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JUNEAU COUNTY 

MASTER GARDENERS  
NEWSLETTER 

September  2009 
 

UW-Extension Juneau County 

 

September Master Garden Meeting 

W h e n :  Monday Sept 28, 2009 
 6:30 – 8:30 pm 

W h er e �  Boorman House 
 Union St  
 Mauston  WI 53948 

Car pool when you can – Parking is limited 
Bring along lawn or folding chair 
Reminders  plants for plant sale and silent auction - 
benefits Union Center-Wonewoc Food Panty 
And  refreshments and snacks for this meeting - signed 
up were:  Marsha Lubinski, Debby Bollig, Sally Spangler 

�

� g e n d a :  
�  Meet & Greet 
�  Garden Tour 
�  Plant Sale  
�  Silent Auction 

O l d  B u s i n e ss :  
�  Adopt-a-Highway – Maureen  
�  Boorman House – Irene/Brigitte/Margarete 
�  Buckhorn State Park Project – Rich Mazzoni  
�  Dave Brendle Park – Dee 
�  Grayside Community Gardens 
�  Hess Hospital Healing Garden – Elaine Vanderslice 
�  Necedah National Wildlife Refuge 
�  WIMGA Conference Update – Rich/Arris 

D i r e ct i o n s � �

In Mauston 

�  Hwy 58 (Union Street)  
�  Just north past corner of Hwy 82 East on west side of 

street 
�  Look for balloons 

 

R e p or t s :  
�  Approval of Aug 24 meeting minutes 
�  Treasurer’s Report: Irene 
�  Correspondence  
�  Historian – Duane and Pat 
�  Membership – Jan  Brendle 
�  UW Extension Update – Craig Saxe 

N e w  B u s i n es s :  
�  Selection of new Nominating Committee 
�  Dues for 2010 
�  Set up meetings for next year 
�  2010 MGV Training 
�  2010 Wisconsin Garden Journals 
�  Any other business0 P r o j e c t s  
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Juneau County Master Gardeners meeting Minutes  
August 24, 2009 6:30 pm     Jean Morton Residence 

Secretary:  Rich Milgrom 
 

Meet and Greet 
Magazine and catalog swap 
Plant & Book sale to benefit Elroy Food Pantry 
Garden Tour 
Meeting was brought to order by President Maureen Fox  
Approval of the July 27th minutes. 
Minutes accepted. 
Thank you to Jean for her fine hospitality and beautiful garden tour and many veggies. 
The first Juneau County Master Gardener meeting was held at Jean’s home six years ago. 
There were two guests; Aunt Tillie, guest of Gail Hitchcock, and Naval Officer Chris, guest of Sharon Duffy. 
There were 29 people in attendance.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Previous Balance:  $ 1448.37 
Income:   2 Memberships=$24.00 

3 Garden Journals=$39.00 
Elroy Fair plant sale=$72.05,  
plant sales last meeting=$10.50 

Total Income:  $ 145.55 
Expenses:   New Lisbon Food Pantry $10.50, 

Juneau County Fair $135.00  
Tillie   $9.18, potting soil community garden. 

Total Expenses:  $ 154.68 
Current Balance:  $ 1439.24 

Treasurer’s report was received by all. 

Historian Report – Duane and Pat – We have 3 full albums and need to add 2 more.  A motion was made to 
purchase two more albums, motion carried. 

Membership – Jan - 48 members – Volunteer hours are due to Jan by September 15th. 

Old Business: 
� Adopt-a-Highway – Maureen - Nothing new to report 
� Boorman House – Irene/Brigitte/Margarete - Next meeting is at Boorman House.  Bring items for 

silent auction.  Items do not have to garden related. 
� Buckhorn State Park Project – Rich Mazzoni - All done, for now.  Rich will plant some daffodils around 

the flagpole this fall. 
� Grayside Community Gardens Update – Irene - Garden Walk is every Tuesday.  There will be 

discussions on how to fix various vegetables. 
� Hess Hospital Healing Garden – Lutrelle - The hospital is applying for a grant, but children need to be 

involved.  Oct. 8th at 5:30 pm for clean-up, alternate rain date 10/15. 
� Juneau County Fair – Jan, Sharon & Pat - We took in $308 (from plant sales) less $50 deposit for 

next year.  We had 16 workers and 15 brought plants.  Next year we will again have 2 booths that will 
be next to each other.  The Fair would like JCMG to donate towards the purchase of ribbons for the 
Champion category in Open Class Garden/Flowers.  A motion was made by Jan to donate $25, 2nd by 
Pat, motion carried. 

� WIMGA Conference Update – Rich/Arris - Nothing to report next meeting is August 31st at Ho-Chunk 
to go over the final details. 
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New Business: 
� Selection of new Nominating Committee - Nothing new to report 
� MGV Meeting Site for October 26, 2009, 6:00 pm -Burr Oak Winery – wine tasting and presentation 

on growing grapes. 
� 2010 Wisconsin Garden Journals - Still have time to place an order. 

Other Business: 
� Habitat for Humanity would like the house in Mauston landscaped.  Maureen is checking to see if this 

within the Master Gardener guidelines.  
� April Martell sent an appeal to those with extra garden produce.  She has lists of senior meal sites, 

food pantries, senior living complexes and low income apartment complexes who would greatly 
appreciate receiving any extra produce.  Contact her at the Juneau County Extension Office if you 
can help. 

Calendar – 
September 28th – Silent auction at the Boorman House – Dues due ($12.00) 
October 2 & 3 – WIMGA 2009 Convention at the Ho Chunk Convention Center, Baraboo 
October 26th – Burr Oak Winery – 6:00 pm 
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Craig stopped out to look and yes, the tomato plants are hurting.  At this point I’m not sure there’s a 

whole lot that can be done to save the plants.  Below I noted some control options that might have slowed the 
disease progress, but even with our best efforts, the weather just favored the disease.  If you walk around and 
look, you’ll note that the staked/caged plants held off the disease longer.  I’m guessing mostly because of better 
air circulation.  The red tomatoes should still be edible, but I’m guessing April would recommend that they not be 
canned, since they may be to low in natural acid.  Prevention is the big issue for next year.  The disease is in the 
garden, so everyone should work to remove tomato vines from the garden and not compost them back into the 
garden.  Also any stakes or cages used on tomatoes this year should be bleached before using them next year. 

One last comment, there is at least one plot that is infested with whiteflies.  Personally, I don’t think 
there’s any reason to control whiteflies this late in the season.  They are a heat loving pest that will not survive 
Wisconsin winters.  Had we had a warmer summer, they would have been a bigger problem.  They’re here, 
because they hitched a ride with someone’s bedding plants this spring.  If it was my own garden, I would not buy 
bedding plants from the same source.  In this case, it’s probably hard to identify the source.  Next year we’ll have 
to keep a close eye out for them and control them as needed.  
�������������	
���
����

��
	��������
��
��������

����
�������	�

�
����	�� 
�������
���
�������������
���
�����	�������������������������������
��
 �����

������
	�������
��!	�������
��
���"#
���
����#����� 
��#����$������	���

�����
����
���%& '(

���	��
	�����	��������)�����
���� ���

 “When tomatoes become overripe and soft, they can become dramatically lower in acid (higher in pH). 
Damaged areas on tomatoes caused by bruises, cracks, blossom end rot or insects are lower in acid. Tomatoes 
exposed to frost or tomatoes harvested from dead vines may be lower in acid. Tomatoes growing on dead vines 
or those ripening indoors may not develop the proper acidity for safe home canning. Instead, harvest green 
tomatoes from late season, dead or frost damaged vines, and use these green tomatoes in a relish or salsa.  

DO NOT USE for canned tomatoes or juice:  
1) any overripe or damaged tomatoes or  
2) tomatoes harvested from dead or frost killed vines. Tomatoes not suitable for canning may be trimmed 
and eaten fresh or frozen. “ 

Just a reminder since we are in the height of tomato season--- if you are canning tomatoes that don’t 
fall into the category described above you should be adding an acid source—You can use bottled lemon juice to 
acidify canned tomatoes. Add 1 Tablespoon per pint or 2 Tablespoons per quart. Measure this amount into 
canning jars before sealing. You can add a small amount of sugar—1 teaspoon per quart—to offset the acid 
taste, if you desire.  
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Calendar of Events  

NOTE: Be sure to call & check times & dates to verify event 

Contact for more information on any event at Olbrich Botanical 
Gardens, 3330 Atwood Ave., Madison, WI 53704; phone (608) 
246-4550. 

Sept 25 (12:00 noon) - Composting: How to Make and Use 
- Brown Bag Program contact UW Ext Office for access - 
There is continued strong interest in backyard composting 
among Wisconsin residents.  Similarly, the desire to compost 
organic materials is growing dramatically among commercial 
and industrial enterprises such as grocery stores, restaurants, 
and food-related manufacturers. All yards produce waste from 
pruning, lawn mowing and other routine plant care activities 
and composting is a way to reduce the volume of organic 
wastes and return them to the soil to benefit growing plants. 
Composted organic matter improves the drainage and aeration 
of clay soil, serve as a separator that "shoulders apart" tightly 
packed clay particles to allow water and air to enter, helps 
sandy soil hold water and nutrients and has many more 
benefits.  Join Dr. Robert Tomesh for a discussion on making 
and using compost. 

Sept 26 - Food for Thought Festival - Madison, WI - 
REAP Food Group welcomes author Michael Pollan to its 11th 
annual Food For Thought Festival from 8:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
on MLK Blvd at the Capitol Square. The festival aims to 
reconnect people with food on a local level through speakers, 
presentations, and demonstrations; a local food court; kids’ 
activities; information booths from more than 60 local vendors 
and food producers; and more. Pollan’s talk at 10 a.m. is made 
possible in partnership with The Center for the Humanities; 
Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation; the Nelson Institute 
for Environmental Studies; the Center for Culture, History, 
and Environment (CHE); the Wisconsin Initiative for Science 
Literacy; the Bradshaw-Knight Foundation; UW-Madison 
Libraries; the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. For 
more information contact Miriam Grunes at (608) 310-7836. 
Oct 2-3 - WI Annual MG Conference - Wisconsin Dells, 
WI - "Gardening is a Gamble – But Worth It!" Hosted by the 
Adams Co., Columbia Co., Juneau Co., Sauk Co., and Marquette 
Co Master Gardener Associations at the Ho-Chunk Hotel & 
Conference Center. This year’s conference will allow Master 
Gardeners to dig deeper into some of the problems gardeners 
everywhere struggle with: the weather, invasive plants, wildlife 
damage, or continuing our passion as we age. Creating an 
environment that is sustainable, yet beautiful sounds 
challenging, but will be easier after learning sessions at this 
conference. Keynote speakers include Neil Diboll, Prairie 
Nursery, Playing Your Wild Card—Gardening with Native Plants 
and Professor Jim Neinhuis, UW-Madison, Master Gardeners—
Connecting to our World. More details listed to the right. 

Keynote speakers include: 

 Neil Diboll, Prairie Nursery, Playing Your Wild Card—
Gardening with Native Plants  

 Dr. Jim Neinhuis, UW-Madison Horticulture Dept., 
The Art of Vegetables  

 Dr. William Gartner, UW-Madison Geography Dept., 
Restoration of Ancient Ho-Chunk Gardens  

Breakout sessions I 

 Restoration of a Tall-grass Prairie —Mark Martin & 
Sue Foote-Martin, Goose Pond Sanctuary  

 Growing Sales: How Plants Get Into a Seed Catalog — 
Dick Zondag, Jung’s Seed Co. 

 Fabulous Flora for Beneficial Bugs — Samantha 
Peckham, Olbrich Gardens 

 Garden Journaling — Susan Kilmer, Horticulturist, 
UW-Madison Arboretum 

 Creating a Healing Garden — Marcy Huffaker & Keri 
Olson, St. Clare Hospital, Baraboo 

Breakout sessions II 

 Five Steps to Successful Prairie Meadow 
Establishment — Neil Diboll, Prairie Nursery  

 Fooling Mother Nature: Using Cold Frames, Hoop 
Houses & Hot Caps to Extend the Gardening Season — 
Barb Larson, UW-Extension Kenosha Co. Horticulture 
Agent  

 Dealing with the Invaders — Kelly Kearns, WI 
Department of Natural Resources  

 Cultural Uses of Herbs — Kathryn Scheidermayer, 
Garden Spirit  

 Where the Buffalo Roamed: Land Restoration 
Projects in Wisconsin — Alison Duff, International 
Crane Foundation  

Breakout sessions III 

 What’s Up with Wisconsin Weather? — Drs. Steve 
Ackerman & Jonathan Martin, UW-Madison 
Atmospheric & Oceanic Sciences Department (aka 
"The Weather Guys")  

 Lifelong Gardening — Mike Koch, Jeff and Jane 
Breuer, Columbia Co. Master Gardeners  

 New Wave Design: Creating Sustainable Gardens 
While Providing Habitat for Butterflies, Birds and 
More — Ina Lukas, Blooming Valley Nursery  

 Master Gardener Projects You Can Duplicate in Your 
County — Judith Reith-Rozelle, West Madison Ag 
Research Station  

 Dealing with Problem Wildlife — Dr. David Drake, UW-
Madison Wildlife Ecology Department  
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Oct 14 - Piecing Together Nature - Montello, WI  - The 
Thyme Shares Master Gardener Volunteers & Friends, UWEX 
Marquette Co. will feature Anita Carpenter at their Fall 
Outreach session. The general public is encouraged to attend. 
Anita is a pharmacist/naturalist/writer/quilter with a passion 
for the natural world. Her nature writings frequently appear in 
Wisconsin Natural Resources magazine. She has found a unique 
way to express her love of the natural world through the 
creation of original, nature-themed quilts. Come and enjoy the 
quilts as Anita shares the stories these quilts have to tell. At 
the Service Center, 480 Underwood Ave., Montello. $3. For 
more information, contact Jane Oravetz 

Oct 23 (12:00 noon) - Raspberry Selection and 
Management - Brown Bag Program contact UW Ext Office 
for access - Homeowners have long enjoyed the fruit from 
raspberries. Since there are various cultivars and seasonal 
selections available to extend the summer growing season: 
cultivar selection and plant management will be the topic of 
discussion. 

Nov 13 (12:00 noon) - Landscaping to Attract Wildlife -
Brown Bag Program contact UW Ext Office for access- Loss 
of habitat is a major threat to wildlife. As a result, if wildlife 
populations are to be successfully conserved, we must provide 
habitat for them on private lands. Habitat restoration is 
especially critical where urbanization and agriculture 
development has eliminated most natural areas. So providing 
backyard habitat for wildlife also is important for landscape 
aspect for the appreciation of nature. Join us as we address 
landscape approaches to improve wildlife habitat 

Nov 27 - Dec 27 - Olbrich's Holiday Express - Flower and 
Model Train Show - Olbrich Botanical Gardens, Madison, 
WI - Twinkling lights, festive poinsettias, tiny landscapes, and 
large-scale model trains: all aboard for Olbrich’s Holiday 
Express! Trains travel through miniature evergreen forests 
and colorful poinsettias as they make their way through a 
detailed landscape made of natural materials by Olbrich's 
horticulture staff. Mondays through Saturdays from 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Sundays from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Admission is $3 for adults, $2 for children ages 3 – 12 (OBS 
members free) and includes admission to the tropical Bolz 
Conservatory. Admission is free each Wednesday and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to noon. 

Dec 12-31 - Holiday Light Show - Rotary Botanical 
Gardens, Janesville, WI - From 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., daily 
except Dec 24 and 25. For more information call Rotary 
Botanical Gardens at (608) 752-3885 or visit the RBG website. 

Dec 18 (12:00 noon) - Fruit Crop Pest Management Tactics 
- Brown Bag Program contact UW Ext Office for access - 
Gardeners are disappointed when a portion or all of a small or 
tree fruit planting dies or the quality of fruit produced leaves 
a lot to be desired. Injury to the trunk, crown (area at the soil 
line) or roots generally is the primary cause of death to plants 
and can be caused by winter cold, poorly-drained soil, mouse 
and rabbit feeding damage, root and crown diseases and 
borers – alone or in combination – can all cause loss of plants. 
Reduced fruit quality is often the result of poor pest 
management during the growing season. Join us for a review of 
the problems and tactics to improve the situations. 

Jan 30-31, 2010 - Orchid Quest 2010 - Madison, WI - 
The annual mid-winter show and sale of the Madison Orchid 
Growers Guild will be from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily in the 
Exhibition Hall of the Alliant Energy Center. Educational 
seminars each day and many vendors. For more information 
check at http://www.orchidguild.org/images/oq2009.jpg . 

Feb 12-14, 2010 - WPT's Garden Expo - Madison, WI - 
Sponsored by Wisconsin Public Television, Friends of WHA-TV, 
and the UW-Extension Horticulture Team, this event draws 
nearly 16,000 people to view 400 booths, provided by numerous 
exhibitors over 100,000 square-feet. The Madison Area 
Master Gardeners will staff their own booth. Numerous 
educational seminars, demonstrations, and workshops are 
offered on a variety of horticultural topics. Hours are Fri 
4:00-9:00, Sat 8:00-6:00, and Sun 10:00-4:00. In the 
Exhibition Hall, Alliant Energy Center. An admission fee is 
charged to this fundraiser to support WI Public TV 
programming (including The WI Gardener). For more 
information visit http://www.wpt.org/gardenexpo/ . 

March 6, 2010 - Spring into Gardening - La Crosse, WI - 
Sponsored by the MGAs of La Crosse County, this program 
features a Keynote speaker in the afternoon and two breakout 
sessions in the morning with choice of 3 topics, and lunch. $30 
For more information contact Marilyn Rebarchek at 
bluffcountrymg@yahoo.com. 

Request from Rich MilgromRequest from Rich MilgromRequest from Rich MilgromRequest from Rich Milgrom    
Don’t forget and bring to mDon’t forget and bring to mDon’t forget and bring to mDon’t forget and bring to meeting. eeting. eeting. eeting. 
PPPPleaseleaseleaselease!!!!     
Keep Keep Keep Keep /sa/sa/sa/save popve popve popve pop----tops from cans for Rich. tops from cans for Rich. tops from cans for Rich. tops from cans for Rich. 
Each Each Each Each     poppoppoppop----top is worth one minute of top is worth one minute of top is worth one minute of top is worth one minute of 
dialysis for a child. dialysis for a child. dialysis for a child. dialysis for a child.     

Thanks   RichThanks   RichThanks   RichThanks   Rich    

 
 

Send articles and other ideas for the 
Master Gardeners Newsletter to:  

Irene Klingemann  
W5805 Brown Rd  
Mauston WI 53948  

Or email klingermstn@wildblue.net 
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Hort - Q&A

 

 

Here’s a sample of horticultural questions received and answered by Juneau County Extension 
Agriculture Agent, Craig Saxe or a Juneau County Master Gardener Volunteer.  Have a question 
or comment just call 608-847-9329 or email craig.saxe@ces.uwex.edu.  Extension publications 
mentioned can be found at http://learningstore.uwex.edu/  or Garden Facts at:  
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/wihort/  

• I’m often asked if saving seed for next year’s crop is acceptable.  My initial response is no.  
Diseases can be carried on or in the seed.  Unexpected results can occur by using saved hybrid 
seeds or seeds from plants that cross pollinate like the vine crops.  With these limitations being 
considered, saving seeds especially heirloom varieties has become more popular.  If you choose 
to experiment with saving seeds, stick with the more self-pollinated crops like: tomatoes, beans, 
eggplant, peas and peppers.   

• Although there is no such thing as a blight-proof tomato, diseases can be avoided by taking the 
following steps:  prune and remove any lower leaves that show signs of blight; if plants succumb 
to blight, pull them out;  make sure air can circulate; use some type of mulch underneath plants; 
water plants with a soaker hose;  if using an overhead sprinkler, water plants in the morning so 
foliage can dry before nightfall; use resistant cultivars whenever possible to avoid diseases; plant 
your tomatoes only once every three years on the same ground; remove old plant debris from the 
planting site and finally, remember that a vigorous, well-cared for plant is better able to withstand 
disease and insect pressure than is a neglected one.  Fungicides like Chorothalonil® and 
Moncozeb® work well when you apply them as sprays at regular intervals.  Start spraying before 
the leaves show any spots, or when the first fruit clusters develop.  For more information, see 
publication A2606 “Tomato Disorder: Early Blight and Septoria Leaf Spot” or publication A1691 
“Home-Grown Tomatoes for Wisconsin”.   

• Annual ryegrass is often found in lower quality lawn seed mixes.  It was originally thought to be a 
good nurse crop because of its rapid establishment.  Unfortunately it is very coarse textured and 
tends to grow faster than the desirable turf.  This would be tolerable if annual ryegrass would hold 
true to its name and die off rather than persisting in newly seeded or over seeded lawns.  Harsh 
winters or hot summers are required to push annual ryegrass out of the turf stand.  Until the 
weather removes the annual ryegrass, the turf area may require additional mowing to help reduce 
the poor uniformity caused by this quick growing, wide bladed weed.   

• Whiteflies are small, white, winged insects that suck sap from leaves of various plants including 
houseplants, garden flowers, vegetables and weeds.  The leaves of ingested plants may turn 
yellow, be twisted or stunted, wither and drop prematurely.  Leaves also may be sticky with 
honeydew, a sugary solution excreted by the whiteflies.  Whiteflies are a heat loving pest that will 
not survive Wisconsin winters.  If you're seeing them, most likely they hitched a ride with your 
greenhouse bedding plants.  Plants should be examined carefully for signs of infestation before 
they are purchased.  If you missed detecting infestations at the time of purchase, begin control 
treatments in the garden as soon as you notice an infestation.   
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If you would like to host a garden tour, list two months 
of your choice:   

1st choice___________   2nd choice  ____________ 

If you are a current Master Gardener, list the year you 
took your training:   

______________________ 

If not, would you like information on becoming a 
Master Gardener?  

__________________________ 

NAME  

ADDRESS  

CITY  

STATE  ZIP  

PHONE (                ) 

E-MAIL  

 

ANNUAL DUES: $12.00 from January thru December 2010    

FILL IN THIS FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE TO: Juneau County Master Gardeners AND MAIL TO: 

Irene Klingemann, W5805 Brown Rd, Mauston WI 53948 

2010 JUNEAU COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 

sweet time 
 
By Lincoln Hartford 
 

 
 
oh clock 
if you knew about poetry 
and gardening 
would you be 
less intrusive 
 
you tick in my head 
your hands hold my heart 
 
while I dream of time 
like juice filled fruit 
fresh from the tree 
in a sweet apple pie 
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�  If you have not done so already, don’t forget to bring your Master Gardener Volunteer Hours to 

September meeting or send in to Jan Brendle, N8420 19th Ave, Necedah WI 54646 or 
janbrendle@tds.net or call 608-565-7290 as soon as possible. 

�  Also it is time for filling out your JCMG membership form for 2010 (see page 7) and bring it 
along with $12.00 to the September meeting. 

�  Note that for Certified JCMG members, $5.00 of this goes towards membership in WIMGA and 
to receive the WIMGA newsletter electronically by e-mail to save on time, cost, postage, and 
paper……and most importantly save a tree.  

�  You may still order a Wisconsin Garden Journal for 2010. They will be picked up at the WIMGA 
conference in the Dells and will be available at our October meeting. The cost is $13.00. 

�  Pass on the information to those interested in Master Gardener Trainin that classes will be in 
Mauston for 2010.  Please contact Juneau County Extension Office, 608-847-9329 for more 
information, to verify dates and to register. 

 

 
Cooperative Extension 
Juneau County UW-Extension 
211 Hickory Street 
Mauston WI 53948 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An EEO/Affirmative Action employer, University of Wisconsin-Extension provides equal 
Opportunities in employment and programming, including Title IX and ADA requirements. 

 


