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GREEN COUNTY  

 

AGRI - NEWS  

Calendar of Events: April ðJune 2009 

  

March  

 26 7:00 PM South Central WI Master Gardener Association Mtg. How to Make and Use a Rain  

Barrel, presented by Rock Prairie Master Gardener Association 

April    

31-2  WI Public Service Farm Show, EEA Grounds, Oshkosh, WI   

 4 9:00ðNoon Green County Fair Swine Weigh-in, Green County Fairgrounds, Monroe 

15 7:30 PM Green County Beef Producers Meeting, Auditorium, G.S.B., Monroe 

18 9:00ðNoon Wisconsin State Fair Swine Identification; Janesville, Stoughton, Lancaster 

23 7:00 PM South Central (Green County) Wisconsin Master Gardener Association Meeting,  

Tour of Abraham Woods, Oliver Rd, Albany  

25 9:00ðNoon Wisconsin State Fair Swine Identification,  Arlington Agriculture Research Station ï 
Arlington, WI  

28 7:30 PM Green County Sheep Producers Meeting, Auditorium, G.S.B., Monroe 

May  

2 9:00 AMðNoon South Central WI Master Gardeners Association, Plant Sale, Auditorium, GSB 

2 10:00ðNoon Green County Fair 4-H & FFA Sheep ID, Green County Fairgrounds, Monroe 

15 4-7 PM Clean Sweep Hazardous Collection, Brooklyn Town Hall (see attached brochure) 

16 7AMï Noon Clean Sweep Hazardous Collection, City of Monroe Garage (see attached brochure) 

20 7:30 PM Green County Beef Producers Meeting, Auditorium, G.S.B., Monroe 

28 7:00 PM South Central (Green County) Wisconsin Master Gardener Association Meeting,  

Auditorium, Government Services Building (GSB), Monroe 

26 7:30 PM Green County Sheep Producers Mtg, Government Services Building (GSB), Monroe 

30 6:00ð10:00 AM Green County Dairy Breakfast on the Farm; Brugger Dairy Farm, N4611 Rechsteiner 

Road, Monroe  

June   

21 9:00 AM Green County Dairy Day Cattle Show, Green County Fairgrounds, Monroe 

23  District IV Black & White Show , Green County Fairgrounds, Monroe 

23 7:30 PM Green County Sheep Producers Meeting, Auditorium, G.S.B., Monroe 

25 7:00 PM South Central (Green County) Wisconsin Master Gardener Association Meeting,  

Allen Centennial Gardens, Madison 

25 8:00 PM Mandatory Green County Fair Meat Animal Auction Meeting, Amphitheater, Green 

County Fairgrounds, Monroe (Barn 7 in case of rain) 
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The new 2007 Agriculture Census data reveals that 

agriculture is still a very important economic force in 

Green County.  It includes hundreds of family owned 

farms, related businesses and industries that provide 

equipment, services and other products farmers need to 

process, market and deliver food and fiber to consum-

ers.  The production, sales and processing of Green 

Countyôs farm products generates employment, eco-

nomic activity, income and tax revenue. 

 

According to the Agriculture Census data from 2007 

the number of farms in Green County actually in-

creased by 44 since 2002 to a current total of 1,534.  

Only 334 of these farms are now dairy farms as com-

pared to 20 years ago when we had 575 dairy farms in 

the county.    

 

The reason farm numbers have gone up in the county is 

due to the increase in the number of hobby farms.  The 

USDA defines a farm as any unit that has more than 

$1,000 in gross sales.  This means that an owner of a 

house in the country that has 10 acres of crop ground 

that is rented out is counted as a farm, just like a pro-

duction farm with 500 acres.  In fact, 688 (45%) of the 

Green County farms had gross sales of less than $5,000 

while 29% of the farms had sales of over $100,000.   

 

The average farm size in Green County was down 

about 3% from 2002 and is now at 200 acres.  The total 

amount of land in Green County that is used for crop-

land and pastures is still a little over 80% according to 

the 2007 Census. 

 

The census lists 749 of farm owners as having farming 

as their primary occupation, while the other 785 of the 

farm owners are listed as having some other type of 

occupation.  This again illustrates the growth in the 

number of hobby farms where farming is not the pri-

mary occupation of many of the farmland owners in 

the county.  The average age for a Green County 

farmer has increased to 55.6 years as compared to 51.4 

years in 2002.  The majority of farmers (87.3%) are 

male; however, the number of females farmers in 

Green County increased by 41% from 2002. 

 

The county ranks in the top ten counties in the produc-

tion of corn, and alfalfa hay, and in the top 15 in soy-

beans, dairy production.  Even though Green County 

has slipped out of the top ten dairy counties in Wiscon-

sin it still ranks as the 50th largest dairy producing  

county in the United States out of 2,493 dairy produc-

ing counties. 

 

 

 

Green Countyôs agriculture provides approximately 

5,000 jobs.  That represents about 20% percent of 

Green Countyôs total workforce.  These jobs include 

farm owners, on-farm employees, veterinarians, 

crop and livestock consultants, feed and fuel suppli-

ers, cheese processors, farm machinery manufactur-

ers and dealers, farm builders and agricultural lend-

ers, just to name a few.  Every new job in agricul-

ture generates an additional 0.8 jobs in Green 

County. 

 

Green County agriculture generated $188 million in 

crop and livestock sales in 2007 with 71% coming 

from livestock and milk sales and 29% from crop 

sales.  The total value of farm production increased 

by 60% over 2002 levels.  This can mainly be attrib-

uted to the higher commodity prices we saw for 

milk and grain in 2007 as compared to 2002.   

 

The average gross income before expenses on Green 

County farms was $122,610 in 2007 up 56% from 

the 2002.  Again, this mainly attributed to the higher 

commodity prices received by farmers in 2007 as 

compared to 2002.  The average government pay-

ment for each farm in the county decreased by 41% 

from the 2002 levels.  The net farm income on 

Green County farms averaged $37,791 in 2007. 

 

Green County farmers purchased agricultural inputs 

and services totaling more than $143 million in 

2007 with most of that money spent in the county.  

Examples of farm purchases include fuel, trucks, 

fertilizer, feed, farm equipment, farm supplies, vet-

erinary and crop consultant services.  Most of this 

$143 million in farm purchases is spent within the 

county creating a great deal of economic activity for 

many of our county businesses. 

 

Dairy is still the largest part of Green Countyôs agri-

culture.  Milk sales accounted for 56% of the total 

agriculture sales for the county in 2007 at $104.7 

million.  Each dairy cow generates about $17,000 of 

economic activity, resulting in a total economic im-

pact of $527 million to the local Green County 

economy from our dairy industry.  Twenty-seven 

plants either manufacture or process dairy products 

in Green County, more than any other county in the 

state.  Green Countyôs on-farm milk production and 

dairy processing provide over 2,400 jobs locally.  

2007Ag Census Data for Green County  
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#1 Soil Test 
Nothing you do will have the potential to save 

money during high fertilizer price periods than to 

soil test.  This message is nearly as old as soil itself, 

but we continue to find many producers who for 

unknown reasons donôt place a high priority on soil 

testing.  It is impossible to make an informed deci-

sion about eliminating or reducing phosphorus (P) 

and potassium (K) fertilizer inputs without a good 

set of field soil tests.  The cost is minimal compared 

to the potential returns.  Fields testing Very High for 

a particular nutrient have less than a 5 percent prob-

ability of having a yield increase from additional 

applied fertilizer.  

 

#2 Have a Plan! 
Crop fields are a lot like kids; each is different and 

must be treated as such to get the most out of them.  

If you treat every corn field the same in terms of the 

amount of fertilizer or manure applied, you donôt 

have a plan and are not maximizing your resources 

and returns.  Plans can be simple or detailed, but 

you need a plan and you need to follow it.  The 

guiding element of a cropping/nutrient management 

plan is a good set of soil tests.     

 

#3 Take Credit for Legumes 
 Like taking a soil test, taking appropriate nutrient 

credits for forage legumes and manure has been 

around for a long time.  Also like soil testing, there 

are still a number of producers who still arenôt cred-

iting for most of nutrients supplied by manure and 

legumes.  First-year corn after alfalfa is a no-brainer, 

additional purchased N is simply not needed.  Sec-

ond-year corn after alfalfa, figure a 50 lb. N credit 

per acre.   

 

#4 Remember the Golden Rule 
The first increment of nutrients applied has the 

greatest efficiency and potential for economic re-

turn.  In other words, itôs better to spread resources 

over many field units than take an all or nothing ap-

proach.   

 

#5 Think Maximum Economic Returns, Not       

 Maximum Yields 
Most producers who win yield contests donôt man-

age the bulk of their acres in the same way that the 

contest field was managed. Yield is important to 

profitability, but so is the cost side of the ledger.  If 

youôre not familiar with the rule of diminishing   

returns it simply says that eventually you reach a 

point in which the cost of continually adding more 

inputs will not be paid for by the returns in yield.  

UW corn nitrogen recommendations are now based 

on what gives you the best economic return per acre.  

See the accompanying article in this newsletter about 

UW Nitrogen recommendations. 

 

#6 Compare Nutrient Sources 
The relative nutrient availability to crops is the same 

between different fertilizer sources; the price may not 

be.  It may be to your advantage to apply nutrients in 

a different way than you have in the past simply based 

on the cost of different fertilizer forms.  

 

#7 Take Credit for Manure 

Manure is like liquid gold these days.  With current 

fertilizer process each ton of solid dairy manure now 

has a fertilizer value of $11 per ton.  The average 

dairy herd in Green County produces 2,200 tons of 

manure annually resulting in a fertilizer value of over 

$24,000 so why not use it?   

 

#8 Timing is Everything 
Nitrogen (N) is subject to several types of losses early 

in the growing season.  Too much rain and nitrate-N 

denitrifies and is lost as N2 gas.  Place urea forms of 

N on the soil surface and up to 20 percent of the N 

can volatilize into the atmosphere if conditions stay 

dry for several days.  The problem of course is that 

corn takes-up most of its N after mid-June.  Nitrogen 

applied early in the growing season is subject to loss 

throughout May and early-June.  This isnôt a big deal 

if the weather cooperates, but it becomes a real prob-

lem if it doesnôt.  To lower this risk, side dressing N 

in early- to mid-June may be a good alternative.  

 

#9 Stabilize Nitrogen 
 If N is applied early in the growing season, nitrifica-

tion inhibitors and urease inhibitors are products de-

signed to stabilize N and reduce the risk for loss over 

a longer period of time following application.  As the 

price of N increases, N stabilizers become more cost 

effective.  Where the risk of N loss is high, consider 

using N stabilizers.  

 

#10 Use Proven Products 
There are conventional fertilizer products and there 

are non-conventional fertilizer products. Before buy-

ing the latest ñcanôt missò fertilizer product or addi-

tive, verify that marketing claims are backed by solid 

research.  Ideally, obtain information from a non-

biased source to insure the research data is accurate. 

10 Tips for Fertilizing Your 2009 Crops  
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The University of Wisconsin has been using the 

Maximum Return to Nitrogen (MRTN) approach to 

make N rate suggestions for corn since 2005.  Pro-

ducers were slow to adopt the new recommenda-

tions when nitrogen was cheap, but  with the last 

two years of high N fertilizer prices many produc-

ers have adopted the system to improve their prof-

its. Nitrogen prices still remain high as we move 

into the 2009 spring planting season.  

  

In order to determine the most economical Nitrogen 

application rate for corn, first divide the price of a 

pound of Nitrogen fertilizer by the expected price 

for a bushel of corn when harvested.  For example 

if we used a nitrogen cost of $.68/pound for N and 

an expected corn selling price of $4.50/bushel the 

nitrogen to corn price ration would be .15 ($.68/

$4.50= .15).  The nitrogen to corn price ratio has 

been running near this number for almost a year.   

 

Next find the economical N rate and range of prof-

itable N rates by consulting the MRTN table (Table 

1), below.  Note that the shaded columns calls for 

120 pounds of Nitrogen for the best soils and 100 

pounds/acre for medium yield potential soils.  Note 

that over 70 % of the farm land in Green County 

falls into the medium to low yield potential cate-

gory. You will need to know your soil yield poten-

tial, previous crop, and N:corn price ratio. Remem-

ber forage legume and manure credits should still 

be taken and subtracted from these amounts that are 

show in the table. 

 

These recommendations are also being used by 

Iowa, Illinois Minnesota and other states in the 

The following points should be considered when 

deciding on which end of the MRTN range to use. 
 

If residue covers more than 50% at planting use 

the upper end of the range. 
 

If 100% of the N will come from organic 

(manure and legume) sources use the top end of 

the range. In this situation, up to 20 lb N/a in 

starter fertilizer may also be applied. 
 

For maximum corn silage yield use N rate 

for .05 ratio  
 

For coarse-textured soils with less than 2% or-

ganic matter, use the high end of the range. 
 

For coarse-textured soils with more than 2% 

organic matter, use the middle to low end of the 

range. 
 

For corn following small grains on medium and 

fine-textured soils, the middle to low end of the 

range is most appropriate. 
 

If there is a likelihood of residual N (carry-over 

N), use the low end of the range or use the high 

end of the range and subtract preplant nitrate 

test (PPNT) credits. 

 

For additional information on selecting an economi-

cal Nitrogen rate for corn, please read Chapter 6 

Nitrogen in UWEX A2809 Nutrient application 

guidelines for field, vegetable, and fruit crops in 

Wisconsin. You can download a copy for free or 

purchase a hard copy at: 

http://learningstore.uwex.edu/Nutrient-Application-

Guidelines-for-Field-Vegetable-and-Fruit-Crops-in-

UW Corn Nitrogen Recommendations Based on Economics  

Table 1  
Soil Yield  

Potential 
Previous Crop                                              - - - N: Corn Price Ration ($/lb N/$/bu) - - - 

 

0.05 0.10 0.15 0.20 

Rate 1 Range 2 Rate 1 Range 2 Rate 1 Range 2  Rate 1 Range 2 

 - - - - - - - - - lb N/a to apply 3 - - - - - - - - -  

High/V. 

High  

Corn,  

Legumes4 
1651 135-190 135 120-155 1201 100-1352 105 90-120 

Soybean or  

small grain
5
 

140 110-160 115 100-130 100 85-115 90 70-100 

Medium/

Low  

Corn  

Legumes4 
120 100-140 105 90-120 95 85-110 90 80-100 

Soybean  

or small grain5 
90 75-110 60 45-70 50 40-60 45 35-55 

1Maximum return to N (MRTN) rate.     2Range within $1/acre of MRTN rate.      3Includes N in starter 
4Subtract N credits for forage legumes, legume vegetables, animal manures, green manures.   
5Subtract N credits for animal manures and second year forage legumes.   

http://learningstore.uwex.edu/Nutrient-Application-Guidelines-for-Field-Vegetable-and-Fruit-Crops-in-Wisconsin-P185C43.aspx
http://learningstore.uwex.edu/Nutrient-Application-Guidelines-for-Field-Vegetable-and-Fruit-Crops-in-Wisconsin-P185C43.aspx
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With much uncertainty about the depth and 

length of this current recession, not to mention 

the sudden and dramatic effect itôs had on 

profit margins for dairy producers, farmers 

should review financial statements carefully.  

While profitability and liquidity are essential 

for any business to succeed, solvency meas-

ures, calculated from the balance sheet or net 

worth statement, can provide a good indication 

of the farm business to withstand financial 

challenges over time.   

 

Farms with strong or stable financial positions 

have a much greater capacity to survive eco-

nomic downturns because of larger net worth 

and/or earning capacity.  The balance sheet can 

provide a starting point to look for signs re-

garding the status and financing options avail-

able to each farm business.  

 

Those farms with seventy percent or more 

owner equity (thirty percent or less debt-to-

asset ratio) might see a ñgreen lightò when 

considering additional borrowing.  But, with 

economic uncertainty, and the possibility of 

further decline in asset values, any additional 

borrowing will need to improve their earnings 

in order to help build back equity and maintain 

a strong financial position in the future.  Keep 

in mind that assets are often discounted or de-

preciated, as much as fifty percent or more, 

when added to the balance sheet, which can 

have a large impact on owner equity. 

 

Although farms with 30-70% owner equity, or 

debt-to-asset ratio, may very well be finan-

cially stable, consider this a ñyellowò caution 

sign when considering any additional borrow-

ing.  Even refinancing from this position may 

actually make the situation worse over the long 

run if the farm has not been able show profit-

ability over time.  An alternative to additional 

borrowing is to talk with your lender about de-

ferring principal payments temporarily to help 

improve cash flow.  If the operation has a his-

tory of weak earnings, more debt will likely 

only make the situation worse down. 

 

For those with less than thirty percent owner 

equity (seventy percent or more debt-to-asset 

ratio), the farm is technically insolvent and 

may not be able to cover all of the current debt 

if the assts were liquidated, depending on how 

accurate the assets on the balance sheet reflect 

current market values.  Consider this a ñred 

lightò or stop sign when it comes to borrowing 

more money, because most lenders definitely 

will.  Exceptions may include those relatively 

new to the business with exceptional produc-

tion and profitability performance.  Most often 

however, the best solution in this situation is to 

liquidate and preserve whatever equity is still 

available.  In the long run, doing nothing, de-

ferring existing payments or even refinancing, 

will usually only make the situation worse and 

more painful for everyone involved. 

 

The biggest problem with most farms that are 

struggling financially is that they wait too long 

to take action to address the problem.  So, 

make it a point to sit down with your lender 

and determine what signs are coming from 

your financial statements.  To give your farm-

ing operation a financial checkup use the 

guidelines for financial ratios given on the 

back of this page.  For additional assistance in 

working through tough financial times farmers 

can also make use of the free financial advisors 

available through the Wisconsin Farm Center 

by calling 1-800-942-2474.  To access more 

information and/or tools to help analyze your 

situation visit the link to the UW-Extension 

Responds web page at: www.uwex.edu/ces/ag/

farmingindifficulttimes.html   
 

 Balance Sheet is Useful Tool in Difficult Times  

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/ag/farmingindifficulttimes.html
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/ag/farmingindifficulttimes.html
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