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JUNEAU COUNTY

“aeS ./ MASTER GARDENERS i€
ﬂ\ AS’TE% NEWSLETTER
GARDENER June 2009
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Summer begins June 21 and hopefully by then no more worries of cold weather. So far there has been a
lack of warming weather. We've had the rains recently and the grass is green — it hasn’t had a chance to burn up
in the hot sun yet (haven't had any). Unfortunately, the weeds are doing great. The old saying “an ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of cure” holds true in the case of weeds. Consider all potential sources of weed
seed and make sure when you plant seeds they are free from contamination with weed seed. Consider the
source of any soil or compost used in transplanting or amending the garden soil. Prevent weed seed production
in areas surrounding the flower and vegetable gardens by mowing weeds prior to them flowering. And finally,
put a 2 to 4” layer of organic mulch in vegetable gardens, on flowerbeds and around trees and shrubs. Good
mulches include shredded bark, woodchips, chipped yard waste or even grass clipping. Mulch discourages
weed growth, holds in soil moisture and maintains even soil temperatures.

Seeds can continue to be sown throughout July for late crops of beets, bush beans, carrots, chard, Chinese
cabbage, cucumbers, kohlrabi, and corn. For summer planting, make the furrows and then moisten before sowing
seeds. “Harden-off” plants before putting in the garden by setting them out in a sheltered area not in direct sunlight.
Then plant early in the day and shade the plant, or plant in early evening to prevent sunburn of tender young plants.
Transplants of broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, collards, kale, kohlrabi, onion sets, and onion plants can also be
planted for fall crops. It is considered to be relatively safe to transplant tomatoes to the garden by the beginning of
June. Keep tomato plants well mulched and evenly moist to reduce the incidence of blossom end rot and cracking.

Because asparagus crowns must have a rest period to rejuvenate before the next year's crop, stop
harvesting by the end of June. Allow asparagus to produce tops now and fertilize the plantings with 10-10-10
fertilizer or with manure. To keep weeds in check, a layer of mulch can be added.

Flower beds require routine maintenance now to keep it looking good. The greenery from spring bulb flowers
should be allowed to yellow and dry completely to development vigorous growth next year before they can be cut
and removed — don’t pull, you could pull out the bulbs. Dead head flowers as they fade and cut iris stalks after
blossoms finish. Pinch back chrysanthemums to half of its height to promote fuller, denser growth. Flower buds will
form on new growth and be ready for a fall showy display of color.

June is the dairy month and what could be better than fresh strawberries and
ice cream — the best of this month’s traditional fare. While this season seems slow
to get going and my strawberry plants are first blooming they are available in the
produce section at stores. Handled gently, these little ruby sweet jewels are a treat
just eating fresh, atop shortcake, over ice cream, or persevered as a jam or jelly by
themselves or combined with other fruit such as rhubarb. By the way, you can still
harvest rhubarb just don’t take all the stalks at one picking this would weaken the
plant and reduce the size of future harvest
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Agriculture Agent 608-847-9329
Juneau County UW-Extension

Craig’s Corner )

Ever wonder what people are asking (or sharing)wite Juneau County Extension Agricultural
Agent? Below is a sample of the latest horticaltuelated issues. Have a question or comme
just call 608-847-9329 or emaitaig.saxe@ces.uwex.edtxtension publications mentioned
can be found athttp://learningstore.uwex.edu/

Asparagus should be fertilized in the same wayasdst of the garden during the establishmen
years. In the spring, apply 10-10-10, 12-12-121%#15-15 fertilizer at the rate of 20 to 25
pounds per 1000 ft.2 of area and incorporate vathtilage. After establishment apply the same
amount of fertilizer, but delay application untitinediately after the final harvest. This
approach encourages a vigorous growth of the "fevhich produces and stores nutrients in the
roots for next year’s production season.

Spruce, pine, fir and other evergreen trees gdgperaed very little pruning. However, if

growth is too rapid you may want to consider soiglet [pruning or shearing. Prune all
evergreens except pines before growth starts isghag, or during the semi-dormargriod in
midsummer. Unbranched tips of side branches aicepor fir may be cut back by two thirds of
their length to keep the tree fuller and a littlgnower. For Pines cut or pinch off about two
thirds of the length of the soft new growth (casjliduring the growing period in late spring or
early summer each year.

Some maple trees were recently infected with bldotches on their leaves. The UW-Extension
Plant Disease Diagnostics Clinic has diagnosedathis combination of two fungal disease
problems, anthracnose and Venturia leaf blotchol,Greet spring conditions have provided
excellent conditions for this to occur. The bottiime is not to panic. For many trees,
anthracnose is a cosmetic disease, making théoowke little ragged, but not killing the tree. A
good fall clean-up of fallen leaves can go a loray o help reduce the severity of these sorts of
diseases. If however, a tree has been defoligteshtiracnose over a several year period, a
fungicide for disease control may be warranted.Moformation on anthracnose can be found
at: http://wihort.uwex.edu/ Control recommendations for Venturia leaf bloach basically
identical to anthracnose.

Pesticides are commonly used in gardens. Althoegtstered pesticides can be used safely, the
chemicals themselves may be poisonous and ofteraaceogenic. Which means the wise use
and selection of pesticides is critical. Starré&ynembering that your first step against pests is
not chemical sprays but rather proper plant seectnd providing a healthy environment for
your plants. Before applying pesticides, alwaysirand follow the directions on the label.
Notice the warnings and cautions. Apply pesticiolely on plants that are specified on the label,
in recommended amounts, and at recommended irgertainecessary sprays are costly, they
kill beneficial insects that naturally control pgstind pesticide residues can build up on your
vegetables.

" | Send articles and other ideas for the Magter
I « » Gardeners Newsletter to: N
" 2 Irene Klingemann "
" 0o W5805 Brown Rd n
n woo Mauston WI 53948 h
wo .+ Or emailklingermstn@wildblue.net
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2009 JUNEAU COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS MEMBERSHIP FORM

AREAS OF INTEREST THAT YOU WOULD LIKE
To LEARN ABOUT— Check all that Apply

If you would like to host a garden tour list two months of your
choice:

LANDSCAPING FRUTS If you are a current Master Gardener List the year you took your
GROUND COVERS SVALL FRUITS training:
SHRUBS & TREES WILD FRUITS )
LAWN CARE OTHER o ) )
WATER GARDENING PESTS If not, would you like information on becoming a Master
DESIGN INSECTS Gardener?
NATIVE PLANTS WILDLIFE
GRASSES CONTROL NAME
VINES PESTICIDES
HOUSEPLANTS DISEASES ADDRESS
CACTI & SUCCULENTS FLOWERS
ORCHIDS PERENNIALS Ciry
OTHER: ANNUALS STATE ZIp
Roses PHONE _( )
WILD FLOWERS
E-MAIL
OTHER AREAS OF INTEREST
COMPOSTING IRRIGATION SYSTEMS ANNUAL DuEs: $12.00 from January thru December 2009
GARDEN PLANNING ORGANIC GARDENING CHECK PAYABLE To: Juneau County Master Gardeners
PHOTOGRAPHY VEGETABLES MAIL THIS FORM AND CHECK TO:
PRUNING SEED STARTING Irene Klingemann, W5805 Brown Rd, Mauston WI 53948
HERBS CONTAINER GARDENING
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uw -
EXtension
Cooperative Extension
Juneau County UW-Extension

211 Hickory Street
Mauston WI 53948

An EEO/Affirmative Action employer, University of \tonsir-Extension provides equal
Opportunities in employment and programming, intigdritle IX and ADA requirement
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