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July July July July Master Gardener MeetingMaster Gardener MeetingMaster Gardener MeetingMaster Gardener Meeting    

When: Monday July 28, 2008 
 6:30 – 8:30 pm 

Where: Maureen Fox 
 W10508 County Hwy S 
 Elroy  WI 53929 

 608 462-4228 
Car pool when you can 
Bring along lawn or folding chair 

Directions:    

From Mauston: 

• Take Hwy 82 to Elroy  
• Turn right on Hwy 80 (north towards New Lisbon) 
• Go north 1.8 miles to Hwy H  
• Turn left on H and continue 4.1 miles to Hwy S 
• Turn right on S, 1st house (cedar siding) on left (1/3 mile) 
• Look for balloons on Tree Farm sign  

Agenda: 

• Meet and Greet 
• Plant Sale 
• Garden Tour 
• Magazine and Catalog Swap 
• Approval of June 23 Minutes 
• Treasurer’s Report 
• Audit Report 

 

From Elroy: 
• North on Hwy 80, follow direction from Mauston 

From New Lisbon: 
• Take Hwy A west out of New Lisbon to Hustler 
• At west end of Hustler turn left onto Hwy H 
• Proceed on H 4.1 miles to Hwy S (top of long uphill) 
• Turn left on S,  1st house (cedar siding) on left (1/3 mile) 

Unfinished Business: 

• MG signs 
• Projects for 2008 

• Boorman House 
• Chamber of Commerce – Mauston 
• Visitors Bureau - Mauston 
• Juneau County Fair 
• Mauston Hospital Project 
• Prairie Flower Restoration at 

Buckhorn State Park 

Upcoming Events: 

• July 16-19, 2008 –  Midwest Regional MG Conference: 
Gardening Through the Continuum of Life - Milwaukee, WI 

• August 13-17, 2008 – Juneau County Fair 

  

JUNEAU COUNTY 

MASTER GARDENERS   
NEWSLETTER 

July  2008 
 

UW-Extension Juneau County 
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Juneau County Master Gardener Meeting Minutes 

June 23, 2008 6:30 pm - Sue Rattunde Residence 

Secretary:  Rich Milgrom 

Meet and Greet 
Magazine and catalog swap 
Meeting was brought to order by Acting President Sally Spangler. 
Approval of May 19th meeting minutes 
A Big Thank You to Sue for the tour of the fountain, garden and tree house areas, and for all the great food.  It was 
also a real treat to see a one of a kind petunia tree. 
There were 34 people in attendance and we have 50 total members. 
Treasurer’s Report – Previous Balance:  $ 1892.78 

Expenses:   $52.75 flowers for Boorman House (reimbursable),  
$55.00 for fair booth. 

Total Expenses:  $107.75 
Income: $24.00 - 2 memberships, $6.00 name tag 

Total Income:  $30.00 
Current Balance:  $ 1815.03 

Correspondence:  

� Irene K. received a thank you certificate for her participation in Univ. of Wisc. Extension seed testing.  She will 
make a list of the varieties used in the trials available at the extension office. 

Membership Chair Update – Jan Brendle - We have 50 members, 37 certified. 
Historian Report – Nothing to report 

Unfinished Business: 

� 2009 WIMGA Conference (October 2-3, 2009) Update – Rich/Arris  
The front of the quilt being made for our raffle was presented at the meeting.  It has 16 blocks depicting fruits 
and vegetables grown around Wisconsin.  Border is green and the accent label will be either red or orange.  The 
machine quilter will charge $70 probably using a vine design and with the material the cost is currently $195.50.  
It will be filled with a new fiber made with 80% corn and 20% polyester.  The back of the quilt will be blue/green 
and the upper corner will be out logo GARDINING IS A GAMBLE and on the lower corner BUT WORTH IT. 
Molly Jahn, Dean of Agriculture and Life Science has agreed to speak, possibly at luncheon on Saturday.  The 
topic is to include volunteerism and a subject that covers Wisconsin climates.  
Speakers’ fees will be $2000 and we expect 15 speakers. 
Rich is working with his son, a sign designer, and will have a completed draft by the next meeting.  It will be 
crescent shaped with our logos and the deck of cards in the center (with red and black color scheme).  The 
bottom will be “Wisconsin Master Gardener Association 2009”. 
Decision was made to skip the tours and give out brochures with points of interest.  Ho-Chunk runs shuttles to 
the Crane Foundation and the Dells several times a day. 
For raffles and silent auction we will get donations such as quilt, wreath from Columbia County, sculpture by Ellis 
Nelson valued at $240 and a stained glass piece. 
There will be handout bags with brochure, pen and sticky notes from the Dells, tourist info from Baraboo, and 
possible other donations from other companies like Osmocote. 
The contract has been signed with the Ho-Chunk Convention Center. 

New Business: 

� Update Bylaws – 
Officers: 
The immediate past president shall serve as an advisory to the president and the board. 
Nominations: 
After elections, a nominating committee shall consist of three members of the JCMGV’s and one will be appointed 
chairperson right after the June meeting.  The committee will nominate and present officers (for positions that 
are up for election) at the June meeting.  The positions are Vice President and Secretary in even years and the 
President and Treasurer in odd years. 
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Jan Brendle has agreed to be chairperson.  Irene Klingemann made a motion to adopt the new by-laws and it was 
seconded by Irene Boudreau.  Motion passed unanimously.  

� MG signs – Suggested by Rosemary Aney that we place plaques at projects done by JCMG’s.  We will order 6 giving 
us 2 extra.  Arris is checking into purchase. 

� Election of Officers – Vice President and Secretary 
Arris nominated Maureen Fox for Vice President and Jan nominated Rich Milgrom for secretary.  Both were voted 
on and approved. 

Projects for 2008: 

� Boorman House - Flowers done in the front.  Looking for help from the membership to work shade garden or other 
areas.  Some people have volunteered to help.  Need to follow current design using existing bricks. 

� Mauston Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Bureau – Sally has called Barb Baker – no response, yet. 
� Juneau County Fair – Booth fee has been fully paid ($55).  Fair is August 13th to the 17th.  Need plants to sell at 

the fair.  Start potting now.  Sign-up sheet will be available at the next meeting. 
� Moose Lodge – Replanted perennials to sunny location. 
� Mauston Hospital Project – Weeded and removed excess ground cover last Wednesday.  Planted a flowering 

crabapple, moved hostas from sunny to shady areas.  Peat moss will available in a week or so and needs to be 
added to soil.  Meeting this Wednesday at 4 pm to weed, plant perennials and till the soil. 

� Prairie Flower Restoration at Buckhorn State Park – Need to talk to Joe.  Rich Mazzoni volunteered to call Joe. 
� Marsha Lubinski stated that the planting at the American Legion is a non-issue.  They will handle it themselves. 
� Thank you from Jan for plant sale.  Raised $616 for Carl T. Nelson Animal Shelter. 
� Rosemary Aney had hand outs for preprinted plant markers that don’t fade in the sun.  You could also get plain one 

with no fade marker to make your own.  Available at www.plantid.com  

Garden Meeting Dates and Locations:  
Please call and confirm any events before attending as there may be a change. 
 July 28th – Maureen Fox 
 August 25th – Gail Hitchcock 
 September 22nd – Sally Spangler 
 October 27th – Library 

Events/Important Dates: 

� July – Audit of books 
� July 16-19 – 2008 Midwestern Regional Conference – Milwaukee 
� See State MG Website for more events http://www.hort.wisc.edu/mastergardener/ 
 

Note from GypsyNote from GypsyNote from GypsyNote from Gypsy    
Dear FriendsDear FriendsDear FriendsDear Friends    

I looked out my I looked out my I looked out my I looked out my bedroom window this morning and “lo and behold” I saw hollyhocks bedroom window this morning and “lo and behold” I saw hollyhocks bedroom window this morning and “lo and behold” I saw hollyhocks bedroom window this morning and “lo and behold” I saw hollyhocks 
blooming. They fought themselves to grow taller than my weeds and grass that is in all my blooming. They fought themselves to grow taller than my weeds and grass that is in all my blooming. They fought themselves to grow taller than my weeds and grass that is in all my blooming. They fought themselves to grow taller than my weeds and grass that is in all my 
flower beds. This proved to me that Mother Nature is stronger than me. I am so far behind I flower beds. This proved to me that Mother Nature is stronger than me. I am so far behind I flower beds. This proved to me that Mother Nature is stronger than me. I am so far behind I flower beds. This proved to me that Mother Nature is stronger than me. I am so far behind I 
may nevermay nevermay nevermay never catch up by winter! The vegetables garden has priority. Who want catch up by winter! The vegetables garden has priority. Who want catch up by winter! The vegetables garden has priority. Who want catch up by winter! The vegetables garden has priority. Who wantssss to buy veggies  to buy veggies  to buy veggies  to buy veggies 
from the grocerfrom the grocerfrom the grocerfrom the groceryyyy store?  store?  store?  store? NOT ME!!NOT ME!!NOT ME!!NOT ME!!    

On the bright side, my friend, Ardie, was visiting from Tennessee and On the bright side, my friend, Ardie, was visiting from Tennessee and On the bright side, my friend, Ardie, was visiting from Tennessee and On the bright side, my friend, Ardie, was visiting from Tennessee and 
she thinks my “ornamental grass” looks great.she thinks my “ornamental grass” looks great.she thinks my “ornamental grass” looks great.she thinks my “ornamental grass” looks great.    

Until next time, Until next time, Until next time, Until next time,     

GypsyGypsyGypsyGypsy    
aaaakkkka a a a JJJJean Mortonean Mortonean Mortonean Morton    
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Craig’s Corner 
Agriculture Agent    608-847-9329 
Juneau County UW-Extension 
 
Ever wonder what people are asking (or sharing with) the Juneau County Extension Agricultural 
Agent?  Below is a sample of the latest horticultural related issues.  Have a question or comment 
just call 608-847-9329 or email craig.saxe@ces.uwex.edu  Extension publications mentioned can 
be found at:  http://learningstore.uwex.edu/   
 

• Fire blight is the most destructive bacterial disease affecting plants in the rose family, 
including apple, pear, crabapple, mountain ash, rose and spirea.  Blossoms, leaves, twigs 
and branches of plants affected by fire blight can turn dark brown to black giving the 
appearance of having been scorched in a fire.  Twigs often wilt and bend approximately 
180° forming a "shepherd's crook".  Unfortunately, there is no cure for fire blight, but its 
spread can be limited by carefully pruning out diseased branches.  Remember to disinfect 
pruning tools after each cut.  By far the most effective control strategy is to choose plants 
with resistance to fire blight.  For more information, see publication A1616 "Apple, Pear, 
And Other Related Trees Disorder; Fire Blight".   

• Sometimes tree care requires a professional’s knowledge and experience.  That's when it's 
time to consider contacting a professional arborist.  To find an arborist, I recommend going 
to the Wisconsin Arborist Association web site at:  http://www.waa-isa.org/ .  At this web 
site you'll find a directory of certified arborist for hire and a tool to help narrow down your 
search.  Unfortunately, the directory doesn't list anyone actually living in Juneau County at 
this time, so be prepared to pay for time and mileage.   

• Gypsy Moth is becoming a major tree pest in Juneau County, but one of the benefits of the 
heavy rains in June is that it promoted a moderate outbreak of the Entomophaga pathogen.  
This fungus disease needs high humidity.  If conditions are ideal, hundreds of dead gypsy 
moth larva can be found on tree trunks with very little defoliation found on the tree.  Fungus 
killed larva die in a vertical position.  Spores will be released to hopefully infect next year's 
larva.   

• Because of recent flooding, questions have risen about the safety of consuming produce 
from gardens that were under water.  Concern about using garden produce after a flood 
depends on whether the flood water was "clean", or may have been contaminated with 
sewage, farm run-off, or industrial pollutants.  The most conservative answer is that you 
discard all produce that was covered by contaminated flood water. Safety specialists have 
provided tips for considering what can be salvaged and what must be discarded. You can 
find those tips at:  (and also reprinted with permission on pages 5 & 6) 
http://dodge.uwex.edu/documents/SafetyofProducefromFloodedGardens08.pdf.  Thanks to 
Kathy Metzenbauer for researching this.   

• Tick Warning - Lyme disease and Ehrlichiosis – According to a local physician in the Eau 
Claire area, the incidence of both Lyme disease and Erhichiosis are up this year. So when 
you come back in from the field or any outdoor activities: do a thorough tick check. Believe 
me, you do not want to be put on the antibiotic. 

•  
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Safety of Produce from Flooded Gardens (June 2008) 

As a result of recent flooding, questions have been raised about the safety of consuming produce from 
gardens that were under water for a day or two. How concerned you have to be about using garden 
produce after a flood depends, to a large degree, on how "clean" the flood water was or whether it was 
likely to have been contaminated with sewage, river or creek water, farm run‐off, or industrial 
pollutants. 

The most conservative answer — one that eliminates any and all risks — is that you discard all 
produce that was touched by flood water. However, with weeks left in the growing season, you may 
wish to salvage some crops. Here are tips for considering what can be salvaged and what must be 
discarded from your flooded garden. 

Produce can be cooked to ensure safety, and this is the best choice if anything that was touched by 
flood water will be served to those most at risk for serious consequences from foodborne illness: young 
children, the elderly, pregnant women and those with compromised immune systems. 

For produce to be consumed uncooked (raw), begin by discarding all leafy vegetables such as 
lettuce or spinach – regardless of how mature the plants are. It's not possible to scrub these crops as 
they have many ridges and crevices that could contain contaminated silt or bacteria. All soft fruits that 
are ready to harvest such as strawberries or raspberries, must be cooked; they too are impossible to 
thoroughly clean and can not be safely consumed raw.  

Other produce may be salvaged depending on the crop and how far along it is in the growing 
season. In general, any produce for which the edible part was directly touched by flood water presents 
a potential risk to health if consumed. This includes produce that was submerged or splashed by flood 
water. The ability to salvage crops that will be eaten raw with minimal risk depends on the source of the 
flood water, time to harvest, and whether potential contamination will have been internalized into the 
plant tissue. 

One starting point for evaluating the safety of produce from flooded gardens is the National Organic 
Program (NOP) guidance to farmers wishing to harvest produce from soil fertilized with 
non‐composted manure. The NOP requires a 90‐day period before harvesting edible material from 
plants grown in soil fertilized with non‐composted manure – the manure can not have touched the 
edible material. NOP standards require a 120‐day period before harvest of edible plant material with 
direct contact with non‐composted manure. Research suggests that contamination from 
non‐composted manure should present a more significant health risk than contamination from flood 
waters. 

Early season crops that will be harvested within the next few weeks and that remained above flood 
waters should be safe if cooked or peeled. Examine any produce carefully before harvest. If it is soft 
or cracked, bruised, or has open fissures where contamination might have entered, throw it out. Begin 
by rinsing produce with clear tap water (do not use soap) followed by a brief soak (2 minutes) in a weak 
chlorine solution of 2 Tablespoons bleach to a gallon of water. Rinse in cool, clean tap water. Peel or  
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cook thoroughly before eating. Take care to prevent cross contamination in the kitchen. Change the 
bleach solution if you notice the water is no longer clean. 

Plants where fruits have set (tomatoes) or where flowers are evident (broccoli/cauliflower) present an 
undefined risk. Before consuming these crops raw, consider the source of the flood water, the time 
since contamination, and the health of the tissue. Always discard any tissue that is bruised, cracked or 
otherwise blemished. Washing fresh produce with clear water, followed by a brief soak in a dilute 
bleach solution (see above) and then rinsing before eating or peeling will help to reduce any remaining 
risk. 

Underground vegetables such as beets, carrots and potatoes that are still early in the growing 
season should be safe if allowed to grow to maturity (4‐8 more weeks). Root crops that will be 
consumed within the month (i.e. new potatoes) should be washed in water, rinsed and sanitized as 
directed above before cooking thoroughly. Note: beets may be peeled after cooking, if desired. 

Melons and other fruits which will be eaten raw should not be consumed. Recent foodborne illness 
outbreaks linked to melons suggest that these low‐acid fruits may not be safe even if 
surface‐sanitized. 

Late‐‐‐‐season vegetables that result from flowers produced on growth that develops after flood waters 
subside should be safe. To increase safety, cook them thoroughly, or at least wash them well and peel 
them, if possible, before eating. This could include tomatoes, peppers, eggplants, squash, cucumbers, 
and similar vegetables. 

Flood‐‐‐‐damaged garden produce that is otherwise unfit for eating should not be canned or 
otherwise preserved. Garden produce that would be safe to consume after washing, sanitizing and 
cooking may be safely canned. Because the low temperature of home dehydrators do not destroy high 
numbers of bacteria, do not attempt to dehydrate produce from flooded gardens.  

Never sell produce from a flood‐damaged garden at a farm market or farm stand until you are sure 
that all contamination has been removed from the garden, usually a period of at least one month after 
the last incidence of flooding. Check with the Division of Food Safety of the Department of Agriculture, 
Trade, and Consumer Protection (608) 224‐4665 if you have questions about market sales of 
garden‐flooded produce.  

 
August 2007 (rev. June 2008) 
Barbara Ingham 
Food Science Extension Specialist 

Steve Ingham 
Food Safety Extension Specialist 
University of Wisconsin Extension 
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 Calendar of Events 
NOTE: Be sure to call & check times & dates to verify event.  

July 21, 2008 - Vegetables: The New and The Old - West Madison Ag 

Research Station, Verona, WI - Join Karen Delahaut, Extension Vegetable 
Specialist, at 6:00 p.m. to learn about some modern and heirloom cultivars of 
vegetables that are being grown in the garden. Free. For more information contact 
Asst. Superintendent Judy Reith-Rozelle, 8502 Mineral Point Rd., Verona, WI 
53593-9689 at (608) 262-2257 or fax (608) 829-307. 

July 24, 2008 - Twilight Tour - Rotary Botanical Gardens, Janesville, WI - 

Free educational tours of grounds.  For more information call Rotary Botanical 
Gardens at (608) 752-3885. 

July 25, 2008 (12:00 noon) - Youth Horticulture Web Site - Brown Bag 

Program - contact UW Ext Office for access. - Join Mike Maddox to learn more 
about a new website that will be a clearinghouse of information for those offering 
horticulture education to children. 

July 31 - Aug 10, 2008 - Wisconsin State Fair - West Allis, WI - Cows, 
cream puffs, amusement park rides, and many horticultural exhibits and programs, 
including SEW MGA displays. See the State Fair website for details at 
http://www.wsfp.state.wi.us/home/wsfp/ 

Aug 5, 2008 - Fruit, Vegetable and Flower Twilight Tour - Hancock Ag 

Research Station, Hancock, WI - Hosted in the Albert Horticultural Garden 
from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. Tour the station and research plots, and see more than 600 
varieties of perennials, herbs, prairie plants, shade plants, grapes and heirloom 
varieties. For more information contact the Hancock Ag Research Station, N3909 
County Hwy V, Hancock, WI 54943-7547 at (715) 249-5961 or fax (715) 249-
5850 

Aug 12, 2008 - Fruit Walk: Grapes, Raspberries, Blueberries, Apples, 

Strawberries, and All Those Little Unknown Fruits - West Madison Ag 

Research Station, Verona, WI - Join Bob Tomesh, Extension Horticulture 
Specialist, at 6:00 p.m. to learn about the various fruits being grown in the garden. 
Free. For more information contact Asst. Superintendent Judy Reith-Rozelle, 8502 
Mineral Point Rd., Verona, WI 53593-9689 at (608) 262-2257 or fax (608) 829-
3074 

Aug 14, 2008 - Herbal Teas - Rotary Botanical Gardens, Janesville, WI - 

Hosted by the Janesville Area Herb Society, beginning at 7:00 p.m. $5 donation. For 
more information call Rotary Botanical Gardens at call (608) 752-3885. 

Aug 16, 2008 - Urban Horticulture Field Day - West Madison Ag Research 

Station, Verona, WI - Tours, vegetable sampling and demonstrations on a variety 
of topics from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Free. For more information contact Asst. 
Superintendent Judy Reith-Rozelle, 8502 Mineral Point Rd., Verona, WI 53593-
9689 at (608) 262-2257 or fax (608) 829-3074 

Aug 22, 2008 (12:00 noon) - Growing Tender Bulbs: Glad, Canna, Dahlia - 

Brown Bag Program - contact UW Ext. Office for access. - Join Bob Tomesh to 
learn more about growing and storing these wonderful additions to the summer 
garden. 

Aug 22-23, 2008 - Explore the World of Perennial Gardening - Madison, WI 

- Presented by the Central Region of the Perennial Plant Association, this two-day 
"mini" symposium offers great opportunities to learn from the experts, as well as 
visit some local public and private gardens and businesses. At Madison Marriott 
West, 1313 John Q. Hammons Drive, Madison. $175, includes Friday lectures, 
Saturday tour, lunches on both days and refreshment breaks. Single day 
registration available. For more information contact the Perennial Plant Association 
at ppa@perennialplant.org or (614) 771-8431. 

� If you would like to host a garden tour list two months of your 
choice:  ___________  __________ 

� If you are a current Master Gardener List the year you took your 
training:  ______________________ 

� If not, would you like information on becoming a Master 
Gardener? __________________________ 

NAME  

ADDRESS  

CITY  

STATE  ZIP  

PHONE (                ) 

E-MAIL  

 ANNUAL DUES: $12.00 from January thru December 2008 
CHECK PAYABLE TO: Juneau County Master Gardeners 

MAIL THIS FORM AND CHECK TO: 
Irene Klingemann, W5805 Brown Rd, Mauston WI 53948 

2008 JUNEAU COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS MEMBERSHIP FORM 
AREAS OF INTEREST THAT YOU WOULD LIKE  

TO LEARN ABOUT– Check all that Apply 
 

LANDSCAPING FRUITS 
 GROUND COVERS  SMALL FRUITS 
 SHRUBS & TREES  WILD FRUITS 
 LAWN CARE  OTHER _______________ 
 WATER GARDENING PESTS 
 DESIGN  INSECTS 
 NATIVE PLANTS  WILDLIFE 
 GRASSES  CONTROL 
 VINES  PESTICIDES 

HOUSEPLANTS  DISEASES 
 CACTI & SUCCULENTS FLOWERS 
 ORCHIDS  PERENNIALS 
 OTHER: ______________  ANNUALS 
   ROSES 
  WILD FLOWERS 

 
OTHER AREAS OF INTEREST 

 COMPOSTING  IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 
 GARDEN PLANNING  ORGANIC GARDENING 
 PHOTOGRAPHY  VEGETABLES 
 PRUNING  SEED STARTING 
 HERBS  CONTAINER GARDENING 
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Cooperative Extension 
Juneau County UW-Extension 
211 Hickory Street 
Mauston WI 53948 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An EEO/Affirmative Action employer, University of Wisconsin-Extension provides equal 
Opportunities in employment and programming, including Title IX and ADA requirements. 

Send articles and other 
ideas for the Master 
Gardeners newsletter to: 
 
Irene Klingemann,  
W5805 Brown Rd, 
Mauston WI 53948 
 
Or email: 
klingermstn@jvlnet.com 
and please add in the 
subject line Master 
Gardeners. 
 

REMINDER: 

If you are now getting the 
WIMGA newsletter, to save 
on cost and paper (Save a 
Tree), e-mail Susan Mahr at 
semahr@facstaff.wisc.edu to 
register for the electronic 
copy. 

AFTERNOONS ON THE LAKE          by Lincoln Hartford 
 
We push the breathless lake around. 

Mammoth loud-mouthed boats, 

squealing children, splashing dogs 

whooping after the stick 

fleshy parents standing guard 

armed with gossip 

under a sea-sky of cumulus clouds, 

climbing, mounting each other, 

while Father Sun shouts 

what everyone knows, 

“I’m in charge here.” 

On the quiet front 

of the eastern shore 

patient cottonwoods 

arch over rippling water 

clinging to rocks and sand. 

They all wait 

until the sky master  

drops over the edge. Then the great lady  

will seek her common level, and rest, 

not caring if we love or die. 

All the attendant community 

will continue to call her  

“home”. 
 

 


