 

requiring on-farm site assessments.  The 

Swine Program Team will be working with 

the Wisconsin Pork Association to develop 

a program to conduct on-farm site 

assessments.   

The temporary reassignment of Peterson’s 

duties began on July 1, 2009 and will continue 

for two years.  Peterson will provide 80 

percent of his time as the agriculture agent, 

and 20 percent as the state swine specialist, 

as well as maintain his co-department head 

responsibilities.  As part of this plan, a 

percentage of Peterson’s salary will be 

reinvested in an agriculture educator position 

to work in the Extension Office in Peterson’s 

absence.  This position will be responsible to 

the Extension Education Committee and 

UW-Extension through the Western District 

office, with Peterson providing day-to-day 

oversight and guidance.  UW-Extension will 

cover the cost of recruiting and hiring the 

academic staff position. 

Please feel free to contact us if you have any 

questions or need further information.  We 

will be glad to provide you with position 

descriptions for both the interim state swine 

specialist and agriculture educator.  

Peterson to Lead State Swine Program Team 

(above)  Eau Claire 

County Agriculture 

Agent, Mahlon 

Peterson, has been 

appointed as the 

Interim State Swine 

Specialist to lead  

the newly formed 

State Swine Program 

Team.  

  Grants Awarded for Sustainability Programming 

environmentally sustainable lifestyle. 

Typically an EcoTeam is five or six 

households (office colleagues, 

roommates, etc.) meeting 7 times over 

a 4 month period and use a step-by-

step workbook.  Choosing from a 

series of practical actions, the team 

supports one another to 

reduce waste, use less water 

and energy, buy "eco-wise” 

products and encourage 

others to get involved.  

More than increasing awareness, the 

EcoTeam program enables people to 

change the way they live. 

To learn more about EcoTeams or to 

join an EcoTeam, please contact Erin 

LaFaive at the Eau Claire County 

Extension office at (715) 839-4712. 

 A $7500 grant was awarded to 

Erin LaFaive, horticulture 

educator, through the Wisconsin 

Environmental Education Board. 

In addition, LaFaive was awarded 

a $958 Extension Western 

District Innovative Grant. Both of 

these funds will be used for the 

EcoTeam programming in Eau Claire 

County.   

EcoTeam was started in the early 

1990s by the Empowerment Institute 

and is used all over the U.S. to get 

individuals to create a more 

Grant will allow Eau Claire County residents to 

learn practical ways to lead a more environmentally 

sustainable lifestyle through “EcoTeams.” 
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Exhibit Your Talents at the 
Eau Claire County Fair 

models, foods and food 

preservation, cake decorating, 

sewing, knitting, crocheting, 

tatting, quilting and senior 

citizens.     

Entry information and materials 

are available from the Eau Claire 

County Extension Office, 227 1st 

Street West in Altoona.   

To receive information and an 

entry form, call 839-4712 or go 

on-line to http://www.uwex.edu/

ces/cty/eauclaire/4h/

activities.html#fair.  

The public is invited to 

participate as exhibitors at this 

year’s Eau Claire County Fair.  

Folks of any age are invited to 

bring their work for evaluation, 

recognition and exhibition in 

open classes at this annual 

family and community focused 

event. 

The fair offers opportunities to 

showcase your handwork and 

skills in all of the following 

areas:  gardening, flowers and 

houseplants, arts and crafts, 

photography, woodworking, 

Entries will be accepted 
until 7:00 PM on July 30.   

Please call the Eau Claire 

County Extension Office at 

(715) 839-4712 if you have 

questions or need further 

information about this or any of 

the other events at the Eau 

Claire County Fair.   

The 2009 fair runs from July 29 

– August 2 at the Eau Claire 

County Exposition Center 

which is located on Lorch 

Avenue.  There is no admission 

fee and parking is free.  

We Pledge Our Hands (and Paws) 
to Larger Service 

Public Adventures, the 4-H 

curriculum which focuses on 

developing active citizens, helps 

youth explore the concept of 

the “public good”.  Youth are 

encouraged to identify their 

interests and passions, and then  

look for ways to use their 

interests to contribute to the 

public good.  This is based on 

the knowledge that most 

successful community building 

and service projects are tackled 

by those who use the energy 

and enthusiasm they have for 

their personal passions to work 

for outcomes that will benefit 

others, as well as themselves.   

On June 13, 4-H members put 

their passion for dogs to work 

to plan and conduct a Canine 

Carnival.  This carnival, which 

drew more than 500 people 

and more than 250 dogs, 

benefited the community in 

several ways – it provided a fun, 

educational event for the 

general public, raised money for 

Bob’s House - a local dog foster 

care and adoption facility and 

helped the 4-H dog project 

members who were involved, 

increase their leadership skills, service 

ethic and connection to the 

community. 

To learn more about 4-H, contact 

Katy Forsythe at 839-4712.  If you 

would like to learn more about Bob’s 

House for Dogs visit their website at 

www.bobshousefordogs.org. 

Eau Claire 

County Fair -  

July 29- August 2 

Eau Claire County 

Expo Center 

located on Lorch 

Ave, west of 

Highway 93. 

(above): 4-H Dog Project members present the 
Quella family with a check for Bob’s House - a 
foster care and adoption center for dogs.  



Eau Claire County Extension Office 

227 1st Street West 

Altoona, WI  54720 

Phone: 715.839.4712 

Fax: 715.839.6277 

Open Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Extension Staff 
Mahlon Peterson……………..Co-Dept. Head/Agricultural Agent 
Julie Keown-Bomar…………Co-Dept. Head/Family Living Agent 
Katy Forsythe………………………………...….4-H & Youth Agent 
Mary Cork…………………………………....4-H Program Assistant 
Erin LaFaive………………………………....Horticulture Educator 
Nancy Coffey…………………………………....WNEP Coordinator 
Pamela Warren-Armstrong……………….……..WNEP Educator 
Joy Weisner………………………………………….WNEP Educator 
Karen Blaeser……………………………...Administrative Assistant 
Kristin Anderl………..……………………………....Office Associate 
Nikki Jackson…………………………………………Office Associate 
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Participating Agencies and 
Organizations 

Pharmaceutical Drug Work Group,  
Eau Claire County 

 

Eau Claire County Planning Department 

City of Eau Claire/Utilities 

Eau Claire County Board of Supervisors 

Luther Midelfort 

Sacred Heart 

Interested Citizens 

Eau Claire City-County Health Dept 

Eau Claire County UW- Extension Office 

Eau Claire County Land Conservation 

Restorative Justice 

Eau Claire County Safety Coordinator 

Aging and Disability Resource Center 

Eau Claire Coalition for Youth 

Chippewa Valley Free Clinic 

Eau Claire City Attorney’s Office 

 

2009 Free Summer Food Programs  
for Children Ages 18 Years & Younger 
 

• Boys & Girls Club, 201 Lake St, Eau Claire 
Monday-Friday, June 15 - August 28 (closed July 3) 
Breakfast: 8:00-9:00 AM;  Lunch 11:30 AM-12:30 PM 
 

• Longfellow Elementary, 512 Balcom St, Eau Claire 
Monday-Thursday, June 15 - July 16 (closed July 2 & 3) 
Breakfast: 8:00-8:45 AM;  Lunch 11:45-12:15 PM 
 

• The Salvation Army  
Bagged lunches for children distributed at 
Pederson Elementary Playground 
1827, Bartlett Ave, Altoona 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 11:30 AM-12:00 PM 
June 16-August 20 (closed June 30 & July 2) 
 

• Weekend Kids’ Meal Program Sponsored by Feed My People Food Bank 
Bagged breakfasts and lunches for weekends for pick up at: 

Boys & Girls Club, Fridays, June 15-August 28 
 

and  
 

Longfellow Elementary, Northwoods Elementary,       
Putnam Heights Elementary, Sam Davey Elementary 

Thursdays, June 15-July 16 

 

Master Gardener Plant Sale 
The Eau Claire Area Master Gardeners are 

hosting their annual plant sale on August 15th at 

the Eau Claire Expo Center. This is one of their 

biggest fundraisers to support horticulture and 

environmental education efforts in the county.  

 

To the many volunteers who 
donate their time and talent 
to Eau Claire County 
Extension Programs. 
 

“Never doubt that a small, group of 
thoughtful, committed citizens can 
change the world.  Indeed, it is the 
only thing that ever has.” 

 
Margaret Mead 


