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Principle 1. Compact Communities and Clear Urban/Rural
Differentiation.

Value and Importance

a. Community builders and planners have long been trying to design
communities that combine the best of the country and the best of the city.
(Peter Hall, 1997) Grabow

b. Planners have sought to keep a clear visual distinction between town and
country; the “Green Belt” planning concept is the most important policy for the
urban fringe and to define the urban-rural relationship. (Hague, p. 163)

Community Edge and Green Belts

c. Since Ebenezer Howard and his conceptualization of the Garden City and
Social City in the late 1800s, there has been recognition of the benefits of
"green belts” to define the community edge, and preserve appropriately rural
land uses. (Peter Hall, 1997) (Hagen, Place Identity, 2005) Grabow

d. A strong model of growth contains the vision of compact urban form while
protecting the green spaces of natural areas and working farms around the
periphery of the city. (Beatley, p. 63) Grabow



Principle 1. Compact Communities and Clear Urban/Rural
Differentiation

Farmland Preservation
e. Farmland and nature are as important to the metropolis as the garden is to the
house. (Charter of the New Urbanism)

f. In and near towns and villages, development can occur in urban service areas,
and the best soils can still be reserved for agricultural use. (Lewis, p. 163)

Sustainability
g. Future development patterns that recognize the clear distinction between the

country and the community are positioned for sustainability. (Beatley, p. 62)
Grabow

h. Future development patterns that are more compact and contiguous to
existing development make communities more sustainable. (Beatley, p. 62)

Community Preference
I. Portland’s growth containment policies are strongly supported by the public.
(Beatley, p. 67)

Ideal City
J. The ideal city would offer a wide range of jobs and services in a compact

urban form connected to other cities with effective transportation. (Peter Hall,
1997: Beatley, p. 61,62,63) Grabow




Principle 2. Strong Urban Center

Value and Importance

a.

Every community must have a civic or community focus that contains
commercial, residential, civic buildings and a green or commons.
(Nelessen, 1995)

Strong urban centers and downtowns comprise the “heart and soul” of the
community and are fundamental to the city’s economic health, heritage
and civic pride. (APA article, Grabow, DV&CP Team)

Community Preference

C.

Given the choice between compact centers and commercial strips,
consumers favor the centers by a wide margin. (Bohl, 2002)

Many are convinced that community gathering places are the missing
ingredients that people in suburban areas and edge cities are looking for
today. (Bohl, 2002)

Towns and cities whose social life coalesces around such places (cafes,
taverns, squares, greens, etc.) meet the first criteria for people looking for
a good place to live today. (Bohl 2002)



Principle 2. Strong Urban Center

Identifiable Center

f. The metropolis is made of multiple centers that are cities, towns and
villages, each with its own identifiable center and edges. (Charter of the
New Urbanism)




Principle 3: City-centered Redevelopment and Infill

Value and Importance

a.

Infill development within existing urban areas conserves environmental
resources, economic interests and the social fabric. (Charter for the New
Urbanism)

Infill reclaims marginal and abandoned areas. (Charter for the New
Urbanism)

Community Preference

C.

Urban villages and town centers are beginning to appear on urban infill
sites and in redevelopment areas including Brownfield site often to serve
a nearby workforce or residences. (Bohl)

The redevelopment of shopping centers and strip commercial areas into
main streets, town centers and urban villages has become increasingly
common.

Reuse

e.

A livable city needs diversity in design and building types -- thus the
Importance of preservation and reuse not only of notable historic
buildings, but of ordinary serviceable buildings. (Barnett)
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Principle 4: Integration of Housing and Employment

Value and Importance
a. Design for the human — the community must be a place for people to live,
work, play and interact. (Nelessen)

b. Town center and main street projects are promoted as “live, work, play”
settings that offer relief from the totally automobile-dependent lifestyles of
“soccer moms”, business commutes and others who feel trapped by
suburban sprawl. (Bohl)

c. Development should be planned for a job/housing balance, not as bedroom
suburbs. (Charter for the New Urbanism)

Community Preference
d. Survey research indicates the need for more diverse residential, retail, hotel
and office formats. (Bohl)

e. Mixed use environments offer an appealing alternative for “the new
economy worker” tired of the isolation in office and technology parks.
(Bohl)



Principle 4: Integration of Housing and Employment

Trends
f. Urban villages are “a blend of old-fashioned neighborhood living and 21°

century technology and convenience.” (Bohl)

f. Home-based businesses are one of the fastest growing segments of
commerce and this is fueling an interest in live/work buildings. (Bohl)




Principle 5: Vital, Distinctive and Varied Neighborhoods

Value and Importance
a. Neighborhoods near the urban center can be appealing with their own
distinctive characteristics as well as easily accessible to the urban center by

foot, bicycle or transit. (Grabow)

b. A key principle of a livable community or workplace is that it should be
walkable, and these neighborhoods near the urban center enable this option.
(Barnett, p. 46)

Community Preference
c. Polls of downtown workers show substantial numbers of people who work
downtown would like to live downtown or near downtown. (Barnett)

d. Young people just starting out want to live in a place where there is
something always going on. (Barnett, p. 200)
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Principle 6: Limited Low-density Residential Development on
Urban Fringe

Value and Importance

a. New development contiguous to urban boundaries should be organized
as neighborhoods and districts, and should be integrated with the existing
urban pattern. (Charter of the New Urbanism)

b. European cities have demonstrated the possibility of achieving compact
urban form while protecting the green spaces in and around the city.
(Beatley, p. 63)

More Medium Density

c. Public land use planning can help to counter the forces of deconcentration
at the urban fringe by advocating for more medium density urban forms
when contiguous extensions are imminent. (Beatley from Hall 1995, p.
61) Grabow

Trends

d. The true neighborhood pattern has been lost in the “uniform housing
tracts” that have become the neighborhood norm on the edges and
recently annexed areas of communities. (Barnett, Planning Magazine,
March 2007, “Smart Growth in a Changing World”. Also, see Barnett,
editor. Smart growth in a Changing World. APA Press, 2007)
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Principle 7. A Mixture of Housing Types and Households with
Different Income Levels

Value and Importance

a. Communities should provide a broad spectrum of public and private uses to
support a regional economy that benefits people of all incomes. (Charter of
the New Urbanism)

b. Affordable housing should be distributed throughout the region to match job
opportunities and to avoid concentrations of poverty. (Charter of the New
Urbanism)

Strengthened Civic Bonds

c. A broad range of housing types can bring people of diverse ages, races and
incomes into daily interaction, strengthening the personal and civic bonds
essential to authentic community. (Charter of the New Urbanism)

Ethical Pledge and Fairness
d. In 1949 Congress pledged a decent home and suitable living environment for
every American family. (Housing Act of 1949)

e. Improvements in the community should benefit all the residents at all income
levels.
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Principle 7. A Mixture of Housing Types and Households with
Different Income Levels

Economic Benefits

f. An adequate supply of housing for the residents who are economically well
off is very much in the community’s economic interest, in particular, given the
importance of the service sector economy. (Bunnell, p. 259) Grabow

g. A mix of land uses, housing, jobs and incomes creates a more balanced
community, reduces traffic costs and creates better fiscal balance.
(Nelessen)
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Principle 8: Pedestrian and Bike Friendly Environments

Value and Importance
a. Urban areas exist for human beings, and we need to find ways to give our
urban areas this human quality or scale. (Tibbalds, p. 39)

b. Interconnected networks of streets should be designed to encourage
walking, reduce the number and length of automobile trips and conserve
energy. (Charter of the New Urbanism)

Walkways and Design
c. Aninterlinked network of pedestrian walkways is a basic design feature in
the creation of communities. (Nelessen, p. 159)

d. Design for pedestrian dimensions and distances through compact form,
layout and street characteristics. (Nelessen)
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Principle 8: Pedestrian and Bike Friendly Environments

Streets and Walkways
e. The streets should be both pleasant for pedestrians as well as efficient for
vehicles and transit. (Barnett, p. 46)

f. The sidewalks along streets remain the most appropriate places for people
to walk, and the street should remain the primary means of communication
in cities and towns. (Barnett, p. 46)

Community Livability
g. One of the primary principles of a livable community is that it should be
walkable. (Barnett, p. 46)

h. Many activities of daily living should occur within walking distance, allowing
independence to those who do not drive, especially the elderly and the
young. (Charter of the New Urbanism)

I. Community leaders need to think like pedestrians, cyclists, the old, children
and disabled persons, not just like drivers. (Tibbalds, p. 54) Grabow
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Principle 9: High Quality and Convenient Public Transit
(Transit)

Value and Importance

a. Transit corridors, when properly planned and coordinated, can help
organize metropolitan structure and revitalize urban centers. (Charter
for the New Urbanism)

b. Mixed use formats based on traditional towns and villages have been
embraced, in part, for their potential to create desirable, high-density
residential neighborhoods clustered around transit stations — an
arrangement that can, in turn, reinforce transit ridership. (Bohl, p. 117)

Transit and Density

c. Appropriate building densities and land uses should be within walking
distance of transit stops, permitting public transit to become a viable
alternative to the automobile. (Charter for the New Urbanism)

Community Preference

d. Transit-oriented projects are striking a responsive chord with
homebuyers, many of whom are making home purchases based on little
more than the promise of future transit service. (Bohl, p. 117)
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Principle 9: Land Use Coordinated with the Larger Network of
(Roadways) Roads

Value and Importance
a. The street is the basic organizing feature for the livable community.
(Barnett, p. 46) Grabow

Respect for Different Modes

b. In contemporary communities, development must adequately
accommodate automobiles, but must do so in ways that respect the
pedestrian and the form of public space. (Charter for the New Urbanism)

Transportation Experience

c. Itis not deemed enough that a road should serve as a means of
communication from one place to another, it is also desired that it should
afford some dignity of approach to important places, and be a pleasant
way for the passer-by. (Bohl, p. 66 quoting Witold Rybcynski, 1995)

Sound Circulation System Design

d. The circulation system for a community should be made up of an
interconnected network of streets and walkways that form a grid, which
provides multiple routes for cars, bikes and pedestrians to move from one
block to the next. (Bohl, p. 286)
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Principle 10: Environmental Resources and Parks: Preserved and
Consciously Integrated into the Fabric of the Community

Value and Importance
a. Conservation areas and open lands should be used to define and connect different
neighborhoods and districts. (Charter for the New Urbanism)

b. Itis important to provide regional green space and natural lands both inside and
outside of the growth boundary, including large wedges of green space and nature
extending into the city. (Beatley, pp. 63 and 67)

c. Provide for adequate internal and peripheral open space. (Nelessen)

Relationship Between the Community and Natural Resources

d. The metropolis has a necessary and fragile relationship to its agrarian hinterland
and natural landscapes; the relationship is environmental, economic and cultural.
(Charter for the New Urbanism)

e. Quality places for many include the ability to live in a vital, urban place while still
remaining in touch with nature and being able to appreciate scenic and
environmental qualities close at hand. (Bunnell, p. 35)

f. The only way to preserve environmental resources and rural areas in the long run
is by confronting development head on — by planning, building and maintaining
urban communities in which people want to live. (Bunnell, p. 44)
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Principle 10: Environmental Resources and Parks: Preserved and
Consciously Integrated into the Fabric of the
Community

Parks and Community Livability

g. In many successful communities, parks, trails and walkway corridors are the
primary organizing elements that shape development, create livability,
preserve property values and provide the infrastructure to promote health and
fitness. (Garvin and Berens, 1997 and Grabow, 2005)

h. Not only should people live and work close to parks and open space, but they
should not be too far from areas of natural or agricultural landscape. (Barnett,
p. 46)

I. A range of parks, from tot lots and village greens to ball fields and community
gardens, should be distributed within neighborhoods. (Charter for the New
Urbanism)

Community Preference
]. Research shows that people have a greater sense of well-being if their lives
include ready access to the natural environment. (Barnett, p. 45)
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Principle 11: Preserved Farmland and Related Open Space

Value and Importance
a. Farmland and nature are as important to the metropolis as the garden is
to the house. (Charter for the New Urbanism)

The Land Ethic
b. Aldo Leopold’s land ethic suggests that we must have reverence for the
land and treat it with respect. (Lewis, p. 24)

c. A land ethic reflects the existence of an ecological conscience, and this in
turn reflects a conviction of individual responsibility for the health of the
land. (Lewis, p. 24)
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Principle 11: Preserved Farmland and Related Open Space

Premier Farmland

d. Southern Wisconsin and Jefferson County have been identified in a region
considered as some of the finest soils for farming in the Midwest, and is a
nationally significant area for food and fiber production. (Lewis, p. 115)

e. Jefferson County is part of an upper Midwest region containing an urban
ring around rich farmland (the Circle City framework), and there are ample
areas to build without destroying key agricultural soils or natural diversity if
proper planning and regional design process is made available to our
residents. (Lewis, p. 115)

Framing the Challenge of Farmland Preservation

f. The challenge for rural areas is to maintain an economic base and
agricultural production while preserving and enhancing the aesthetic,
ecological and recreational resources of the area. (Lewis, p. 36)

Environmental Corridors as a Preservation Consideration

g. ldentifying environmental corridors quickly leads us to the most critical
lands to preserve, providing a sound basis on which to make basic
decisions about where to build, where not to build and how to build.
(Lewis, p. 2)
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Principle 12: Historic and Cultural Resources Consciously
Preserved and Integrated into Contemporary Settings.

Value and Importance

a. The development and redevelopment of towns and cities should respect
historical patterns, precedents and boundaries. (Charter for the New
Urbanism)

b. Itis important to preserve and reuse not only notable historic buildings and
districts, but ordinary serviceable buildings. (Barnett, p. 45)

Preservation Ethic

c. A new preservation ethic has evolved which suggests that any old building
should be saved unless there are clear economic or design reasons why it
has to make room for new development. (Barnett, p. 45)

Quality of Historic Buildings

d. Traditional towns and buildings are usually put together far better than new
ones--- with a richness, intricacy and user-friendly quality that has evolved
from years, even centuries, of adaptation. (Tibbalds, p. 20)

Contemporary Responses
e. New development should provide a contemporary response which is subtle.
(Tibbalds, p. 23) 22




Principle 13: Strong Local Character, Community Identity and a
Sense of Place.

Value and Importance

a. Quality of life and sense of place are increased if public and private spaces
are well designed and reflect the character and needs of the communities in
which they occur. (Lewis, p. 28)

b. Sense of place reflects our appreciation of the design elements, style, colors,
textures, patterns, odors and sounds of a given place. (Lewis, p. 28)

Stimulating Places
c. Variety in the scale of the spaces we inhabit, spatial diversity, stimulates our
imaginations and thus contributes to the quality of our lives. (Lewis, p. 28)

d. Streets and squares should be safe, comfortable and interesting to the
pedestrian; properly configured, they encourage walking and enable
neighbors to know each other and to protect their communities. (Charter for
the New Urbanism)
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Principle 13: Strong Local Character, Community Identity and a
Sense of Place.

People Places

e. A primary task of all urban architecture and landscape design is the physical
definition of streets and public spaces as places of shared use. (Charter for the
New Urbanism)

f. There must be a sufficiently dense concentration of people, for whatever
purposes they may be there. This includes dense concentrations in the case of
people who are there because of residence. (Jane Jacobs in Tibbalds, p. 34)

g. A good environment and an attractive public realm are not just created by
professional specialists — architects, town planners, engineers, landscape
architects and so on — or even just by the patrons of those professionals. They
are created and maintained by the love and care of the people who live and
work in a town or city. (Tibbalds, p. 100)
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Principle 14: Well-designed Public Buildings and Public Spaces:
Enlivened by Works of Art and Sculpture.

Value and Importance

a. The public realm is, in my view, the most important part of our towns and
cities. The overriding criterion by which cities and towns should be judged is
the nature of their public realm. (Tibbalds, pp. 1 and 9)

Distinctive Sites and Buildings

b. Civic buildings and public gathering places require important sites to
reinforce community identity and the culture of democracy. (Charter for the
New Urbanism)

c. Civic buildings and public gathering places deserve distinctive form, because
their role is different from that of other buildings and places that constitute
the fabric of the city. (Charter for the New Urbanism)
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Principle 14: Well-designed Public Buildings and Public Spaces:
Enlivened by Works of Art and Sculpture.

The Center for Art and Culture
d. One advantage that older city centers have over new suburbs is a long history
as a center of art and culture. (Barnett, p. 194)

e. As a community became more urban, its gathering places did as well — a shift
that was reflected in the construction of buildings that further enclosed and
defined the space, and in the addition of walkways, statues, art, monuments,
lighting and more formal landscaping in the gathering place itself. (Bohl, p. 60)

Art and Community Meaning

f. Town master plans commonly talk about local character or community
uniqueness. People wherever they live are hungry for meaning. Now, more
than ever, [the arts and] arts councils can be the stewards of meaning for their
home places. (Maryo Gard Ewell, 2006) Grabow

Art and Community Interaction
g. Public art functions as a conversation piece to foster the casual human
exchange that is the heart of the city’s purpose. (Sucher, p. 158)

h. A piece of public art, or an artist’s skilled transformation of some otherwise
mundane street furniture, gives us something to observe, ponder and mention.
(Sucher, p. 158)
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Principle 15: Connectivity and Ease of Movement from One Part
of the Community to Another.

Value and Importance

a. Good urban areas are legible — all this really means in this context is that it
should be easy for people, as pedestrians or drivers, to understand where they
are, how the town is arranged and which way to go for the different places,
amenities and facilities they require. (Tibbalds, p. 63)

Corridors as Connectors

b. Corridors are regional connectors of neighborhoods and districts; they range
from boulevards and rail lines to rivers and parkways. (Charter for the New
Urbanism)

Street Connections

c. The street is the city’s major public forum and its careful definition and design
is a major element of urban design; we need to reestablish the importance of
the street as a key component in the urban fabric. (Tibbalds, pp. 21 and 40)

Transit Connections

d. Appropriate building densities and land uses should be within walking distance
of transit stops, permitting public transit to become a viable alternative to the
automobile. (Charter for the New Urbanism)
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Principle 15: Connectivity and Ease of Movement from One Part
of the Community to Another.

Walking Connections

e. Many activities of daily living should occur within walking distance, allowing
independence to those who do not drive especially the elderly and young.
(Charter for the New Urbanism)

f. Most blocks must be short; that is streets and opportunities to turn corners
must be frequent. (Jane Jacobs in Tibbalds, p. 34)
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Principle 16: Drama and Dignity: Real Places.

Value and Importance

a. Interesting and memorable buildings or features contribute to the image
people form of a place and the image that they can take away with them.
(Tibbalds, p. 65)

Structure and Landmarks

b. Public and civic buildings should be located to structure the town or the city
center, to form memorable parts of the center and to provide landmarks at
the end of key view corridors. (Tibbalds, p. 66)

c. Make the most of gateways, landmarks, topographical variation, the night-
time appearance and the definition of areas of different character.
(Tibblalds, p. 69)

Design Vocabulary and Visual Rhythm

d. Buildings also do much more than house people and shops: they establish
the design vocabulary of places and the visual rhythm of streetscapes.
(Bohl, p. 75)
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Principle 17: Variety and Whimsy: In Architectural Forms and Design
Details.

Value and Importance
a. Variation within the design conformity creates the most visually positive
communities. (Nelessen, p. 224)

b. Throughout urban history, colorful, decorative, and even fanciful architecture has
given life and visual interest to the streets of cities. (Ford, p. 60)

Variety and Complexity
c. Variations on basic patterns must be encouraged in order to prevent a same
dullness. (Nelessen, p. 224)

d. We must be careful not to make everything too prescriptive---too neat and tidy.
Urban areas are messy and complex, rich and muddled. (Tibbalds, p. 3)

e. The district must mingle buildings that vary in age and condition, including a good
proportion of old ones so that they vary in the economic yield that they must
produce. This mingling must be fairly close-grained. (Jane Jacobs in Tibbalds, p.
34)
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Principle 18: Reflection of Local Values.

Value and Importance
a. Above all, buildings and development must be appropriate to and unique to
the particular town or city in which they are located. (Tibbalds, p. 88)

b. Architecture and landscape design should grow from the local climate,
topography, history and building practice. (Charter for the New Urbanism)

c. Capturing the unique sense-of-place qualities of each landscape
personality enables the designer to create palates to harmonize future
development with their regional qualities. (Lewis, p. 63)

d. New buildings must be imaginative and of high quality and, while being

firmly rooted in or respecting their historical context, they must be obviously
of their age. (Tibbalds, p. 20)
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Principle 18: Reflection of Local Values.

Integration with Surroundings
e. Individual architectural projects should be seamlessly linked to their
surroundings. (Charter for the New Urbanism)

f. The landscaping framework can be part of the organizational structure
of the city, provided it is well integrated with the built fabric. (Tibbalds,
p. 91)

g. Preservation and renewal of historic buildings, districts and landscapes
affirm the continuity and evolution of urban society. (Charter for the
New Urbanism)
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Principle 19: Many Choices and Many Things to Do.

Value and Importance

b.

Successful and attractive cites are characterized by a variety and mix of
uses and activities in any one area. (Tibbalds, p. 23)

The mixing of the public and private, the special and the everyday, in a
natural way, has led to cities and towns which people both love and enjoy
using. (Tibbalds, p. 23)

Vibrant Mixed Uses

d.

The overall objective must be the creation of a rich, vibrant, mixed use
environment that does not die at night or weekends and is visually
stimulating and attractive to residents and visitors alike. (Tibbalds, p. 87)

Multiple Functions

e.

But on the whole, the majority of the uses and activities that make up the
town or city — housing, employment, shopping, culture, entertainment,
administration, public services and recreation — can exist cheek by jowl and
the public urban environment will be the richer for it. (Tibbalds, p. 36)

The district, and indeed as many of its internal parts as possible, must serve
more than one primary function; preferably more than two. These must
ensure the presence of people who go outdoors on different schedules and
are in the place for different purposes, but who are able to use many facilities
in common. (Jane Jacobs in Tibbalds, p. 34)
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Principle 19: Sociable Settings: Public Spaces and Squares.
(Sociable Settings)

Value and Importance

a. Throughout urban history, public plazas, village greens, and town squares
have been the focal points of town and town centers, providing a public
realm for everyday social life. (Bohl, p. 59)

b. There is a need to reestablish public spaces in our towns and cities where
people can “meet and talk” and that create a sense of place. (William Whyte
in Bohl, p. 60)

A Feature in Successful Communities
c. Many major European cities enjoy a wonderful legacy of urban parks,
planted squares and tree-lined boulevards. (Tibbalds, p. 91)

d. One of the key features of successful town centers, past and present, is the
variety of attractive public gathering places they contain. (Bohl, p. 59)
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