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Hort - Q&A  

 
Here’s a sample of horticultural questions received and answered by Juneau County Extension 
Agriculture Agent, Craig Saxe or a Juneau County Master Gardener Volunteer.  Have a question 
or comment just call 608-847-9329 or email craig.saxe@ces.uwex.edu.  Extension publications 
mentioned can be found at http://learningstore.uwex.edu/  or Garden Facts at:  
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/wihort/  

·  Brian Hudelson, UW-Madison Plant Pathologist shared that he’s had several 
recent inquiries about strange yellowish masses growing in gardens.  The masses 
appear to be what he calls slime mold.  These organisms tend to pop up in wet 
weather and in situations where new bark mulch has recently been spread.  These 
organisms are not harmful, but can be very alien-looking.  The best means of 
"control" is patience, as the eggy masses will eventually darken, dry up, break 
apart and blow away.   

·  Did you know that the Wisconsin DNR maintains records on the largest trees in the state?  
They’re called champion trees.  The DNR keeps big tree records to encourage the 
appreciation of Wisconsin's forest and trees. Hunting for the big ones can put you in 
touch with our natural resources heritage. Many of the records, however, are quite old and 
out of date, so consider helping the DNR update their list. The DNR champion tree 
records are easily searchable by going to http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/Uf/champion/ .    

·  Ox-eye daisy is an attractive, but somewhat weedy, short-lived herbaceous perennial from 
the British Isles, Europe and northern Asia. From late spring into summer these pretty 
white daisies dance on the ends of long stems in gardens, meadows, dry fields, roadsides 
and railroad right-of-ways and even waste areas.  It is often confused with the ornamental 
Shasta daisy, but the Shasta daisy is more robust and has larger flowers that bloom later 
on heavier stems.  It is not a threat to intact prairies and savannas, but readily invades 
disturbed ground. In some places it is considered a noxious weed, and is especially 
problematic in pastures.  For more on Ox-eye daisy go to:  
http://www.hort.wisc.edu/mastergardener/   

·  Weeds compete directly with strawberry plants for light, water, and nutrients, so keep 
plant rows narrow and free of weeds.  Chemical weed control is, however, not suggested 
for home strawberry gardens.  Instead pull weeds by hand or use a sharp hoe to cut weeds 
off just below the soil surface.  For more see publication A2127 “Strawberry Pest 
Management for Home Gardeners” or A1597, “Growing Strawberries in Wisconsin”.  

NOTE  Craig’s Corner has been revamped and is now called “Hort - Q&A”.  
Let me know what you think 
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�  If you would like to host a garden tour list two months of your 
choice:  ___________  __________ 

�  If you are a current Master Gardener List the year you took 
your training:  ______________________ 

�  If not, would you like information on becoming a Master 
Gardener? __________________________ 

NAME  

ADDRESS  

CITY  

STATE  ZIP  

PHONE (                ) 

E-MAIL  

 ANNUAL DUES: $12.00 from January thru December 2009 
CHECK PAYABLE TO: Juneau County Master Gardeners 

MAIL THIS FORM AND CHECK TO: 
Irene Klingemann, W5805 Brown Rd, Mauston WI 53948  

AREAS OF INTEREST THAT YOU WOULD LIKE  
TO LEARN ABOUT– Check all that Apply 

 
LANDSCAPING FRUITS 

 GROUND COVERS  SMALL FRUITS 
 SHRUBS &  TREES  WILD FRUITS 
 LAWN CARE  OTHER _______________ 
 WATER GARDENING  PESTS 
 DESIGN  INSECTS 
 NATIVE PLANTS   WILDLIFE  
 GRASSES  CONTROL  
 VINES  PESTICIDES 

HOUSEPLANTS  DISEASES 
 CACTI &  SUCCULENTS FLOWERS 
 ORCHIDS  PERENNIALS  
 OTHER : 

______________ 
 ANNUALS 

   ROSES 
  WILD FLOWERS 

 
OTHER AREAS OF INTEREST 

 COMPOSTING   IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 
 GARDEN PLANNING   ORGANIC GARDENING  
 PHOTOGRAPHY   VEGETABLES  
 PRUNING   SEED STARTING  
 HERBS  CONTAINER GARDENING  

2009 JUNEAU COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS MEMBERSHIP FORM  
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Cooperative Extension 
Juneau County UW-Extension 
211 Hickory Street 
Mauston WI 53948 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An EEO/Affirmative Action employer, University of Wisconsin-Extension provides equal 
Opportunities in employment and programming, including Title IX and ADA requirements. 

 


