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Much to like about area, say
young professionals
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MONROE -- Green County is a great place to
raise a family, with plenty of culture.

That was the message from the first Young
Professionals of Green County event Thursday at
Blackhawk Technical College.

For some people, the reason they live and work
in Green County is family.

"I've decided to live in Green County because my
husband has his business here," Marci Boss, who
works at Roth Kase, said.

Jake Anderson grew up in Monroe and, as a
student at Monroe High School, never imagined
himself coming back to live in his hometown.
After he got married, however, he said he
realized Monroe was a great place to raise a
family.

Anderson said schools, parks and service
organizations show the support Green County
residents have for their communities.

"My family is in Green County, and | was born
here," Kari Grossen, who works at the Brodhead
Veterinary Clinic, said.

Jon Brunner said Monroe is big enough to offer a
lot of activities for families but still small enough
to meet other people.

"It has a rural feel," Roth Kase Plant Supervisor
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Rob Frie said. "It has the best of both worlds."

Boss said one of the things that attracts people
to Green County is its culture. She pointed to the
unigue communities in Green County and said
tourists who visit may decide to live in the
county.

The young professionals event was organized to
give young professionals throughout the county a
chance to meet their peers, according to BTC
Learning Resource Manager Lori Rodefeld.

University of Wisconsin-Extension Community
Resource Development Coordinator Sarah
Burgert said the intent was to connect young
professionals with one another so they can take
an active role in creating communities in which
young professionals would want to work and live.

Guest speaker Rep. Brett Davis, R-Oregon,
encouraged attendees to get involved with their
communities by volunteering four hours a month
to a service organization or local governmental
body. He then challenged them to get involved
by running for office in their communities.

"Run for office on the local level and federal
level,” he said, before adding, "and if you want to
run for the Assembly -- wait for a few years."

Also at the event, Charlie Baumann of Swiss
Colony was named Young Professional of the
Year.
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