Vehicle repair stations encouraged to meet floor drain requirements


Federal deadline is January 1, 2008----aims to protect drinking water
MADISON – About 200 service stations, fire stations, marinas and other operations statewide will be receiving letters encouraging them to comply with federal regulations aimed at preventing groundwater contamination by waste fluids from motorized vehicle repairs and maintenance. 

Effective Jan. 1, 2008, all facilities with floor drains or shop sinks that now connect to septic systems or dry wells are required by federal and state law to report the existence of those drains and sinks and connect them to a sanitary sewer or a holding tank approved for commercial industrial waste fluids, according to Rich Roth, a water supply specialist with the Department of Natural Resources.

If a facility has no shop drains or if those drains are already connected to a sanitary sewer or commercial wastewater holding tank, it is not required to do any reporting or take any other action. 

The requirements apply to any facilities that service vehicles including air craft hangars, marinas, larger fleet operations, local fire stations and county or town garages. Operations that do not meet the deadline face federal fines of up to $10,000 a day, Roth says. 

“Meeting the federal deadline will allow affected facilities to protect their employees and local drinking water supplies, and to avoid costly federal fines,” he says. “It also reduces their liability if groundwater is contaminated as a result of their operation.”

While Roth will send reminder letters to the 200 known operations on DNR’s existing inventory, there will likely be other operations not on the inventory that will be affected. DNR will be contacting trade associations and other groups to try to reach these other operations.  

During normal vehicle repair and maintenance activities, vehicle fluids such as engine oil, transmission fluid, power steering fluid, brake fluid, hydraulic fluid, antifreeze, chlorinated or non-chlorinated parts cleaning solvents and degreasers may drip, spill or otherwise enter floor drains and sinks in service areas, Roth says. Floor drains or sinks that empty into dry wells or cesspools introduce the wastes directly into the ground, while septic systems cannot treat the wastes. 
If groundwater contamination occurs, the workers and anybody else who might drink water from a well on the same property as the service station would be at greatest risk, he says. Local community water supplies might be affected, and the owner and operator may be liable for any contamination to another well owner or the local municipal supply, and responsible for remediation, an often extensive and costly process.

Costs associated with cleaning up groundwater polluted by waste fluids from motor vehicle repair shops and areas has ranged from tens of thousands of dollars per site to millions of dollars per site, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

EPA prohibited construction of floor drains or shop sinks that connected to septic systems, cesspools or dry wells starting in 2000 because of their potential to contaminate drinking water supplies, and gave owners and operators of existing facilities more time to bring their facility into compliance. 

More information about the requirements and how to meet them to protect water quality is available on the DNR Web site at <http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/dwg/UIW/classification.htm> and look under “Class V” wells.

