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“After the Bell” Participants Give Back to the Community 
 
During the 2007-08 school year, youth participating in the “After the Bell” program at the Prairie 
River Middle School have completed several service projects.  These have included making dog 
and cat treats for the Humane Society, “Pillow Patrol” project where youth made pillowcases 
and stuffed them with toys that were given to HAVEN for distribution to youth throughout the 
county, writing holiday cards to area reserve members serving our country, knitting infant hats to 
donate to Aspirus Birthing Center, and sewing “rice hot packs” donated to Harbor House to be 
used by their residents.  Youth will be finishing up one additional service project with the 
leadership of the 4-H Ambassadors to increase recycling efforts through area schools.  Giving 
back to the community is an important aspect of programming offered at the “After the Bell” 
program.  Through these efforts youth involved are able to identify needs in the community, 
what they can do, become connected to the community and feel good about the projects they 
have completed. 
 
Young people involved in the “After the Bell” program recognize that the community through 
area businesses, organizations and individuals make the “After the Bell” program possible 
through their generosity and financial support.  This year’s program was supported by: Church 
Mutual - Christmas is Committee, Dave’s County Market, Good Samaritan Health Center – 
Mission and Values Committee, individual donation from Florence Kissinger, Kiwanis Club of 
Greater Merrill, attendees at Loaf and Ladle Concert held in December, Lincoln County 
Association of Home and Community Education, Lincoln County 4-H Leaders’ Association, Inc.; 
Lincoln County Safe and Stable Families grant, Little Red Barn in Action, Merrill Eagles Aerie 
584, Merrill Forward Together Healthy Community Initiative, Inc., Optimist Club of Merrill, Park 
City Credit Union, River Valley State Bank, T.B. Scott Library Staff and from individuals who 
purchased paper light bulbs during “Keep the Lights On After School” promotion. 
 
The “After the Bell” program provides a safe place for middle school students to participate in 
enrichment activities after school through the support of individuals, community organizations 
and businesses, Merrill Area Public Schools and Lincoln County UW-Extension 4-H Youth 
Development.  “After the Bell” operates from right after school to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday at the Prairie River Middle School on days school is in session.  Students do not need 
to attend the program each day to participate.  The program is supervised each day by two-
three adult supervisors with assistance from high school students.  During the 2007-08 school 
year, over 100 youth participated in the “After the Bell” program. 
 
Plans are underway to continue the offering the “After the Bell” program during the 2008-09 
school year.  To learn more about the program, ways you can become involved or provide 
support, please contact Debbie Moellendorf, UW-Extension 4-H Youth Development Agent at 
536-0304 or deborah.moellendorf@ces.uwex.edu. 
 
 



 
Recently, youth presented over 20 infant hats they knit throughout the school year to Julie 
Duley, who works at the Aspirus Birthing Center.  Hats will be given to infants born at the 
Center. 
 

Front row (left to right):  Dallas Beck, Jaylon Talbot 
Back row (left to right): Tara Snethen, Program Coordinator; Brandon Sanders, Ally 
Roberts, Shane July, DJ Martin, Kayla Billman, Julie Duley, Aspirus Birthing Center; 
Morgan Escherich 



 
Youth made 24 “rice hot packs” to donate to Harbor House for use by residents.  Penny 
Gryskiewicz, a community volunteer, helped the students sew the packs. 
 
 Front row (left to right): Dallas Beck, Jaylon Talbot,  

Back row (left to right): Cameron Odden, Holli Odden, Tara Snethen, Program 
Coordinator; Shane July and Austin Berndt 

 
 


