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Hort - Q&A

�

 

Here’s a sample of horticultural questions received and answered by Juneau County Extension 
Agriculture Agent, Craig Saxe or a Juneau County Master Gardener Volunteer.  Have a question 
or comment just call 608-847-9329 or email craig.saxe@ces.uwex.edu.  Extension publications 
mentioned can be found at http://learningstore.uwex.edu/  or Garden Facts at:  
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/wihort/  

·  Fall is an excellent time to grow many vegetable crops.  During this season the gardener 
can take advantage of cooler temperatures and more plentiful moisture.  Some vegetables 
for a late-season garden include: beets, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, snap 
beans, leaf lettuce, spinach, kohlrabi, and summer squash.  For more precise planting 
schedules determine the average date of the first killing frost.  Then count back words 
using the number of days to maturity for the cultivars you want to grow to determine the 
last feasible planting date.  Remember, you may need to raise your own transplants 
because not all garden centers carry vegetable plants for Fall Gardens.   

·  Some gardeners believe that Brussels Sprouts develop better if the lowermost six to eight 
leaves are removed from the sides of the stock as the sprouts develop.  Others suggested 
that this is not an essential practice.  If done, two or three additional leaves can be 
removed each week, but several of the largest, healthiest, fully expanded upper leaves 
should always be left intact on top to continue feeding the plant.  About three weeks 
before harvest, the plants may be topped (the growing point removed) to speed the 
completion of sprout development on the lower stem area.   

·  Iris leaf spot is a common fungus disease.  The first evidence of this disease is the 
appearance of small brown spots with water soaked margins near the leaf tips.  During the 
early part of the season, these spots are not conspicuous, but after blooming, the spots 
enlarge rapidly, and may cause death of the leaf from the tip back.  It is more common 
during wet seasons.  Moisture on leaves and high humidity present favorable conditions 
for fungal infection.  Remove and destroy spotted or dead plant material, especially in the 
fall, to reduce the number of spores available for infection the following spring.  Plant iris 
in full sun and space at least 8 inches apart.  Under severe disease conditions, a fungicide 
spray program is recommended using four to six sprays of a fungicide containing  
chlorothalonil (e.g. Daconil 2787), mancozeb (e.g. Fore, Dithane, or Penncozeb), or 
trifloxystrobin (e.g. Compass) starting when the leaves are 4 to 6 inches high and repeat 
at 7 to 10 day intervals.   

·  Poison sumac is a close relative to poison ivy, however because it grows in swamps, 
bogs, depressions, and other wet sites, human contact is less likely.  It can also be found 
in acidic pine woods and shady hardwood forests.  Like poison ivy, it has a severe contact 
poison that causes extreme inflammation, swelling and itching in susceptible individuals.  
Poison sumac has leaflets with smooth edges and white fruit in long loose clusters.  It can 
be confused with other non-poisonous plants including smooth sumac and winged sumac.  
Both of these nonpoisonous plants have red fruit in a compact cluster.  Smooth sumac has 
leaflets that are toothed and winged sumac has leafy wings along the leaf stock.   
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�  If you would like to host a garden tour list two months of your 
choice:  ___________  __________ 

�  If you are a current Master Gardener List the year you took 
your training:  ______________________ 

�  If not, would you like information on becoming a Master 
Gardener? __________________________ 

NAME  

ADDRESS  

CITY  

STATE  ZIP  

PHONE (                ) 

E-MAIL  

 
ANNUAL DUES: $12.00 from January thru December 2009 

CHECK PAYABLE TO: Juneau County Master Gardeners 

MAIL THIS FORM AND CHECK TO: 
Irene Klingemann, W5805 Brown Rd, Mauston WI 53948  

AREAS OF INTEREST THAT YOU WOULD LIKE  
TO LEARN ABOUT– Check all that Apply 

 
LANDSCAPING FRUITS 

 GROUND COVERS  SMALL FRUITS 
 SHRUBS &  TREES  WILD FRUITS 
 LAWN CARE  OTHER _______________ 
 WATER GARDENING  PESTS 
 DESIGN  INSECTS 
 NATIVE PLANTS   WILDLIFE  
 GRASSES  CONTROL  
 VINES  PESTICIDES 

HOUSEPLANTS  DISEASES 
 CACTI &  SUCCULENTS FLOWERS 
 ORCHIDS  PERENNIALS  
 OTHER : 

______________ 
 ANNUALS 

   ROSES 
  WILD FLOWERS 

 
OTHER AREAS OF INTEREST 

 COMPOSTING   IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 
 GARDEN PLANNING   ORGANIC GARDENING  
 PHOTOGRAPHY   VEGETABLES  
 PRUNING   SEED STARTING  
 HERBS  CONTAINER GARDENING  

 

2009 JUNEAU COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS MEMBERSHIP FORM  
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Cooperative Extension 
Juneau County UW-Extension 
211 Hickory Street 
Mauston WI 53948 
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